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LAM RO THEM MAY DPIEM XUNG QUANH TU NGUYEN CUA TEN GOI
(SONG) ME KONG, (SONG) CUU LONG*
VU DUC NGHIEU?

Abstract: Based on an analysis of nineteenth-century documentary sources, this article clarifies the origin
of the Vietnamese name Mé Kéng and examines the etyma of its constituent elements, me and kong. The study
demonstrates that official documents of the Nguyén dynasty did not record the name Mé& Kong, but referred to
the river as Khung Giang. Furthermore, neither the Nguyén court nor Trinh Hoai Dtic assigned the name Criu
Long to the Mekong River in southern Vietnam. Rather, the name Cuu Long was coined by inhabitants of the
Mekong Delta to denote the nine distributaries through which the Mekong flows into the Bién Péong. This naming
practice was likely inspired by the local usage of Citu Long for the section of the Lancang River in Yunnan, as
mentioned in the Gia Dinh thanh théng chi.

Keywords: river, Mekong (river), Cuulong (river), Khung river.

1. Dan nhap

Mé Kdng (Mekong) la tén goi quéc té cua con song 16n khai nguon tir son nguyén Thanh Tang,
tinh Thanh Hai, Trung Quoc, chay qua dat Van Nam ctia nudc nay, 1am bién gigi gitra Lao vai Myanma,
Lao vai Thai Lan, di qua Lao, Campuchia, dén thu d6 Phnompenh cua Campuchia bat dau tach thanh
hai nhanh di vao dat Nam B¢ Viét Nam, tiép tuc phan chia thanh nhiég chi lru, mang nudc vao bién
Pong. Nguoi Viét Nam goi hai nhanh séng chinh ctia Mé Kong trén dat nu¢c minh la Tién Giang va
Hau Giang. Tiéng Thai, tieng Lao goi dong Mé Kdng (tam chuyén tu theo chir Quoc ngt), la Me
Khoong, Me Nam Khoong. Nguoi Campuchia hién dung tén goi Mé Kong, nhung ciing van goi theo
tieng Khmer 1a ‘tounle t"oum’ (nghia I ‘song l6n’).

Dong Mé Kong rat dugc chli y vé nhiéu phuong dién. O Viét Nam, riéng tén goi Mé Kéng, Ciru
Long ctia n6 da duogc quan tdm nghién ciru tir kha l1au, c6 khong it két qua da duoc cbng bo trén tap chi
khoa hoc, bao chi®, nhung van con nhitng diém can tiép tuc dugc phan tich va thuyét giai thém.

Bai viét nay nham muc dich g6p phan 1am rd thém cau hoi: Trong tiéng Viét, tén goi Mé Kéng,
Cutu Long ra doi tir dau, ra doi nhu the nao?, cho nén, trudge hét, can phai lam rd nhirng théng tin va
ct liéu cu thé vé nhitng van dé nhu:

- Trong cac tai liéu xua cti thoi can dai ma ching ta hién c6 duoc, hai tén goi d6 da dugc ghi chép
nhu thé nao?

- Ngon ngit cia nhitng toc ngudi séng ven dong Mé Kong va trong luu vuc cua no, trudc hét 1a
tiéng Thai, tieng Lao (thuoc chi Tai, ngir hé Tai-Kadai) va cac ngén ngir ho Nam A (Austroasiatic), tir
trude dén nay, goi cac song ngoi noi chung, goi tén song Mé Kong ndi riéng, nhu thé nao?

Nhiing tai liéu hitu quan duoc khao sat dé cung cap cir liéu cho bai viét gom*:

(a) Bon b dia chi tryc tiép lién quan: Dai Nam nhdt thang chi cia Quéc sir quan triéu Nguyén;
Gia Dinh thanh thdng chi cta Trinh Hoai buc (1765 - 1825); Hoang Viét nhat thong duw dia chi cua

1 Bai viét nay viét trén co s& sira chita, bd sung béo co cua tic gia tham gia Hoi thao quéc té Viét Nam hoc 1an thir 7 (2025. Ha Noi)
https://1drv.ms/b/c/ae788983ffec512¢/IQD1 7stlgNitQp50joE TpMyAehuigdleBpHKWgCyNgPd8?email=nghieuvd%e40vnu.eduvn&e=zRlipa
2 Truong Dai hoc Ha Ngi; Email: nghieuvd@vnu.edu.vn

3 Vi duy, cac nghién ctru ciia Hoang Thi Chau (1964-1965), V6 Huong An (2014), Ton Thét Tho (2017), Ly Ting Hiéu (2022).
4 Danh séch va ngudn cu thé cuia céc tai ligu trén déy, ghi theo thir ty ABC chit cai dau cua vin ban, & cudi bai.


https://1drv.ms/b/c/ae788983ffec512c/IQD17stlgNitQp5ojoETpMyAehuiq4leBpHKWgCyNqPd8?email=nghieuvd%40vnu.edu.vn&e=zRlipa
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Lé Quang Binh (1759 - 1813); Pgi Thanh nhdt thong chi®.

(b) Hai bo st: Bai Nam thuc luc, Pai Nam liét truyén caa Quéc sir quan triéu Nguyeén.

(¢) Voyage d’Exploration en Indo-Chine. (Hanh trinh kham pha Dong Duong cua Lagrée D. De,
Garnier F.; Paris, 1873; Phan I; xuat ban lan dau tién nam 1870 trén tuan bao dia li cta Phap Le Tour
du Monde; nam 1873 dugc chinh sira, b6 sung va in lai)®.

(d) Atlas du Voyage d’Exploration en Indo-Chine. (Tap ban d6 cia hanh trinh kham phd Péng
Duwong. An hanh ciing cuon sach Voyage d’Exploration en Indo - Chine).

(€) An Nam dai quoc hoa do (Ban d6 in trong Dictionarium Anamitico Latinum -1838 cua Aj.L.
Taberd). (Viét tit: Bd. Annam. 1838).

(f) Co s6 dit ligu ngdn ngir cac dan toc khu viee Pong Nam A cua SEAlang Projects (http://sealang.net).

(9) Mot sé tir dién sach vo khéc trong nira sau thé ki XIX.

2. Khao sat tén gei ciia dong Mé Koéng ghi trong céc tai liéu hitu quan

2.1. Trong cé&c sach lich su, dia chi thei nha Nguyén

(i) Sach Pai Nam thuc luc ciia Quéc st quan triéu Nguyén ghi tén (song) Tién Giang, (sdng) Hau
Giang nhiéu lan ¢ céc tap 1, 4, 5, 6 (ban dich), nhung khong thay c6 tén goi ‘Mé Kong’. Mic du dong
Mé Kong cé dugc ndi dén kha nhiéu lan, nhung duoc goi la Khung giang BYT. - nghia 1a ‘séng Khung’,
khong goi la “Mé Kong” (xem cac tap: 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9 - ban dich). Vi du:

«...Nua méi nghe tin nuéc Phap phdi ngueoi dén séng Khung Giang ... ngwoi Phdp déng thuyén
¢ bén séng Khung Giang ...”. (Pé ti ki, Quyén 36. Ban dich 4n hanh nam 2007, tap 7, tr. 1061).

“Vign than tau: “Nuwdc ta clng véi nueéc Xiém tiép giap, ldy sdng Khung lam gidi han...” (Bé luc
ki, Quyén 10. Ban dich 4n hanh nam 2007, tap 9, tr. 424).

(i) Pai Nam liét truyén cua Quéc st quan ciing chi ghi nhan tén Khung giang cho dong Mé Kang,
cuing véi Tién Giang, Hau Giang, khong c6 tén ‘Mé Kong’. Vi du:

“Khi Van Thong téi bo phia nam séng Khung, b ty uéng Xiém danh up”... (Tap 2, Quyén 32.
Truyén cac nude ngoai. Nudc Xiém La. Ban dich 4n hanh nam 2006).

“... 0ng dem ddang ban do tir séng Khung dén Ai Lao va dwoc thueng quan cong ki luc mét lan”.
(T4p 3, Quyén 16. Muc VI. Truyén cac quan. Truyén vé Lé DPing Doanh. Ban dich 4n hanh nim 2006)

(i) Sach Pgi Nam nhdt thang chi 1 b dia chi chinh danh vé nudc ta thoi d6, nhung trong cac
muc ghi v& nui song ciing khong c6 tén goi ‘Mé Kéng’, khong co ca tén goi ‘Khung giang’. Quyén
XXIX cua sach nay khi ghi chép vé (sdng) Tién Giang ciing chi noi dé:n dong Mé Kéng ¢ ngoai cuong
vuc Dai Nam (Viét Nam) vai tén goi khéng chinh thuc - séng céi: “day la chi luu chinh cua song cai”
(Tap 5, ban dich 4n hanh nam 2006: 154).

5 Pugc bién soan trong thoi nha Thanh, Trung Qudc, bit diu tir ndm 1686, hoan thanh nam 1743. T ndm 1764 bit ddu bd
sung cac thay di v& 13m thé, hanh chinh tir doi Ung Chinh cho dén giira doi Can Long. Tir nam 1812 dén 1842, thyc hién va
hoan thanh viéc trung tu toan bg). Da duoc 56 hod va cung cép tai: https://ctext.org/wiki. pl?if=gb&res=373118&remap=gh
6 Cubn sach nay ghi chép mo ta vé dia li, dan cu, xa hoi, canh quan thién nhién, tai nguyén, tiém ning giao thong, thuong
mai, ma doan tham hiém ngudi Phap do Pai ty hai quan E. D. De Lagrée (1823-1868) chi huy, kham pha dugc trong toan bo
qué trinh ho tham hiém doc theo séng Mé Kong (tir 1866 dén 1867, 1868) va lap ban dd dong séng nay. Ngudi viét sach 1a
Francis Garnier (1839 - 1873). Vién sT quan hai quan Phap nay dé chi huy tau chién na dai bac vao thanh Ha Noi (nay con
vét dan ¢ cia B'Zic) va tan cong chiém thanh ngay 20/11/1873. Cubi nam 1873, Garnier bi quan C& den giét chét. Doan tham
hiém cua Lagrée xut phat tir Sai Gon ngay 5 thang 6 ndm 1866, di qua nhiéu ving ciia Campuchia, Lao, Myanmar béng cach
nguoc dong Mé Koéng va cling di khodang 4.000 km duong b, t6i Dai Ly, Cén Minh cia Van Nam (Trung Quéc), rdi di
Thuong Hai. Tur thuong Hai, ho di duong bién vé dén Sai Gon thang 6 nim 1868. Day la nhitng ngudi phwong Tay diu tién
vao dén Van Nam bing con duong tir phwong Nam nhu vdy. Toan bé hanh trinh cta ho khoang 10.000 km.

Trong tap Atlas du Voyage d’Exploration en Indo-Chine kém theo sach, c6 hai tim ban dd v& va ghi tén nhiéu séng ngoi trong
lru vuc séng Mé kéng va trong lanh thé Lao, Thai Lan, Campuchia, mot phin Myanmar.


http://sealang.net./
https://ctext.org/wiki.pl?if=gb&res=373118&remap=gb
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Ngoai ra, sach nay ciing c6 nhic dén song Lan Thuong (Lan Thuong gzang la doan song Mé
Kong chay trén dia phan tinh Van Nam, Trung Quoc) “Mién tay Nam ky thi c6 song Tiéen Giang va
song Hau Giang la I6n nhat, tirc 1& ha luu cia song Lan Thuong bdt nguon tir Thanh Hai (Trung
Quoc), qua phu Lé Giang tinh Van Nam, qua cac phit Pai Li, Thudn Ninh dén phii Phé Nhi, ¢6 song
Pho Nhi dén tir phia d‘ong chay vao lam song Crru Long, dén Xa Li Manh Luan Ti, vao dia phdn dat
Dién Dién, lai chay vé phia Dong ma vao nuwrde Ai Lao...” (Tap 5, ban dich 4n hanh nam 2006: 320).

(iv) Séch Hoang Viét nhdt thong dur dia chi (do Le Quang Dinh chu tri bién khao theo I¢nh cua
vua Gia Long) chi c6 néi dén tén (séng) Tién Giang va (sdng) Hdu Glang (Ban dich 4n hanh nam 2005;
tr.101, 102, 318), khong thay c6 tén goi ‘Mé Kong’ hoic ‘Khung giang’.

(v) Séch Gia Pinh thanh théng chi do Trinh Hoai Duc (1765 - 1825) bién khao bang Han vin,
viét vé vung Nam B¢ Vigt Nam doi vua Gia Long, hoan toan khong ghi tén goi ‘Mé Kong’, mac du co
nhic dén con sdng nay (xem dlem (i), muc 3.5.2 bén duéi day) Quyén Il (szng vuc chi) cua Gia
Dinh thanh thong chi (ban dich a an hanh nam 1999) viét: “cac nui [.. .] theo song Dai glang 6 Cao Mén
(tuc goi la sdng 16n) tir xa ma dén...” (tr.85). “[... chay nhanh cudn cuén ...], t6i song Nam Vang
nudc Cao Mén, chia lam hai song Tlen Giang va Hau Giang ...” (tr.42).

‘Pai giang & Cao Mén’, ‘song Nam Vang nudc Cao Mén’ chinh Ia sdbng Mé Kéng.

2.2. Tén goi ciia dong ‘Mé Kong’ trong tai lidu do nguoi Au chau ghi Chép

Trong nhitng tai li¢u do nguoi Au chau ghi chép ma t0i khdo sat duoc (chu yéu 1a duoc ghi trong
nira sau thé ki X1X), tén goi ‘Mé Kéng’ dugc ghi rd bang tiéng Phap hoic tiéng Latin.

(i) Tén goi Mé Kbng

Cuén sach Voyage d ‘Exploration en Indo-Chine (1873) (Hanh trinh khdm pha Déng Duong) c6
hon 10 1an ghi: Mekong. Kém theo cudn sach nay 1a tap Atlas du Voyage d’Exploration en Indo-Chine
(1866 -1873) (Atlas ctia Hanh trinh kham pha Pong Duong). Ban d6 s6 | cua tap atlas nay (viét tat:
Atlas.PL.I. ) c6 ghi tén sbng: Me Kong.

Ban d0 An Nam dai quéc hoa do (in kem trong cudn Tz vi Annam - Latinh do Taberd soan thao,
cling goi la Nam Viér dirong hiép tw vi, 4n hanh nim 1838 tai Serampore) ghi tén song bang chit Latin
in hoa: MAYCON seu [hoac] MEKON.

(if) Nhiing tén goi khac

Ngoai tén goi Mekong trong nhirng tai liéu do nguol Au chau bién khao va ban d6 do ho lap, ma
t6i khao chimg dugc, con ¢6 nhiing tén dia phuong ctia dong séng nay ciing duoc ghi nhan. Cu thé Ia:

- S6ng Cambode/Cambodge

Bd.Annam. 1838 ghi: Flumen Cambodice (sdong Cambod).

Phan chi muyc (Index Alphabetique) cua sach Voyage d’Exploration en Indo-Chine (1873) ghi:
‘Mékong ou Cambodge’ ([song] Mékong hay [sdng] Cambodge); ‘Cambodge ou Mékong, fleuve
d'Asie’ (song Mékong hay song Cambodge, mot con séng ¢ chau A).

Atlas.PL.I cua Atlas du Voyage d’Exploration en Indo-Chine, 1866 -1873, ghi: (sdbng) Cambodge.

- Tonly Thom

Tén phién &m theo tiéng Khmer ban dia, ddng thoi, dich nghia sang tiéng Viét va ghi bang chit
Quoc ngi: ‘Séng 1on’. (Ban d6 s 11 cua Atlas du Voyage d’Exploration en Indo-Chine; 1866 -1873.
Viét tit: Atlas.PL.11).

- S6ng Khong

An Nam dai quéc hog do 1838 ghi tén goi nay & doan sdng c6 tén Nam Khong trong ban do6
Atlas.PL.I, Atlas.PL.II.

Dictionnaire Annamite-Francais cua Genibrel, J.F.M. (1898: 702) cling ghi nhan tén goi ‘song
Khong’ va gidi thich “song Khong - sdng Mékong (ciing goi la song I6n)*".

7« Khong, Le fleuve Mékong (appelé aussi Song Lén) (tr.702).
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- Nam Khong

Ban d6 Atlas.PL.1; Atlas.PL.II ghi & doan séng lam bién gisi gitra Lao véi Théai Lan (ving
Mukdahan cua Thai Lan)

- Lan tsang kiang

Ban do Atlas.PL.1 va ban d6 Atlas.PL.II ghi tén goi nay (dm Han Viét: Lan Thirong giang) cho
doan song Mé Kong trén dat Van Nam, Trung Qudc.

- Kiou long kiang (trén Atlas.PL.1), Kieou - Long - Kiang (trén Atlas.PL.11) ghi cho khdc cudi cua
Lan Thuong giang. (Am Han Viét cua Kiou long kiang va Kieou - Long - Kiang 1a “Cizu Long Giang™).

- Tai diém dau tién v& dong Mé Kang, & goc trén, bén trai cia ban dd Bd.Annam.1838 ¢6 ghi tén
Cu:u Long Giang. Diém dau tién vé song Mé Kong, ¢ goc trén, bén trai cia ban ¢ Pai Nam nhat thong
toan do® (Xem: Vién Nghién cizu Han Ném, 2014: 310-311) ciing c¢6 ghi tén chir Han JU YL (Cuu
Long giang). Tén goi ‘Ciru Long Giang” dwoc phan tich riéng trong phan 3.5.2 bén dudi).

3. Nhan xét, thao luan

3.1. Vé tén gei ‘Mé Kong’

Céc cu lidu trinh bay bén trén day cho ching ta thay: Tén goi va cach ghi ‘Mekong’, ‘Me Kong’
‘MAYCON’ hoic ‘MEKON’ duoc dung truéc hét 1a trong nhiing tai liéu ghi chép cua nguoi Au chau.
Do 1a két qua phién am sang tiéng Au chau (Phap, Latin) tén goi ban dia ciia dong sdng nay:

[mée *k"don] hodc [mée naam *khdon] (trong tiéng tiéng Thai)®,
[m&: k"3:1] hodc [mé: nam k"3:1] (trong tiéng tiéng Lao)™.

Nguoi Viét vay muon/phién am ‘Mekong’/‘Me Kong’ tir tiéng Au chau (cu thé 1a tiéng Phép) vao
tiéng Viét, n6i va viét thanh ‘Mé Kong’, nhu chiing ta dang thay hién nay.

Ngoai c4c tai liéu da trinh bay tai muc 1.2 bén trén, mot s6 tir dién va sach khéc cudi thé ki XIX,
cha yéu do ngudi Au chau bién soan, ciing ghi nhan tén goi ‘Mé Kong’. Vi du: Dictionnaire Annamite-
Francais (Tur dién Annam - Phap. J.F.M. Genibrel. Saigon, 1898: 702), Dictionnaire Annamite-Frangais.
Tome second N-X. (Tir dién Annam - Phap. Tap 2: N-X; J. Bonet. Paris, 1900: 219) ghi: Mékong.
Cubn sach Petit cours de geographie de la Basse - Cochichine (1875: 24) cia Truong Vinh Ky, mot
hoc gia nguoi Viét Nam, ghi: Mé-cong.

Théng tin v& ngudn géc truc tiép cua tén goi ‘Mé Kong’ trong tiéng Viét nhu vira néu trén day,
khong ¢ gi méi, va tir truée dén nay, cac v kién co lién quan déu thong nhat. Tuy nhién, ddi véi nguoi
Viét Nam vao nira cudi thé ki XIX, tén goi d6 van con xa la, do ho con it tiép xtc véi tai lidu cua nguoi
Au chau. Vi thé, trong nhiing tai liéu, séch va do nguoi Viét Nam thoi do bién soan, ¢6 thé néi 1a hoan
toan khong thiy tén goi ‘Mé Koéng’ (trir cudn sach do Truong Vinh Ky viét vé dia Ii mién ha cuia Nam
Ky (Petit cours de geographie de la Basse - Cochichine) vira dé cap. Biéu quan trong can lam rd Ia:
tirng yéu tb: ‘Me’, ‘Kong’ tir dau ra.

3.2. Tirnguyén cria yéu té ‘kéng’ trong tén goi Mé Kong (Mekong/ Me Kong/ Meycon/ Mekon)

3.2.1. °Kdng’ vén la tén riéng cua dong Mé Kong

‘Kong’- theo cach n6i cua tiéng Viét, 1a am phién chuyén tir yéu t6 ‘kong’ trong tén song ‘Mekong’
theo céch noi-viét ciia nguoi Au chau (Phép). Céch n6i-viét ‘kong’ ctia nguoi Phap 1a két qua phién am yéu

8 Ban dd nay duoc v& trong nira sau thé ki X1X, sau 1838; thoi gian chinh xéc chua rd.

9 http://sealang.net/thai/dictionary.htm

10 hitp://sealang.net/lao/dictionary.htm; Co s dit liéu nay ciing cho thdy: séng Mé Kéng con dugc goi 1a [ndm mé: kh3:n], voi
ngit nghia - ngit phap 1a “song Me Khodng”, nhung cach dung nay it phd bién va khong chinh tic.


http://sealang.net/thai/dictionary.htm
http://sealang.net/lao/dictionary.htm
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t6 [’k"don], [kh3:n] trong tén goi ban dia tiéng Théi, tiéng Lao ctia chinh dong séng nay: [mée *k"don]/
[mée ndam’khdon]/ [ndam’khSon] (tiéng Thai), hodc: [mé: k"3:n)/ [me: ndm k"3:n)/ [nAm k»3:n] (tiéng Lao)™.

Ngtr nghia, ngir phap clia cac tén goi nay cho thay: [’k"don], [k"3:n] 1a tén riéng ciia dong Mé
Kéng vi diéu nay co the kiém chu‘ng dugc qua nhitng ctr ligu trinh bay dudi day.

a) Tleng Thaéi, tleng Lao va céac ngon ngt khéc cuaa ngw chi Tai nhu tleng Shan, tleng Isan... co
tir chinh goc dé goi ca ‘nudc’ 1an “séng’ 1a [ndam], [nam]. Tén song trong tiéng Thai, tiéng Lao c6 md
hinh phé bién 1a: {nam + X(enrieng)} (trong d6, nam la thanh phan chi loai - sdng).

- Klem dém trén ban d6 Atlas.PL.1I (4n hanh nam 1873), theo chiéu tir thuong nguon Mé Kong
tro Xuong chi tinh riéng nhirng phu luu ctia nd, da coé trén 50 con song 16n, nho dugc the hi¢n (v& trén
ban d0) ma tén goi phan anh diing mé hinh vira néu (trén ban o, tir nam/nam c6 thé viét tat bang chir

N)2. Cu thé la:
Phién am Nam Yot Nam Ma Nam Yang Nam Ha
Nghia sbng Yot sbng Ma sbng Yang sbng Ha

va cac song khac nhu: Nam Lem, Nam Leui, Nam Kha, Nam Tcholong, Nam Poue, Nam Kam, Nam
Noa, Nam Me, Nam Koun, Nam Yong, Nam La, Nam Ma, Nam Kay, Nam Het, Nam Lim, Nam Hem,
Nam Cok, Nam Niao, Nam Nao, Nam Phoung, Nam Ping, Nam Ta, Nam Ben, Nam Ngum, Nam Tak®d,
Nam Hou, Nam Kan, Nam Houn, Nam Loua, Nam Poui, Nam Met, Nam Tan, Nam Poun, Nam Lay,
Nam Leui, Nam Ouang, Nam Thon, Nam Mong, Nam Luong, Nam Makang, Nam Pissai, Nam Hang
hong, Nam San, Nam Kdin, Nam Khong (séng Mé Kong. Nhung tén nay hién nay it thong dung), Nam
Hin boun, Nam Kham, Nam Sak, Nam phong, Nam Prom.

Ngoai nhitng tén séng d6, tén ciia nhidu con séng khac (khong d6 nudc vao Mé Koéng), duoc ghi
trén ban d6 Atlas.PL.1, Atlas.PL.II, ciing ¢6 cing mé hinh c4u tao: Nam Pan, Nam Poun, Nam Khang,
Nam Koung, Nam Lemet, Nam Tou, Nam Moui, Nam Panak, Nam Nioum, Nam Khan, Nam Sak, Nam
Salit, Nam Mongouan, Nam Takon, Nam Mo, Nam phoung, Nam Thaboun, Nam thabaget, Nam Siri.

- Co so dir liéu sealang.net/lao/dictionary.htm cua sealang.net cung cap nhiing tén sdng trong
tiéng Lao® nhu:

Phién am

nam ka dig

nam nt.m

nam niap

nam tha:

Nghia

song Kading

s6ng Ngtrm

song Ngiep

sbng Tha

va cac tén sdng khac: nam pa t"é:n (song Pathen), nam ma: (séng Ma), nam li:k (s6ng Lik), ndm ?u:
(sbng Ou), nam thé:m (séng Them), nam nd:n (séng Neun), nam mak (séng Meuk), nam be:n (sdng
Beng), nam sé: (sdng Xé), nam 13K (séng Look), nam pay (song Nhaay).

Dé chi mot con song duoc coi la 16n (16n hay khong 16m, tuy thudc cach danh gia trong tuong
quan cu thé & mdi dia phuong, Vung mién), tiéng Thai noi [mez—: naam] tiéng Lao noi [m&: nam], ca hai
cung co6 nghia ‘song cai’/‘song’ ([mée], [mé:] c6 nghia ‘me’, ‘cai’, ‘lon’). Khi do, tén riéng sé dung
sau thanh phan chi loai [mée naam], [m&: ndm] trong cAc tén séng. Vi du:

Menam Sak ‘song [cai] Sak’ (Atlas.PL.II)
Menam Noi ‘song [cai] Noi’ (Atlas.PL.II)
Menam Chie ‘song [cai] Chie’ (Atlas.PL.I)

Menam Chaophraya
Menam Pasak

‘sdng [cai] Chaophraya’
‘song [cai] Pasak’

(sealang.net/thai/dictionary.htm)
(sealang.net/thai/dictionary.htm).

11 Tuy nhién, cach goi tén dong Mé Kéng l1a [ndaam’ktdon] (tiéng Thai), [ndm kb3:n] (tiéng Lao) it dung va ciing chi 14 cach
n6i trong khiu ngit, khong chinh tic.

12 Danh séch cu thé céc tén sdng thu thap duoc trén Atlas.PL.11 (nhiing con sbng riéng biét, & nhiing dia phuong khéc nhau,
nhung c6 tén trung nhau, chi duoc ghi & day mot 1an).

13 http://sealang.net/lao/dictionary.htm
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Menam Ngzzm ‘song [cai] Ngam’ (tiéng Lao)
Menam Sedon ‘song [cai] Sedon’ (tiéng L40)
Menam Ou ‘song [cai] Ou’ (tiéng L40)
Menam Ngiep ‘song [cai] Ngiep’ (tiéng L2o)
Menam Sebanhien ‘song [cai] Sebanhien’ (tiéng Lao)
Menam Sebanphaj ‘song [cai] Sebanphaj’ (tiéng L40)

Tén goi cua dong Mé Kong“:

Menam Khdang - [mée naam *khdon] (tiéng Théi)

Menam Khoong [mé: nam kb3:n] (tiéng Lao) c6 cing mé hinh véi cac tén sdng néu vira bén trén.
RG rang, ["k"don], [k"3:n] Ia tén riéng cua dong Mé Kong trong hai ngdn ngt nay.

b) Yéu t6 miéu ta trong tén sdng tiéng Thai, tiéng Lao: [mée], [m:], cd thé truc tiép két hop voi
thanh phan tén riéng cua séng theo mé hinh {mee/m&: + Xen rieng)}. Vi du:

- Mét 56 tén séng dwoe ghi trén ban do Atlas.PL.1 va Atlas.PL.1I.

Me Ouang ‘song [cai] Ouang’

Me Kien ‘song [cai] Kien’
Me Ping ‘song [cai] Ping’
Me Ta ‘song [cai] Ta’

Me Lai ‘song [cai] Lai’

- Mét s6 tén séng dege ghi trong co so dit lidu sealang.net/thai/dictionary.htm:

Me Ping ‘song [cai] Ping’
Me Naan ‘song [cai] Naan’
Me Youm ‘song [cai] Yom’.

- Tén goi ctia dong Mé Kong!® trong tiéng Théi, tiéng Lao:
MeKhoang [mée "khdon] ‘song [cai] Khoong® (Thai)
MeKhodng [mE: k"3:1] ‘song [cai] Khoong’ (Lao)
c6 cung mé hinh véi cac tén séng vira néu bén trén; va nhu vay, [’k"6on], [kh3:n] chinh la tén riéng cua
dong sbng nay.

c) Ngoai nhfmg ctr liéu trinh bay bén trén, mot s6 cir liéu khac dudi day ciing hoan toan ing ho
thém cho viéc khang dinh ["k"don], [k"3:1] 1a tén riéng ctia dong Mé Kong.

- Bé goi tén dong Mé Kéng,’tiéng Thavung (mot ngdn ngit Nam A) dung kh3:y hodc phakh3.y
(Suwilai Premsrirat, 2000: 110), tiéng Khmu Yuan (cling la mot ngdn ngir Nam A), dung krs. (Blench
R., 2013: 4).

Day la nhimng ctr liéu bén ngoai tiéng Thai, tiéng Lao, nhung c6 gia tri 1am minh chimg cho tu
cach tén riéng cua ['k"oon], [k"3:y] trong cac tén goi dugc khao xét bén trén.

- Ban d6 Bd.Annam. 1838 cuia Taberd ghi: ‘song Khong’, hoan toan (mg véi tén goi [naam *khdon],
[nam k"3:m].

- Cudn sach Voyage d’Exploration en Indo-Chine (Lagrée, Garnier, 1873: 472) ghi tén goi ‘Nam

14 http://sealang.net/thai/dictionary.htm, http://sealang.net/lao/dictionary.htm
15 http://sealang.net/thai/dictionary.htm, http://sealang.net/lao/dictionary.htm
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Khong’ (séng Khong)®. Ban do Atlas.PL.I, Atlas.PL.II ciing ghi tén ‘Nam Khong’ (sdng Khong) ¢
doan sdng lam bién gidi gitta Lao véi ving Mukdahan caa Théi Lan. Yéu t6 Khong trong ‘Nam Khong’
néu ¢ day ciing tng véi khong trong ‘séng Khong’ néu tai diém b) bén trén va la [’k"don], [k"3:1] trong
tiéng Thai, tiéng Lao.

- Sach Pai Nam nhdt thong chi (tr.199, tap 5, ban dich Viét van nim 2006) va sach Dai Nam thuc
luc (Dé ti ki, Quyén 36. Ban dich 4n hanh nam 2007, tap 7) déu c6 ghi tén goi Khung Giang (Z¥L:
séng Khung). Chir Khung trong tén goi duoc ghi chép nay 1a phién &m gan dung ciia tir [’khdon], [k"3:1]
trong tiéng Thai, tiéng Lao.

3.2.2. Tur nguyén cua [ k"con]l[k"5.y]

Ngu lidu duoc khao sat cho biét: tir [naam]/[nam] Ia tir chinh goC Tai, c6 nghia ‘nude’, ‘song’,
duoc tiéng Thai, tiéng Lao sir dung rat rong rai, pho bién dé chi ‘song’ va dat tén cac con song Nguoc
lai, tir [’k"6on]/[k"3:9] hodc [kloon] trong hai ngén nglr ndy, mac du ciling ¢6 nghia chi ‘séng’, ‘kénh’
nhung lai rat it dugc ding dé chi ‘song’ va/hodc dit tén séng (chi thiy ¢ tén séng Mé Kéng va song
Meklong”) Diéu nay khién chung ta c6 thé nghi ti gia thuyet vé kha nang ["k"on], [k"3:n] da “lot
vao”, di dugc vay muon vao tiéng Thai, tiéng Lao tir mot nguon gde khac nao do bén ngoai ngir chi
Tai, qua con duong tiép xdc ngdn ngir, vay muon tir vung. Co sé ciia kha ning ay 1a nhu sau.

a) Thar nhdt, gbc tir chi ‘séng’ (va/hoac kénh, mirong) ma chung ta thudng gap trong cac ngdn
ngit Nam A thi ciing duoc dung phd bién trong ving Bong Nam A luc dia®, & ngdn ngir Tai-Kadai,
Nam Do va ca Han Tang, nhung muce do pho bién trong méi ngi h¢ do khong dong déu. Theo Ii thuyét
ctia Sapir E. (1916) vé lan truyén ngdn ngfr, van hod thi trung tdm phét sinh, phat tan ciia mot ngon
nglt/nhém ngon ngt, hoac hién tuong, yeu t6 ngon ngir, thuong phai 14 noi tip trung nhiéu (nht)
nhung ngdn ngit ¢6 quan hé coi ngudn. Piéu nay g(n y rang chung ta c6 thé tim noi phat sinh, phat tan
va chiéu hudng vay muon (tir ddu vao dau) cta gbc tir chi ‘song’ vira dé cép.

Khi thu thap (chwa day du) tir chi ‘séng’ c6 goc tir (root) Nam A chung trong co s¢ dit liu
SEAlang Library cua SEAlang Projects (http://sealang.net) va tir chi ‘song’ ¢ cung gdc tir d6 trong
cac ngbn ngit Nam Dao, Tai-Kadai, Han-Tang do mét s6 nha nghién ctru khac da cong b, tdi lap dwoc
hai danh sach tir chi séng’ trong hai bang dudi day. (Trong hai danh sach nay, ngudn cua ngit liéu -
tén tac gia, duoc viét tit theo SEALang Library. Ngit liéu nao dan tir ngudn khac, ngoai SEAlang
Library, thi tén tac gia va dia chi ngudn duoc ghi theo cach thong thuong)?®.

16 11y avait des Thai a Xieng Tong, @ Muong Lem, a Xieng Sen, Xieng Hong et a I’est du Nam Khong ... (Ngudi Thai & Xieng
Tong, Muong Lem, Xieng Sen, Xieng Hong va phia dong [sdng] Nam Khong ...).

17 56ng Meklong & mién Trung Thai Lan, chay vao vinh Siam (Bén d Atlas.PL.1, Atlas I1). Trong khau ngt, nguoi Théi (lan) c6 thé
néi [mée’komn]. (Xem: ban db Atlas.PL.I, Atlas.PL.I1. va http://sealang.net/thai/dictionary.htm, http://sealang.net/lao/dictionary.htm).

18 Tén goi Bong Nam Ao day duoc hiéu I khdng gian ngén ngit - lich sir - vin ho4, ChleU Téy - Dong tir ving Dong Bic va
mot sb khu vuc & phla DPong An Do dén Bong Duong, Philipine, chidu Béc - Nam tir mién cuc Dong Bic An Do (thugc An
d6, Bangladesh), viing phia nam Truong Giang cua Trung Quéc dén cac nude Bong Nam A hai dao (Philipine, Indonesia);
tac khong chi 1a khong gian dia chinh tri gdm cac nuéc Pong Nam A hién nay. Dong Nam A Iyc dia (Mainland Southeast
Asia) duoc hiéu 1a phin dit 1ién cua Pong Nam A, phan biét voi Béng Nam A hai dao.

19 Tén ddy du cua cac téc gia dugc trich trong bang, ghi theo thur ty ABC 1a: Ant.1911 (Antisdel, C. B.), Ban. 1979 (Banker
Elizabeth M.), Bl0.1976 (Blood, Evangeline), Blo.1966 (Blood, Henry F.), C0s.1971 (Costello Nancy A.), Dif.1980 (Diffloth
G.), Dif.1984 (Diffloth G.), Fer.2007 (Ferlus M.), Har.1976 (Harris, Jimmy & Jerry Gainey), Hau.1991 (Haupers, R. and
Lorraine H.), Huf.1971 (Huffman F.E), Kaw.1958 (Kawa Pampbhlets), Mit.1972 (Mitani, Yasuyuki), Phu 1998 (Phu Phong,
Nguyen), Sch.1976 (Schlatter, D.), Sc0.1900 (Scott J.G.), Sho.2006 (Shorto H.), Smi.2000 (Smith, Kenneth D.), Sur.1976
(Suriya Ratanakul), Suw.2000 (Suwilai Premsrirat), Wat.1979 (Watson Richard, Saundra K. Watson and Cubuat).
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Bang 1. Tir chi ‘séng’ trong cdc ngit chi (va ngdn ngiz) Nam A c6 gac tir Nam A chung
| Tirchisong | Ngudn | | | Tir chi song | Ngudn
Trong ngir hé Nam A
Chi Bahnaric Chi Palaungic
Bahnar kro:g Sho.2006, Palaung [En] klong Sc0.1900
Sidwell (2015)
Bahnar [Golar] klon Ban.1979 Palaung [Tai Loi] klong Sc0.1900
Proto Bahna *Kkro:n Blench R. (2013:4) Palaung [Son] klong Sc0.1900
Bunong kro:g Sid. (2015) Wa klawng Ant.1911
Halang da:k kroan Sid. (2015) Wa [Kawa] glong Kaw.1958
Mnong [-Péng] kro:m Blo.1976. Wa [Praok] klon Sho.1963
Mnong [-Giira] kro:p Blo.1966 Wa [South] klon Har.1976
Sedang kraan Smi.2000, Wa [Samtau] klon Har.1976
Sidwell (2015)
Stieng [Bulo] klon Hau.1991 ProtoWaic *klon Dif.1980
Rengao ro:n Blench (2013:4) Lawa [L'up] klon Sch.1976
Chi Katuic Lawa [Ban Pa Phae] klon Sur.1976
Katu [An Diem] karu:p Cos.1971 Lawa [Umphai] kloy Mit.1972
Katu [Phuong] karu:n Cos.1971 Chi Pearic
Proto Katu *raon Blench (2013:3) Pear (Kompong Thom) [ kran | Blench (2013:4)
Pacoh kruan Wat.1979 Chi Viétic
Chi Khmuic Viét son'
Khmu Yuan [ kré: [ Blench (2013:4) Chiit [Ruc] jiy Phu.1998
Chi Mangic (Mdng) Malieng ho:p? Sidwell P. (2015)
Fer.2007
Bolyu | hu:p® | Blench (2013:4) Maleng [Bro] ho:? Fer.2007
Chi Monic Maleng [Kha Pong] ho:np? Fer.2007
Mon kray Huf.1971, Shorto Muong [- Bi] kho:p' Fer.2007
H. (2006: 212)
paron (muong) | Blench (2013:4) Pong [Phong] khlo:n Fer.2007
Mon cb krup Shorto (2006: 212) Pong [Toum] kMo Fer.2007
Proto Monic *kroon Dif.1984 Pong [Liha] khlo:n Fer.2007
Chi Munda Thavung kh3:n Suw.2000
Kharia khirom Blench (2013:4) phakh3:n Suw.2000
Tho [Cuoi Cham] khron! Fer.2007
Tho [Lang Lo] so’ Fer.2007
Proto Vietic *k-ro:m Fer.2007
*K-rop Blench R. (2013:4)
Proto Nam A *rup Sho.2006

Bang 2. Tir chi ‘séng’ c6 goc tir Nam A trong cac ngiz

(Trich ter Blench, 201

chi
3:4

va trinh bay lgi)

(va ngbn ng#) Tai-Kadai, Nam Pao, Han - Tang

Trong ngit hé Han-Tang (Sino-Tibetan)

Trong ngir hé Nam Pao (Austroasiatic)

Chi Kachinic Chi Chamic
tiéng Kachin [ krun (thung Iiing) tiéng Cham krom
Chi Lepcha tiéng Acehnese Kruan

tiéng Lepcha

| kyon (thung Iiing)

Trong ngir hé Tai-Kada

Chi Lolo-Mién dién (Lolo-Burmese)

Tiéu chi Tai

tiéng Mién dién mror (muong) tiéng Thai khloor (song)
mro1): (kénh dao) rdy (kénh dao)

Chi Sinitic tiéng Shan khon

tiéng Han co [ *k-hlun han (muong)

Chi Tibetan

Tiéng Tang (ngdn ngit viét) [ klun

So sanh hai danh sach trén day thi ro rang la: . )
Bang 1 cho thay: trong cac ngbn ngt Nam A, rat nhiéu ngix chi (va ngdn ngir) c6 goc tur chi ‘song’
(#ro[o]y - theo Blench, 2013: 3); chi hai ngir chi: Aslian va Nicobarie 1a khéng c6 (Blench, 2013).
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Béng 2 cho théy' trong cac ng()n ngfr Tai-Kadai, Nam Dao va Han-Tang, rét it ngit chi (va ngon

ngu:) c6 tir chi ‘song’ €O goc tir vira néu trén. Trong cac ngdn ngt H’mong-Mien, khong c6 tir chi
‘sdng’ ¢o goc tir 6 (Blench, 2013).

Thong thuong, sy hién dién cua mot goc tir trong nhiéu ngdn ngir thude nhing ngir hé khac nhau
khéng c6 quan hé coi nguon chi cé thé dién ra Nho qua trinh vay muon, lan truyén do tiép xdc ngén
ngit. Theo Ii thuyét ciia Sapir E. néu bén trén vé lan truyén ngdn ngi, van hod, thi vai tro, vi tri trung
tdm nay sinh va phat tan cua gdc tir chi ‘séng” dang dugc thao luan ¢ day, phai thudc vé ngir hé Nam
A; va gbc tir nay duoc vay muon vao Tai- Kadai, Nam Pao, Han-Tang. Gia thuyet tr chi ‘song’
[’k"don], [kh3:n] trong tiéng Thai, tiéng Lao da dugc vay muon tir ngon ngit Nam A, vi thé, 1a gia
thuyét hiru Ii hon ca.

b) Thi hai, Tiéng Théi, tiéng Lao 1a hai ngdn ngir thusc nhém ngén ngir Tai Tay Nam cua ngir
hé Tai-Kadai. Trong qua trinh nhitng toc nguoi ndi ngdn ngir thugc nhém ngdn ngir nay thién di vé
huéng Tay Nam, ho d tiép xuc, cong cu Véi nhiing toc ngudi n6i ngdn ngir Nam A vén cu tri kha day
trong viing khong gian hitu quan. Tir [’k"don]/[k"3:1] d4 dwoc ho vay muon tir ngdn ngitr Nam A, von
1a danh tir chung, vao ngdn ngir cia minh dé chi .dong Mé Kong. Cac tuong Gng tur Vung tuong g
ngit &m-am vi hoc giita [’k"don], [kh3:n] trong tiéng Thai, tiéng Lao voi tir chi ‘song’ trong cac ngon
ngir Nam A hién hu’u ¢6 lién quan, voi nhitng dang phuc nguyén tu chi ¢ 'song’ trong ngon ngir tién than
(proto) ctia mot s6 ngir chi trong ngit hé Nam A ¢6 thé cho chung ta thiy duoc diéu do:

Proto Viétic® | *k-ro:y Ferus: 2007 Proto Bahna *Kro:m Blench, 2013:4
Proto Nam A | *rup Shorto: 2006 Proto Monic *kroon Dififloth:1984
Proto Katu *roon Blench, 2013:3 ProtoWaic *klon Diffloth: 1980

¢) Thir ba, Mc”)t ng()n ngir tiép xtc va vay muon tir ngdn ngir khac moét hoac mot sé tir ngir von

c6 nghia la ‘song’, . nhung lai ding trong ngdn ngir ciia minh dé dinh danh, 1am tén riéng cho

dong song, day nui... nao do, la nhitng hién tugng, nhiing treong hop khdng co gi la va khéng phai la
hiém gap. Vi du, mot nghién ciru cia Normand J., Tsu-Lin Mei (1976: 281) cho biét: tén riéng (song)
Mississippi, (hd) Wisconsin trong tleng Anh (6) My Ia nhirng tir duoc vay muon tir tiéng Algonquin - ngon
ngir cua toc nguoi ban dia BaC MY, lan luot vbn c6 nghia 1a ‘dai giang/song l6n’ va ‘dai ho/hd 16n’.

Tleng Thai, tleng Lao vdn di c6 tir [ndam]/[nam] chinh gbc Tai dé chi ca séng’ 13n ‘nudc’, cho
nén khé ¢ thé néi rang: ngudi Thai, nguoi Lao khong co danh tir chi séng’ nén mai | vay muon tur
[’k"d0on]/[k"3:1] ctia ngdn ngu Nam A. Ho vay mugn thém [*k"dop], [k"3:9], m{t mat, van giit y nghia
chi ‘song’, *kénh’ cua tir nay?, (c6 phan phbi lai vé nghia va pham vi sir dung véi [naam], [ndm]), mit
khac, dung [’k"don], [k"5:9] nhu mot tén riéng dé chi mot dong song 16n, khac biét voi nhitng séng
khéc trong khu virc, roi tén riéng y tré thanh tén riéng chinh thirc cho né: dong Mé Kéng?.

20 Tén goi Viétic do Hayes L.V.H. dé xuat, dung tir nim 1982 (The mutation of *R in Pre-Thavung. The Mon-Khmer Studies.,

vol. 11, pp. 83- 100) tuong ng v6i (nhung khong hoan toan trang khit voi ndi dung cua) tén goi Viét-Muong quen thuoc
trude nay, hodc gan day la Viét Chart (Nguyen Tai Cén: 1995). Bé tranh gdy hiéu 1am, toi theo cach dung trong tiéng Anh da
khé phd bien hién nay, nhung gilr déu nang: Viétic, khong ding tén goi (tzeu chz) Viét.

A Tieng Shan (thuoc chi Tai, ho Tai-Kadai) ciing dung tir [kh01j dé chi “séng’. Nguoi Shan goi sdng Salween (mot con sdng
I6n & Dong Nam A, 13 bién gi¢i tw nhién gitra Thai Lan véi Myanmar khoang 120 km, d6 vao vinh Martaban; cac dan toc:
Shan, Karen, Mén cu tr(i trong luu vuc séng nay) la [khon Salween] (Shorto, 2006: 212) Ngoai ra, https: Ihww. sealang.net/
shan/dlctlonary htm; http: //sealang net/thalldlctlonary htm ciing thé hién diéu nay.

2 Hién twong vay muon nay, néu qua ding nhu vay, khong phai 1a truong hop ca biét. Trong mot nghién ctu cong bé nam
1976, J. Normand va Tsu- Lin Mei (1976: 274-301) da giai thich va chirmg minh rang: tir /T (giang) trong tleng Han duoc vay
muon tir ngon ngit Nam A. Tiéng Han ¢6 co tir )] (xuyén), tur 7K (thuy) la hai danh tir chung, chi © ‘sdng’ va ‘nude’ co
ngum goc Han-Tang (Sino-Tibetan). Tu {7 (ha), hai 6ng ngo 1a duge vay muon tir cac ngdn ngix Altaic. T la danh
tir riéng dinh danh cho (song) Truong Giang, Ji] (ha) I1a danh tir riéng dinh danh cho (sbng) Hoang Ha. {L.chi séng
Trudng Giang, duoc ghi trong Kinh Thi ¢ nhitng to hop tir nhu: T 7§ (Giang Nam) chi phin trung luu cua (sdng) £
T Truong Giang, {1 % (Giang Hén) chi Trwong Giang va Han Thay (# 7K: sdng Han), iT i (Giang Hoai) chi
Truong Giang va Hoai Thay (7 7K: song Hoai). T (giang) dugc phuc nguyén vao thai tiéng Han ¢6 la: *kfron (Baxter
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3 3 T ir nguyén ciia yéu té ‘mé’ trong tén goi ‘Mé Kong’ (Mekong)

’- theo cach noi cua tleng Viét, lIa &m phién chuyen tir yéu to ‘me’ trong tén song ‘Mekong’
theo cach noi-viét cua ngucl Au chau (Phap). Cach noi- -viét ‘me’ do, 1a két qua phién am yéu té [mée],
[ms ] trong cac tén goi ban dia tiéng Thai, tleng Lao cua dong Mé Kong: [mée "khdon], [mée
naam’khdon] (tiéng Thai), hodc: [mé: k"3:1], [mé: nam kh3:n] trong tiéng Lao. )

Nhu trong muc 3.2.1 da trinh bay, tir [mée] - (wad) trong tleng Thai va [mé:] - (cc) trong tiéng
Lao Cung c6 nghia: ‘me’, ‘cai’, ‘lén’. [mée]/ [mé: ] khong chi c6 mat trong tén goi ciia dong Mé Kong
ma c6 mit déu dan trong ten cua rat nhidu dong song khac ¢ Théi Lan va Lao. Ngoai nhitng ct li¢u da
trinh bay tai muc 3.2.1 bén trén, chung ta con c6 thé thay:

a) Co so dit liéu sealang.net/thai/dictionary.htm cung cap hang loat tén sdng trong tiéng Théi nhu:
Phién &m mée ndam 'pin mée ndam 'muun mée ndam paa’sak mée ndam 'chii
Nghia sbng [cai] Ping sbng [cai] Mun sbng [cai] Pasak song [cai] Chii

va cac tén song khac: mée naam baan pa’kon (séng [cai] Bangpakong), mée naam mée'Kloon (s6ng
[cai] Me Klong), mée naam 'naan (séng [c&i] Me Nam), mée naam 'yom (song [cai] Yom), mée naam
thda'jiin (song [cai] Thachin), mée ndam koo'l6 (séng [céi] K60 16), mée 'ndam i.ra.wa'dii (song [cai]
Irrawaddy), mée ndam 'wan (séng [cai] Wang), mée 'naam lop bu'rii (séng [cai] Lopburi), mée naam
'khop (song [cai] Salween), mée ndam ctum 'phoon (song [cdi] Chum phon).
b) Ban d6 Atlas.PL.1, Atlas.PL.II ghi nhan:
Me Chay  (sbng [cai] Chay) Me Guot (sbng [céi] Guot)
Me Cno (sbng [cai] Cno) Me Ho (sbng [céai] Ho)
Me Cok (sbng [céai] Cok)
va tén cac séng khac: Me Hot, Me Kien, Me Klong, Me Kom, Me Lai, Me lan, Me Lao, Me Li,, Me
Mobye, Me Nan, Me Nioum, Me Ouang, Me Pa pi, Me Pilo, Me Ping, Me Phit, Me Ranouan, Me Ta,
Me Tchay, Me Tien, Me Ting, Me Tsakon, Me tsa lo, Me Tsai, Me Wang, Me Youm.
¢) Co s¢ dir liéu sealang.net/thai/dictionary.htm ghi nhan:
Me Ping [mée ping] (sbng [cai] Ping)  Me Yom [mée 'yom] (sbng [c&i] Yom)
Me Nan  [mée 'naan] (song [cai] Nan) Me Vang [mée 'wan] (song [cai] Van).
d) Cach goi mot vat thé dugce coi la ‘16n’, ‘cai/me’ bang cach ghép thém tr [mss]/ [mE:] vao tén
goi cua vat, 1a diéu thu’O’ng thy trong tiéng Thal tiéng Lao%. Vi du, trong tleng Thai?*

[mss nam]: s6ng cai/song ca [mée bep]: khuon mau
[mée thap]: tuéng tong chi huy [mée si]: ba mau chinh (d6, vang, xanh duong)
[mée bot]: chinh sach/chién luoc lon [mée nai]: vo ca

Nhu vay, tir [mée], [mé:] trong tén goi ban dia (tiéng Thai, tiéng Lao) cua dong Mé Kong da duoc
phién & am sang tiéng Au chau, thanh ‘me’. Nguoi Viét, truc tiép phién &m yéu t6 ‘me’ va ‘kong’ cua tén goi
theo tiéng Au chau ‘Mekong’ sang tiéng Viét ctia minh, n6i va viét thanh Mé Kong hoac Mé kéng.

3.4. Tén goi ‘Khung giang’ (sdng Khung) trong cac tai ligu chinh théng cia triéu Nguyén va
ngwoi Viét Nam

3.4.1. Nura cudi thé ki X1X, khi tén goi ‘Mé Kong’ duoc ghi nhan trong cac tai li¢u do nguoi Au
chau bién chép, thi trong cac tai ligu do nguoi Vigt Nam Viét, lai khong thiy c6 tén ‘Mé Kong’, trir mot
vai tai liéu hiém hoi hdi d6 nhu cudn sach Petit cours de geographie de la Basse - Cochichine [1875] cua

W. va Sagar L: 2014), hoic: *krung (Fang Kuei Li. Dan theo Normand va Tsu-Lin Mei, 1976: 280). Nguoc lai voi
Normand va Tsu-Lin Mei, nghién ctru cua Zhang (1998) cho ring nguon gbc cua T 1a ¢ tiéng Han. Tuy nhién, t6i chi
daé cap cac nghién ctu do dé tham khao, khong di vao phan tich, vi d6 khong phai 1a nhitng néi dung truc tiép lién
quan dén viéc khao chuang vé tén goi ‘Mé Koéng’ & day.

23 Tiéng Viét ciing ding cach tuwong tu: ghép thém tir cai (14 tir ¢d, nghia 14 me) vao danh tir chi vét nhu: séng cdi, duong cdi,
may cdi, Zréng cdi, thung cdi, cdt cdi, ngon tay cdi, ngon chan cdi, diia cdi, nha cdi,...

24 Tran trong cam on anh Phatcharaphong Phubetpeerawat, giang vién cua Truong Dai hoc Su pham Nakhon Panom (Thai
Lan) da cung cip nhirng ngit liéu nay.



Lam rd thém mAy diém... | 11

Truong Vinh Ky chang han (chac do téc gia c6 diéu kién tiép xdc nhiéu véi tai liéu cua nguoi Au chau).

Nhu trong diém | (i), muc 2.1 bén trén da trinh bay, Dai Nam nhat thong chi - b6 dia chi chinh
thong cua triéu Nguyen khong ghi tén goi ‘Mé Kong’ hodc ‘Khung giang’ mot lan nao; va cling khong
nhic gi dén dong song nay Co 18 boi day 1a sach dia chi nén nguoi bién soan hdi d6 chi ghl chép nhirng
gi trong lanh tho cia nude ta (Dai Nam) thoi d6 ching. Trong khi do, céc tai ligu chinh théng khac cua
triéu Nguyén nhu Pai Nam thuc luc, Pai Nam liét truyen lai nhleu Ian ghl nhan tén goi ‘Khung glang
(song Khung) cho phan cua dong Mé Kong ma ngudi Viét co tiép xic va biét dén, chay trén ving dat
giap ranh gitta Thai Lan véi Lao ngay nay.

3.4.2. Khung giang’ (& {L) khong phdi la tén goi do cac nha chép st thoi Nguyén tu dat. Ho,
han da dung chir = (Khung doc theo am Han Vi¢t) dé phién am yéu t6 [’k"don], [k"3:1]; con tir (chir)
{L (giang - doc theo am Han Vigt) dé dich yéu t6 [naam] [nagm] trong tén goi cua dong Mé Kéng
[naam *khdon] (theo tleng Thal) [nam kh3:9] (theo tieng Lao)

N6i duoc nhu thé, 13 vi doan song Mé Kong chay qua ving Mukdahan cta Thai Lan glap voi Lao
ngay nay, dugc Dai Nam Thuc luc dé cap nhiéu lan, duoc tiéng Théi, tiéng Lao viing ndy va vuing 1an can,
cho dén nay van goi tén la [ndam k"3:n]. Ban d6 Atlas.PL.I, Atlas.PL.1I ¢ ghi: ‘Nam Khong’; ban db
Bd.Annam. 1838 cuiia Taberd ghi: ‘S6ng Khong’; Pai Nam Qudc am ti vi ciia Huinh Tinh Cuia (1895-1896:
212, 922) va Dictionnaire Annamite-Francais cuia Genibrel (1898: tr. 702) cling ghi la ‘Song Khong

Thuc té 1a chi tir khi triéu Nguyén mé rong cuong vuc qubc gia nhu hodc gan nhu ngay nay, thi
ngudi Viét méi biét dén va lam quen Véi dong Mé Kong, dac biét la phan ha luu cta né chay trén ving dat
Nam B¢ Vi¢t Nam. Cho dén nira cudi the ki XIX, tén goi ‘Mé Kong’ chua dugc quen biét & Viét Nam.
biéu nay khong kho hiéu, vi nhiing i do vé mat lich sir, xa hoi, khoa hoc, vi diéu kién giao thdng, vi nhiing
han ché trong kham phé, nghién cau, tim hiéu vé dia Ii cua nguoi Viét Nam duong thoi.

Ngay nay, cach viét tén va phlen am tryc tiép theo tleng Au Chau (tiéng Phép): Mekong, da tro
thanh tén goi quoc té ciia dong song nay. Nguoi Viét hién noi va viét la: Mé Kong.

3.5. Tén goi (song) ‘Ciru Long’ ¢ Nam B¢ Vigt Nam

Trude nay, timg c6 co vai giai thuyét cho tén goi nay. Thir nhat, mot vai nha nghlen ctru cho rang
tén goi ‘Cuu Long’ ra doi tir danh tir chi ‘song’ thoi xua - ‘klong vbn rét pho bién & Bong Nam A
(Ta chi Dai Truong, 2004; Ly Tung Hiéu, 2022). Tht hai, goi 1a ‘song Ciru Long’, 14 vi ¢6 chin nhanh
song cua Tién Giang, Hau Giang do ra bién Dong

3.5.1. Trong s6 nhung nha nghién ctu co y kién thuoc giai thuyét thr nhét, Ta Chi Pai Truong
(2004: 343) nhan khi ban thao ve van dé lich str, néu y kién (nhung khong dua ctr liéu va phan tich cu
thé nao): “Ciing nhu khi ta quen gol con séng 16n noi nay la Curu Long va giang glal theo tinh cach van
hoa quen thudc 1a “chin rong” dé giai thich 1a vi n6 ¢6 chin phan lru ra bién ma khédng chiu tinh xem
c¢6 du nhu thé khong (rang dém Iam thi chi c6 tam ma thOI) thi cling nén chiu phuc thién nhan rang tén
do 1a “Klong” danh tu chung c6 nghia 14 “song”. Ctr gié mot ban do, vi du cia ban dao M4 lai 1a thay
ngay cac “klong’ tran ngap”.

Ly Tung Hiéu (2022: 53) gidi thich cu thé hon: “... tén song Ctru Long co thé 1a cach cac nha dia
If Trung Quoc dung chir Han dé ghi lai tén song “K’ rong” do cu dan Nam A trén dia ban Nam Van
Nam va Lao dung dé goi dong sdng, va ho da phién am lai thanh J1 #E “Jiti Long”. Ngudi Viét Nam
da theo d6 ma doc thanh “ctru Long”.

Mot vai nha nghién ctiu khac, qua nhing ¥ kién trao doi, chua cong bo chinh thac, c6 dién giai
cu thé hon, rang: t&n goi ‘Ciru Long’ 1a két qua cua qua trinh am tiét hoa t6 hop am dau *kl-/*kr- cua
tr co nghla song’ trong cac ngdn ngit Nam A trude day, ma luu tich hién con rat cu the (vi du nhu
trong cac ngén ngir da néu & muc 3.2.2 bén trén). Theo do, yéu t6 ‘ciru’ 1a két qua am tiét hoa (dé phan
anh) am *k- trong tir *k-ro:n (k"lo:n/ klon/ kro:y, ...), yéu to ‘long’ 1a két qua bién ddi ciia phan con lai
*_ro:n) (-lowy/ -lon/ -ro:m, ...). Pidu ndy ¢ thé hinh dung gan nhu trueong hop hinh thanh dia danh ‘Ca
Mau’ & Nam Bo Viét Nam. Ving dat Ca Mau vén ¢d tén tiéng Khmer ban dia Ia [tik k"'maiw] “(ving)
nuéce den”. Pia danh ‘Ca Mau’ 1a két qua bién ddi ngir &m cua tir [k"maiw]. Nguoi Viét dung tir
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[k"'maiw] (1a thanh t6 miéu ta) trong tén goi [tik k"ma'w] 1am tén riéng dé chi ving (dt) “nudc den”,
nhung phat am tir [k"ma'w] “theo céch ctia minh”: dm [k"-] trong t6 hop am dau [K"m] dugc am tiét
hoa thanh [ka] phan con lai: [ma*vv] phat & am thanh [maw]. Vi thé, [K'maw] duoc n6i va viét thanh Ca
Mau. Lugc do qué trinh bién ddi ngir am 4y la:

[K'maiw]  — [k"] —k — ka — ‘cd’
ma*W] — [maw] — [miw] — ‘mau’ ; CaMau
(Bén canh dia danh c6 nguon gbc Khmer nhu vy, nguoi Viét con dung hai yéu té Han Viét <U

Minh’, dich nghia tir ‘k"md'w’ trong tén goi [tik k"maiw], lam thanh dia danh (rirng) U Minh, (ving
dat) U Minh).

Trong thyc té nghién cau tir nguyén va dia danh & Viét Nam, c6 mé hinh bién di ngir &m - am
vi hoc lich sur cua tir/ dia danh,... theo cach thire nhu vira trinh bay trén déy, nhung truong hop (song)
Curu Long thi khdng phai thé, mac du gia thuyet c6 thé dién giai duoc bang md hinh bién doi rat dep:

*k-romp —  *k — ‘cuw’
—  *r-/*l-om — ‘long’ ; Cuu Long

Néu tiéng Viét di co tir ‘song’ (« *k-ro:n), ma dong thoi lai c6 mot danh tir chung, song tiét:
‘ctru - long’, cling ¢6 nghia la ‘séng’, dugc dung lam tén riéng dé dinh danh cho dong Mé Kéng, thi
chung ta méi c6 co s dé dién giai sy blen d6i ngir 4m - am vi hoc lich st va truy xét tir nguyén cho
‘ctru long’ theo mé hinh bién d6i dé xuat trén ddy, vi chiing ta c6 *k-ro:) va “ciru long’ 14 hai tir dong
nguyén (song thirc - double). Pang nay, ‘ctru long’ khong phai 1a mot danh tir ¢6 nghia ‘song’, khong
phai 1a ddng nguyén cua tir ‘sdng’ (« *k-ro:n), ma 1a mot danh ngit, ¢6 nghia 1a “chin con rong”, 1a
tén riéng ciia mot khuc song. (Duyén do cua tén goi ‘Ciru Long’ trinh bay tai myc 3.5.2 duoi day, s&
ching to dleu d90). Vi vay, ching ta (hién van) khdng c6 ctr liéu ngdn ngit, vin tu dang tin cay dé ching
thuc nguon gdc cua ‘ctru long’ 13 tir *k-/k"- (-ro:y/ -lo:y/ -lo:y/, ...) ma ra.

Triéu Nguyén nude ta, dén dau thé ki XIX méi thii dac toan bo ving Dong bang Nam Bo. Luc
do, ngudi Viét mai biét dén, 1am cha va dat tén (sdng) Tién Giang, (s6ng) Hau Giang, biét dén Tonly
Thom/S6ng Lén & Campuchia. Phan thudc “qudc ngoai” (so voi cuong vuc Dai Nam) cua sdng Mé
Kéng thi chinh sir nha Nguyén tuy c6 biét dén, nhung khong dit tén riéng cho né, ciing khong hé
chuyén tu, phién am tén goi ciia nd bang hai am tiét ‘ciru’-‘long’ nhu mé hinh cua giai thuyét néu trén,
ma dung tir Han Viét ‘giang’ dé dich tir [ndam]/[nam] (song), dung chir Han (&), doc am Han Viét:
‘khung’ dé phién &m gan dung tir [’khdon]/[k"3:n] cia tiéng Thai, tiéng Lao. Két qua 1a ta co tén goi
Khung giang (« naam ’khdon/ nam k"3:n). Khi nguoi Viét dung danh ngit ‘Cuu Long’ ddt tén cho
song thi ndi dung cau chuyén hoan toan khong phai nhu nhirng diéu vira trinh bay bén trén, ciing khéng
phai 1 chuyén ‘Ciru long giang” & Van Nam, Trung Qudc (sé trinh bay trong muc 3.5.3 dudi day).

3.5.2. Bbi voi giai thuyét: C6 chin nhdnh séng (cia Tién Giang, Hau Giang) do ra chin cira nén
goi la ‘Ciru Long’, cac tai liéu thé ki XIX dugc khao sat va trinh bay trong bai nay cho thdy rang van
dé khong phai hoan toan chi c6 thé.

Trude hét, trén thyc té cling nhu sach vo, tai liéu ghi chép, thuc thé ‘séng Ctru Long’ & Viét Nam
khong phai 14 mgt con séng, ma | mét mang ludi séng, voi hai truc chinh 1a Tién Giang, Hau Giang,
dugc coi 1a 1& thanh chin nhanh, qua chin ctra séng, d6 nudc vao bién Dong.

Mit khac, quan trong hon, tén goi ‘(séng) Ctru Long’/‘Ciru Long Giang® duoc ghi, dwoc nhéc dén
trong cac tai li€u lich sur, dia chi dugc khao sat, khong phai 1a tén goi ‘song Ciru Long” & Nam B¢ Viét
Nam, khong hé chi ‘séng Ctru Long’ & Nam B Viét Nam.

(i) Pai Nam nhat thong chi viét: “Séng Tién Giang: cach huyén Dong xuyén 2 dam phat nguyén
tir song Ctru Long & Trung qudc, nude chay vé phia tdy nam, qua cac nuéc Nam chudng, Van tuong
lam thanh Khung Giang” (tr.199, tap 5, ban dich Viét van nam 2006).
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(i) Gia Dinh thanh théng ch| trong muc ghi chep vé Trdn Binh Tuwong, Quyén I1: Son xuyén chi
viét: “Song My Tho?, & trudc tran 1am soéng cai cua tran, phat ngudn tir song Ctru Long tinh Van Nam
ctia Trung Qudc, chay nhanh cudn cudn, tir bic ma sang tay, trai qua cic nudc Lio ti song Nam Vang
nude Cao Mén, chia 1am hai song tién Giang va Hau giang ma chay xudng phia dong”...% (tr.42, ban
dich Viét van nam 1999).

(i) Pai Nam thuc luc (Dé ti ki, Quyén 36. Ban dich 4n hanh nam 2007, tap 7), trong mot cau
phu chi tai phan chinh van, viét “Khung Giang, sir truéc chép 1a song Ciru Long, trude 1a nuéc Ai
Lao, nay th man chd dy déu 1a bo lac ci, _20i 1a nguoi Lao” (tr. 1061). Nhu vay, Dai Nam thyc luc co
no6i dén tén ¢ song Cuu Long’ dua vao nguon ‘sir trude”, va biét do 1a séng Khung; nhung chung ta hién
nay khdng biét duoc Pai Nam thuc luc noi “str trude” la néi dén tai liéu ndo. Mt khac, du sao di nira,
thi tén goi ‘sdng Cuiti Long’ trong cau phy chil 4y ciing khong phéi 1 ‘song Ctru Long” & Nam Bo Viét Nam?”.

(iv) Hai ban dd: Atlas.PL.1 va Atlas.PL.II v& va ghi tén ‘Ciru Long Giang’ (Kiou long kiang/
Kieou - Long - Kiang) cho khlc cudi ciia Lan Thwong Giang (i it 1) - doan sdng Mé Kéng chay
trén dat tinh Van Nam Trung Qudc. (Xin xem phan trich anh chup man hinh ban d Atlas.PL.I va
Atlas.PL.Il. to Atlas du Voyage d’Exploration en Indo-Chine. Paris, 1873 dudi day.

(https://patrimoine.sorbonne-universite. fr) - TOi da X0a ngang anh cho dé doc chu)
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(v) Pai Nam qudc dm tir vi ciia Huinh Tinh Cua (1895-1896: 212) ghi: “Cuu Long Giang. Tén
song & vé phla Van Nam, thong véi song Khong, sdng Huinh-ha” (tr.212); Viét Nam ti dién cua Hoi
Khai tri Tién dirc (1931: 106) ghi: “Ctu-Long-giang /LEEIL. Tén mot con song I6n phat nguyén ty
Tay-tang, chay qua An-do Chi-na, phan dia gioi nuéc Lao va nude Xiém”. (O day khong thao luan vé
sai sOt cua thong tin “théng voi song Huinh ha” néu trong Pai Nam qudc dm tie vi).

(vi) Tai diém dau tién vé dong Mé Kéng, ¢ goc trén, bén trai caa An Nam Pai quoc hoa do (1838),
c6 ghi tén ‘Curu Long Giang’. Tai diém dau tién vé song Mé Kong, ¢ goc trén, bén trai ciia Pgi Nam
nhat thong toan do ciing ghi tén chir Han JLEEYL (Ciu Long giang).

Dooyr .y

X¥ A

25 Mot nhénh cua (sdng) Tién Giang.

26 Nguyeén van: “SEUL /e ST 2 RE VT LU 95072 N 1 55 1 44 U B VL IEERB 1 1 AL G 7 468 o 2 [ R v 4 R P 2RV 5 2
2 PV SAIAE T 27 (tr.38D-39a). Phién &m Han Viét: “My Tho giang, tai trn tlen vi trin dai giang ky nguyén phat u ndi

d1a Van Nam tinh Citu Long Giang di & hoat phét, tw bic tay nhi kinh chu Lao quéc lich Cao Mién quéc Nam Vang giang

phén vi Tién Hau ludng giang dong luu ha lai”. (Trong nguyén ban khong ¢ doan ‘ciia Trung Quéc’).

27 Boan van ban ¢6 cau phu chd: “... ngudi tinh Quang Binh di tham v& néi ring: Nguoi Phap dong thuyén ¢ bén séng Khung

giang, chd 4y dong ddn sai canh giir nghiém mat, thé man khong dam cho di. Khung Giang, sir trugc chép 1a séng Ciru Long,

truge 1a nudc Ai Lao, nay thé man chd dy déu 1a bo lac cii, goi 1a ngudi Lao vua cho la nhing 161 néi 4y chua biét hu thuc,

sai 2 xa Nghé An, Cam L ludn ludn do tham tau 1én”. (é tit ki, Quyén 36. Ban dich 4n hanh nim 2007, tap 7, tr.1061).
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JLIRTL

Cuau Long Giang

Pai Nam nhdt

théng toan do An Nam dai quéc

naa sau thé ky hoa do 1838
XI1X, sau 1838. cua Aj.L.
Taberd).

Nhu vay, cac tai liéu: Pai Nam thiee luc, Dai Nam liét truyén, Pai Nam nhat thong chi, Gia Dinh
thanh thong chi, Petit cours de geographle de la Basse - Cochichine (Tmong Vinh Ky, 1875: 25), ban
d6 Atlas.PL.II., ghi nhan tén .goi Tien Giang, Hau Giang nhleu 1an, rat cu thé. Tén ‘Ciru Long Giang’
(séng Ctlru Long) tuy cé vai lan n6i dén trong Pai Nam nhdt thong chi, Gia Pinh thanh thdng chi, nhung
do 1a tén ban dia ctia khic cudi song Lan Thuong (Lan Thuong Giang - mot doan song Mé Kong, trén
dat Van Nam, Trung Qudc), hoan toan khong phai 14 n6i vé ‘séng Ciru Long’ 6 Nam B Viét Nam.

3.5.3. Vay Ciru Long Giang (song Cuu Long) ¢ Van Nam, Trung Quac la gi?

Diém (iv), myc 3.5.2 bén trén da trinh bay rang, ban do Atlas.PL.I, Atlas.PL.11 vé& va ghi Kiou
long kiang/ Kieou - Long - Kiang (Cuu Long Glang) & khic cudi cua Lan Thuong Giang. Sich Dai
Thanh nhdt thang chi (j(/ﬁ—‘éﬁj: 28 ¢6 ghi kha nhiéu dia danh ‘Ctru Long & nhiéu noi trén dét nuéc
Trung Quéc, trong d6 c6 mot s6 con song duoc goi 1a ‘Ctu Long giang’. Rleng phan chi vé phu Phd
Nhi tinh Van Nam, quyen 337, khi néi vé song Lan Thuong - Mé Kong, c¢6 ghi rat ro: “Manh Tat giang
[sbng Manh Tat] & ve phia Nam phu thanh, cach 240 dam, db vao [song] Cau Long Giang. [Song] Ciu
Long Giang & phia Nam phu thanh, cach 1.042 dam, Ia khiic Cuol Cua [song] Lan Thuong Giang, chay
tr hudng tay bic, ubn khic quanh chin dai nai dbi nhau, uyén chuyén nhu chin con rong dang bay
lugn, cho nén goi la Cuu Long”?. Poan ghi chép nay hoan toan phu hop véi tén goi Kiou long kiang
va Kieou - Long - Kiang ghi trén ban dd Atlas.PL.I va Atlas.PL.1I (ban in nam 1873). Mit khéc, noi
dung cua doan chi ciing cho thiy: “Ciru Long giang” chi la tén goi dia phuong danh cho mét khic cua
Lan Thu:ong Giang, khong phai tén goi do cac nha dia I Trung Quoc ding chit Han FLEE dé ghi am
‘K’rong’ roi dugc bo quoc chi cua triéu Thanh ghi nhan.

Nhu Vay, chinh xac 1a c6 khac cudi cua (song) Lan Thuong Giang dugc cu dan ban dia séng
quanh khtc song do6 goi la *Cuu Long Giang’. Sach Gia Pinh thanh thong chi nhic dén song d6, nhung
tac gid cta sach - cu Trinh Hoai Dic, hoan toan khong co y dat tén ‘Curu Long Giang’ cho mot con
song nao hay tat ca cac con song trong mang luéi ‘song Ciru Long” ¢ nuée Pai Nam duong thoi.

4. Két luan

Nhiing cir ligu dugc phan tich va trinh bay trén day cho phép chung ta c6 tong két lai may diém nhu sau:

4.1. Khi nguoi Au chau moi den bong Duong va lam quen, kham pha song Mé Kong, ho da phién
am tén goi tiéng Lao [me: kh3:n], tiéng Thai [mée ’khdon] ciia dong song nay va ghi chép theo tiéng Au
chau cua ho (chu yeu la tiéng Phap) thanh Mekong va/hoic Me kong. Nguoi Viét da phlen am Mekong
tu tleng Phap sang tleng Viét va viét thanh Mé Koéng, Mé kong hodc Mékdng. Tén goi nay bat dau di vao
tiéng Viét va dan dan dugc sir dung, quen thudc trong doi séng Viét ngir chi tir khoang cubi thé ki XIX.

28 Tran trong cam on chi Li LiJuan (Ly Lé Quyén) - giang vién ciia truong Dai hoc Sur pham Van Nam, da gitip t6i kiém tra
nhitng tu liéu nay.

2 Nguyén van: “HifT7ERT IR — & I8+ 5L UL LRI IE R4 re — T 00— B e T 2%, | v d6iR, Sel
LA AR ), R 42, #5044 [Manh Tat giang tai phi thanh Nam nhi béach tir thap ly, nhap Cru Long giang, Ciru long giang
tai phu thanh Nam nhit thién tir thap nhi 1Y, vi Lan Thuong giang chi ty, ty tay bc lwu, nhidu son thé ciru linh twéng huéng
kiéu du long, co6 danh].
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Hién nay, Mekong la tén goi qudc té. Cac tén goi khac cua dong Mé Kong dugc nguodi Au chau
phién am theo ngdn ngir ban dia tai dia phuong, ving mién ma né chay qua, hodc tu ho dat ra (vi du
nhu: [s6ng] Cambode/Cambodie, song Khong), déu khéng tro thanh tén goi qudc té.

4.2. Vg mat tir nguyén, yéu t mé/me, kéng/kong trong trong tén goi Mé Kéng/ Mekong, lan luot
c6 nguon goc tir [mée], [me:], [’k*don], [kh3:n] trong tén goi [mée "khdon], [mé kh3:n] cua ticng Thali,
tleng Lao. Dén luot minh, [’ khoog] [kh3:n] cua tleng Thai, tleng Lao lai ¢6 nguén goc vay muon tur
ngdn ngir Nam A. Chiing ta c6 thé thay duoc diéu nay bang cac phan tich theo cach ciia ngon ngir hoc
so sanh lich sir va tir nguyén hoc.

4.3. Céc vuong trieu Nguyén, khi me rong va thong nhat cuong vuc quéc gia c6 biét dén dong
Mé Kong trén thuc dia, nhung ho khong goi tén n6 nhu nguoi Au chau d lam (phién am: Mekong)
ma phong theo tén dia phuong tiéng Thai, tiéng Lao cua dong sdng nay, vira dich nghia, vira phién am
bang &m Hén Viét 1a Khung Giang (song Khung).

4.4, Mang ludi cac chi luu cua song Mé Kong Chay trén dat Nam Bo Viét Nam duoc nguorl Viét
gol la séng Cuu Long (Curu Long giang). Cac vuong tricu Nguyen khong dat ra tén goi nay; va tén goi
nay cting khong danh cho riéng mét con song, nhanh song cu thé nao & dong bang Nam Bo.

Hai bo sach Pai Nam nhat thong chi va Gia Pinh thanh théng chi déu c6 néi dén tén ‘Cuu Long
Giang’, nhung d6 1a tén khuic cudi cta Lan Thuong Giang - doan séng Mé Kong trén dat Van Nam,
Trung Quéc, hoan toan khong phai 1a tén song Cuu Long’ & Viét Nam. Mat khac, tén khtic séng d6
cling khong phai 1a tén dai dién hoic thay thé cho tén goi cua toan bo dong Mé Kong

Céc tai liéu dugc khao sat va trinh bay trong bai viét nay khong cho thay mot minh chirng nao thé
hién nguoi cu thé nao, vao lic nao, da dit tén cho song Curu Long & Nam B9 Vigt Nam. Trén sach bao,
trugc nay, cO y kién (truc tiép h0ac gian tlep) noi rang tac gia cua Gia Dinh thanh thdng chi - cu Trinh
Hoai Buc, la ngudi da dat tén ‘Ciru Long glang cho ‘séng Ctru Long’ & Nam B6. Nhung, diéu nay,
nhu da phén tich bén trén, 1a khong chinh xac.

Mic du vay, van can phai thay va c6 thé tin dugc rang: cai tén ‘Ctru Long Giang’ & Van Nam,
Trung QUOC ma Trinh Hoai Dtic nhac dén trong Gia Pinh thanh théng chi, co & da “truyen cam hung”
cho cong dong cu dan ddng bang Nam B9. Trong qua trinh chinh phuc, Song cung ddng bing nay,
chinh cu dan & d6 da phat hién cac nhanh séng db ra blen va trong doi Song ngon ngir - van hoa cua
minh, ho da dung cum tir Han Viét Czzu Long (dep ca vé ¥ nghia lan quan niém va biéu tuong van hoa)
dé goi tén cho chin nhanh song toa ra tir Tlen Glang Hau Giang, roi goi ca mang luci sdng co két ndi
véi chin nhanh do 1a song Cuu Long’. Biéu nay, trong nghién ctru ve dia danh, vé tur nguyen nguoi
ta thuong goi 1a tir nguyén dan gian. Nhung duyén do thuc té, dang tin cdy cua tén goi ‘song Ciru Long’
& Nam B6 Viét Nam thi lai 1a nhu vay.

Trong khi do, cai tén ‘Cuu Long Giang’ ¢ Van Nam, Trung Qudc la cau chuyén hoan toan khac.
Nguoi ban dia ¢ Van Nam goi khuc cudi cua Lan Thucmg Giang la ‘Cyu Long Giang’ vi mot duyén do
nhu Pgi Thanh chi (quyen 337) da ghi r6: khiic song ay uon minh quanh chin dai nai dbi nhau, uyén
chuyén nhu chin con réng dang bay luon. Nhu Vay, co tén goi song Cuu Long’/‘Cu’u Long Giang’ ¢
Nam B¢ Vi¢t Nam va tén goi ‘Ciru Long Giang® & Van Nam. Hai cdi tén nay c lién quan dén dong Mé
Koéng, nhung lai ¢6 hai duyén do khac nhau, ha1 “su tich” khac nhau. D6 14 diém khac biét can phal ghl nhan.

4.5. Nghién ctru tir nguyén hoac nguon gbc lich six cua tir va dia danh, luon lu6n la véan dé khong
don gian. Viéc tim toi, khao ching nhung cu ligu Ve nguon goc cua tén goi (song) Mé Kéng, (song) Cuu
Long 1a dé gop phan lam rd thém mot so diém Ve mat ngon ngit, dia Ii va lich st caa hai tén goi nay.
Chinh chin nhanh séng duoc coi nhu nhitng con rong (du thuc té ¢6 9 rong hay 8 rong ciing khong co gi
quan trong Iam) la nguyen do ra doi cua tén goi (song) Cuu Long” ¢ Nam B¢ Viét Nam. D6 1a mot dia
danh gan lién voi qua trinh nhén thirc van hoa - Xa hoi cua cu dan dong bang sdng Ciru Long, da ton tai
bén viing tir trudc dén nay va 1a mot bleu tuong van hoa - lich str, vira dep vira thiéng liéng cia Viét
Nam: ‘(song) Cuu Long’ va “dat chin rong v6i chin nhanh song dua nudéc vé bién Dong, mang phu sa
vé 1am nén ‘dat phirong Nam’, 1am nén “dong bang sdng Cuu Long® dep giau bac nhat cua dat nudc.
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