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KHAO SAT MQT SO CACH CHUYEN DICH VI TU TINH THAI SHOULD
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Abstract: The modal verb “should” is frequently encountered in English. In addition to its use in
advice, “should” also conveys a variety of meanings that would require different translation into
Vietnamese. This article reiterates a few key points regarding modality and its various expressions in
English and Vietnamese. These points will provide a basis for the examination of instances of “should”
in five books by American and British authors. This analysis involves contrasting them with their
corresponding Vietnamese translations, aiming to derive different appropriate translation for “should”
in the Vietnamese context.
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1. Pat van dé

Tuy khong hé méi me, tinh thal van la mot pham tru duoc cha y dén sau nhitng pham tru,
vén dé khéc trong ngdn ngir hoc cau trdc truyén thong Thuc té trén c6 I8 da gitp n6 duoc tiép
can va kién giai theo nhiéu hudng hon so voi nhitng van dé da qua quen thudc nhu tir loai, cac
quy tac ct phép,.... Tuy nhién, vi dugc cha ¥ dén sau nén pham trii nay it dwoc quan tam hon
trong cac chuong trinh gido duc ngdn ngit, thé hién don cir qua viéc vi tir tinh thai, nhom don
vi 1am phuong tién tinh thai kha quan trong trong tiéng Anh, thuong duoc goi 1a “dong tir
khiém khuyét” hay “trg dong tir”, khong thé hién rd ban chét ciing nhu chirc niang cua Ip tir
nay. Mot trong c4c vi tir tinh thai nhu vay la should, thuong gén lién véi cac loi khuyén [9].
Két qua khao séat kho ngit liéu tiéng Anh - My duong dai (Corpus of Contemporary American
English, hay COCA), should la tir théng dung tha 125 va 1a vi tir tinh thai thdng dung thir sau,
chi sau will, can, would, could, may [5], cho thdy d6 phd bién va phan nao vai tro cua no.

Bai viét s& tién hanh khao sét vi tir tinh thai should ¢ 05 tAc pham cua cac tac gia nguoi
Anh va My cing céch chuyén dich & ban tiéng Viét twong Gng. Céac tac pham duoc chon la
The Selfish Gene cua Dawkins (2006), Bad Science cua Goldacre (2009), Bullshit Jobs: A
Theory cua Graeber (2018), How Language Began: The Story of Humanity’s Greatest
Invention cua Everett (2017) va Justice: What'’s the Right Thing to Do? cta Sandel (2012).
Pay la nhitng tdc pham phi hu ciu dugc Viét véi van phong gan giii doc gia dai ching, voi
ham luong céc thuat ngir chuyén mén khéng qua nhiéu, vi vay thuan lgi cho viéc dbi chiéu
gitta ban gdc véi ban dich.

* Hoc vién cao hoc, Trudng DH Khoa hoc X& hoi va Nhan vin - PHQG Thanh phb H6 Chi Minh
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2. Tinh théai

Hién tai van con nhiéu cach hiéu rat khac nhau vé van dé tinh thai. C6 thé bat dau tir pham
trul logic ngit nghia, voi doi 1ap giira cai “tat yéu” va cai “kha di”’. Cac nha logic hoc chi quan
tam dén tinh thai “tit chan” (alethic modality), tirc chan tri cia mot ménh dé nao do 1a tat yéu
dung/sai, hay c6 kha ning ding/sai [8]. Xac dinh pham tru tinh thai nhu thé, tuy 1a qué hep,
nhung ciing xay dung nén ddi 1ap quan trong cé thé tim thiy & tinh thai trong ngén ngir tu
nhién [10]. Qua dé, c6 thé xem tinh thai 12 thanh phan thé hién tinh tit yéu hay kha di cuia mot
ménh d& nao d6. Fillmore [6] cho rang tinh thai 1a thanh phan cua cau khong thudc ndi dung
ménh dé, va két hop véi ndi dung nay dé hinh thanh nghia cta cau.

Ciing c6 thé dinh nghia tinh thai trong twong quan Vi cac pham tri khac caa ngon ngir
nhu “y nghia thoi gian” (hay “thoi”) va “y nghia thé”. Néu nhu “thoi” chi dén thoi diém cua
su tinh trong méi quan hé twong ddi voi diém tao lap phat ngdn hay mot méc tham chiéu biét
trude, “y nghia thé” cho biét ban chat cua su tinh, dac biét 1a “thanh phan thoi tinh noi tai” cua
né (Comrie, 1976), thi “tinh thai” cho biét trang thai ctia su tinh theo nhan dinh cia nguoi phét
ngdn (theo [10]). Huddleston & Pullum [7] lién két “thi” (tense) v6i “thoi” (time), “thé”
(aspect) voi “y nghia thé” (aspectuality), “thtrc” (mood) v6i “tinh thai” (modality). Vi “thi”,
“thé&”, va “thtrc” 1a ba pham trdi ngit phap c6 quan hé mat thiét, cac pham tri ngit nghia twong
g vai chiing ciing lién quan chat ché nhau. Lyons [8] nhan xét rang trong tiéng Anh, cac két
cau thé hién y nghia qua khir va twong lai d6i khi cling mang theo nghia tinh théi. Palmer [10]
néu ra nhiéu ngdn ngir, trong do co tiéng Anh, sir dung cac yéu té tinh thai khac nhau dé dién
ta y nghia tuong lai, cling nhu sir dung hinh thirc qué khir ciia vi tir nham biéu hién nhiéu pham
tri tinh thai khac nhau nhu tinh thai phi hién thyc (irrealis) chang han.

Ta ciing c6 thé xét tinh thai qua binh dién ngir dung. Nguyén Vin Hiép [3], khi trinh bay
vé lich str nghién ctu tinh théi ¢6 nhic dén Searle (1969) da sir dung Ii thuyét hanh dong ngon
tir (speech act) caa Austin (1962) nhiam phan tich cac hién tuong lién quan dén thuc va tinh
thai. Cao Xu&n Hao [1] c6 phén biét hai loai tinh thai trong ngdn ngir 1a “tinh thai ctia hanh
dong phat ngon” va “tinh thai cua o1 phat ngén”. Trong do, “tinh thai ctia hanh dong phat
ngdn” phan loai cac phat ngdn theo “muc tiéu va tac dung trong giao t&”, von quan hé truc tiép
dén lyc ngon trung (illocutionary force) va hanh dong xuyén ngdn (perlocutionary act) - hai
khéi niém co ban trong Ii thuyét hanh dong ngon tir cua Austin.

Qua nhirng kién giai trén, ta c6 thé rat ra duoc mot s két luan nhu sau. Tinh thai 13 mot
pham trii ngit nghia lién d6i ba ddi twong: ngudi phat ngdn, ndi dung phéat ngdn, va thuc té
tham chiéu dén. N6 ciing gin bo chat ché véi cac pham trd ngir nghia khac cua vi tir nhur y
nghia vé thoi gian hay vé thé. Va trong noi bo cua tinh thai, ddi 1ap co ban nhat 1a ddi 1ap giira
“tat yéu” va “kha di”.
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3. Cac dbi lap vé tinh thai

Bai viét nay tiép can cac hién tuong tinh thai trong ngdn ngit theo cach don gian nhat:
phan chia thanh tinh thai ménh d& (propositional modality) va tinh thai sy tinh (event modality)
theo Palmer [10]. Tinh thai ménh d¢ lién hé dén tinh chan xéac ciia ménh dé dugc noi d&én trong
cau, trong khi tinh thai su tinh lién hé dén viéc 1am cho ménh dé tré thanh thuec tai.

Tinh thai ménh dé c6 thé duogc chia 1am hé thdng thuc ching (evidentiality) va tinh thai
nhan thirc (epistemic modality). Hé thong thuc ching cung cp céc bang ching vé tinh chan
X&c cua ndi dung sy tinh, cho biét sy tinh néu trong ciu 1a do ngudi phat ngdn tan mat ching
kién, nghe thiy, hay suy luan dua trén bang ching nao dé.... Tinh thai nhan thuc lai thé hién
cach danh gia ciia nguoi phéat ngbn vé tinh chan thuc cta sy tinh noi dén trong cau. Panh gia d6
c6 thé 1a phong doan (speculative), suy dién (deductive), hay la gia dinh (assumptive). Pai dién
tiéu biéu cho ting loai danh gia trén 1an luot 12 may, must, va will dwoc st dung trong cac cau:

a) It may rain. (= Troi ¢6 thé mua.)
b) It must rain. (= Troi chic chan mua.)
c) It will rain. (= Troi s€ mua.)

Theo d6, “phong doan” thé hién mot phan doan “kha di”” (c6 thé dung hodc sai), “suy dién”
thé hién mot phan doan “tat yéu” (phai la nhu vay chir khdng thé khac), trong khi gia dinh gan
gidng vai “suy dién” nhung & mirc d6 nhe hon (phai 1a nhu thé méi hop Ii, nhung van c6 thé
c6 truong hop dic biét, han hitu). Mac do chic chin trong phan doan cé thé giam nhe néu sir
dung dang qué khir trong trng cua cac vi tir trén. Song, vi must khéng c6 dang qué khir tuong
rng nén should/ought to 1ap vao chd tréng nay. Véi cac phan doan vé tinh chan thuc cua mot
su tinh xay ra trong qua kht, cau triic “vi tir tinh thai + have + phan tir qua kht (past participle)”
dugc st dung ([10]; [7]).

O thé ddi 1ap voi tinh thai ménh dé 1a tinh théi su tinh, vén ciing dugc chia lam hai pham
trii: tinh thai dao nghia (deontic modality) va tinh thai trang hudng (dynamic modality). Nhitng
thuat ngit “epistemic”, “deontic”, va “dynamic” xuat hién lan dau trong von Wright [12], trong
khi thuat ngit tiéng Viét twong g duoc tham khao tir Nguyén Vin Hiép [3]. Biém khéc biét
gitra hai pham tru tinh thai su tinh 1 sy hién hitu ca tac dong ngoai luc 1én tién trinh hién
thuc hod: néu co thi do 1a tinh thai dao nghia, con néu khong thi d6 1a tinh thai trang hudng.
Tinh thai trang hudng, vi vdy, cd thé 1a “kha ning” (abilitative), thé hién qua vi tir can, hoic
1a “y chi” (volitative), thé hién qua vj tir will.

Tinh thai dao nghia dugc chia lam ba dang: cho phép (permissive), nghia vu (obligative),
va két uéc (commissive). O ba dang nay, ta co thé thiy sy ddi 1ap gitta tinh “kha di” cia “cho
phép” (thé hién qua vi tir may hoac can) voi tinh “tat yéu” cua “nghia vu” (thé hién qua vj tir
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must). Trong khi d6, “két woc” lai lién quan dén su cam két ciia ngudi ndi vé mot su tinh chic
chan s& dién ra trong twong lai, thé hién qua vi tir shall, nhu:

d) You shall get it tomorrow. (= (T6i cam két) Anh/Chi s& nhan né vao ngay mai.)

Ngoai trir “két u6c”, y nghia bat buoc & hai dang con lai c6 thé dwoc giam nhe khi sir
dung dang qué khir caa vi tir twong ng; mot lan nita, should/ought to 1ap vao chd tréng trong
turong quan v6i must thay vi biéu thi y nghia “két wéc” giam nhe mic du n6 1a dang quéa khir
cua shall. C6 thé duing cau trac “vi tir tinh thai + have + phan tir quéa kht” dé biéu dién ¥ nghia
bit budc trong qué khu, song quy tic nay chi 4p dung véi should va ought to, vi cau tric may
have va must have chi c6 thé hiéu duoc theo tinh thai nhan thuc [10]. Theo Huddleston &
Pullum [7], hién tuong ndy c6 thé duoc giai thich rang viéc danh gia tinh chan xac ctia mot sy
tinh nao d6 thudng thién vé cac su tinh da xay ra trudc thoi diém danh gia, con viéc cho phép,
bat budc mot diéu gi d6 s& c6 y nghia hon néu diéu d6 chua xay ra lic phat ngdn. Noi cach
khéc, tinh thai nhan thac thién vé nhitng sy tinh da xay ra trong qué kht, trong khi tinh théi
dao nghia hudng dén hién thyc hod mét sy tinh nao dé trong hién tai hodc twong lai.

e N
Cac hién twong tinh thai
. >
Tinh thai trong logic hoc Tinh thai trong ngén ngi»
. > >
) l . p / \ .
Tinh thai tat chan Tinh thai ménh dé J Tinh thai sw tinh
o 7 - - /\ i
4 4 ™
Hé théng Tinh thai Tinh thai Tinh thai
thwe ching nhan thure dao nghia trang huéng
- >

Hinh 1. So' do tém hroc cac hién nrong tinh thai

Tom lai, ta c6 thé tong hop cac hién tuong tinh thai nhu Hinh 1. Ngoai nhitng noi dung
da trinh bay, van con mot s diém can cha y vé cach phan lap hé théng tinh thai. Nhu da thdy
qua cac vi du, cac vi tir tinh thai trong tiéng Anh c6 thé duoc st dung trong nhiéu kiéu dang
tinh thai khac nhau chir khdng gisi han & duy nhét tinh thai dao nghia hay tinh thai nhan thurc.
Trong tiéng Viét ciing c6 hién tuong twong ty, thé hién qua vi tir “co thé” [3], vi du:

e) Hén c6 thé bé ca bo diia bang tay. (trang hudng)

f) Anh c6 thé hat thude trong phong kia. (dao nghia)

g) Troi c6 thé dang mua. (nhan thirc)
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Dé khtr nhap nhang, ta c6 thé dua vao xu huéng ma Huddleston & Pullum [7] da ghi nhan
hay chi y téi nhan xét caa Lyons [8] rang tinh thai dao nghia thién vé hudng “tat yéu”, trong
khi tinh thai nhan thie thién vé huéng “kha di”.

4. Vi tir tinh thai tiéng Anh

Ferdinand de Haan (2005) téng hop cac phuong tién biéu thi y nghia tinh thai & nhiéu
ngén ngir khac nhau nhu sau:

- C4C Vi tir tinh thai (modal auxiliary verb), dién hinh 1a c&c vi tir tinh thai trong tiéng Anh;

- thirc, pham trli ngi phéap cua vi tir, xay dung trén dbi 1ap gitra thirc tran thuat (indicative)
va thiic gia dinh (subjunctive), ciing nhu cac d6i 1ap khac nhu thicc ménh Iénh (imperative),
thirc uwdc vong (optative),...;

- c4c phu t6 tinh thai, chiang han cc phu tb thuc chiing trong tiéng Tuyuca [10, tr. 36];
- cach tinh thai, pham tru ngtr phap cua danh tu;

- cac phuong tién tir vung nhu tinh tir va trang tu tinh thai (probably, definitely,...), cac
tiéu tir tinh thai, va cac két cau phu tro (I think, 1 believe,...).

Tro vi tir tiéng Anh dugc xem 1a mot tap hop dong gdm cac vi tir xac dinh [11]. Céc thanh
vién dién hinh cua tiéu tir loai nay 1a do, have, be - ba vi tir phi tinh thai, va cac vi tir tinh théi
will, shall, can, may, must, ought (to) cling cac dang qua khi cia ching (néu cé). Tuy should
thue té 12 dang qua khir cua shall, cach hoat dong cua hai vi tir nay kha khac nhau. Quirk et al.
[11] miéu ta shall dung dé n6i vé cac sy tinh trong twong lai (von hoan toan cé thé thay thé
bang will), theo y nghia két wéc nhu Palmer [11], hay néi dén nghia vu trong ngdn ngir hop
dong. Huddleston & Pullum [7] ciing cho rang y nghia should c6 sy khac biét dang ké, kho c6
thé lién hé véi cac nghia cua shall. Vi Ii do nay, bai viét s& chi tap trung dén vi tir should cha
khong xét dén cac hién dang nguyén thé shall caa né.

Nhu di biét, should mang mic do giam nhe so voi must; va vi must thé hién tinh tat yéu,
thién vé tinh thai dao nghia hon, nén should ciing c6 xu hudng nga vé tinh thai dao nghia nhiéu
hon. R rang nhat 12 trong khi must have chi cé thé hiéu theo tinh thai nhan thuc, should have
lai chi hiéu duoc theo tinh thai dao nghia (su tinh déng 1& phai dién ra). Vi tir nay ciing xuét
hién trong ménh dé diéu kién, chi mét tinh hudng hiém cé kha nang xay ra. Trong nhitng két
cau nay, should c6 thé duoc dao vi. Y nghia “sy tinh tiém ning” nay ctia should ciing thé hién
qua cac két cau “kha hiru” (putative, thuat ngir cia Quirk et al., [11]) hay cac két cau it tinh
tinh thai (low-degree modality, thuat ngir cua Huddleston & Pullum [7]). O céac két cau nay,
should c6 thé duoc lugc bé ma khong thay ddi qua nhiéu dén y nghia cua cau, vi dy:
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h) It is essential that he (should) know. (“quy dinh” hay “mandative”)

i) The teacher writes the keywords in bold so that students (should) easily memorize.
(“muc dich” hay “purposive”)

j) It is strange that you (should) feel this way. (“biéu cam” hay “emotive”, cac thuat ngir
déu tham khao Huddleston & Pullum [7])

Tinh thai dao nghia trong cac két cAu “quy dinh” da thé hién rd qua céc tinh tir tinh thai
lam vi tir trung tam, vi vay should & day ciing mang ¥ nghia tinh thai. Tir should trong két cau
“biéu cam” thé hién rd danh gia vé mot sy tinh thuc hitu, vi vay thé hién rd tinh thai nhan thuc.
Truong hop should xuét hién trong két cau “muc dich” nghiéng vé tinh thai dao nghia hon, c6
thé giai thich & day should 1a dang giam nhe cta vi tir shall ding véi nghia két wéc. Trong khi
do, should & cac ménh dé diéu kién thé hién cach danh gia vé kha ning xay ra cia mot sy tinh
nao do, twong ty cac vi du a, b, ¢, nén cd thé duoc xép vao tinh thai nhan thirc. T4t nhién, phan
chia nhu vy chua han da rach roi va s& ¢ nhiéu truong hop ludng kha, thé hién qua phan
khao sat dudi day.

5. Cac don vi, két cAu twong dwong trong tiéng Viét

Dua trén quan diém cua Fillmore [6] vé su phan lap cau thanh noi dung ménh dé va thanh
phan tinh thai, ta c6 thé tién hanh dit song song cac cau tiéng Anh c6 vi tir should véi nhitng
cdu tuong wng trong tiéng Viét, loai bo nhirng thanh phan thudc noi dung ménh dé va so sanh
nhitng phuong tién tinh thai gitta nhirng cap cau nay. Nhu da trinh bay, vi tir tinh théi khéng
phai 14 phuong tién duy nhat biéu thi tinh thai trong tiéng Anh. Vi vy ta ciing can gat sang
mot bén nhitng phuong tién tinh théi trong nhitng cau gdc cing nhimg don vi twong duong
trong tiéng Viét.

La mot ngdn ngir don 1ap, khdng bién hinh, tiéng Viét khdng c6 nhitng phuong tién nhu
“thuc”, “phu t6 tinh thai”, hay ‘“céch tinh thai” nhu Haan néu trén. Dya trén dé xuat cua
Nguyén Vin Hiép [3] va miéu ta cia Cao Xuan Hao [1] vé céc hién tuong tinh thai trong tiéng
Viét, ta c6 thé xét nhitng don vi sau dé khao sét cach chuyén dich tiém nang cua should: 1)
C4cC Vi tir tinh thai nhu “da”, “s&”, “co thé”,...; 2) cac quéan ngit tinh thai; 3) céc tiéu tur, tro tir
tinh thai; 4) dé tinh théi; 5) thuyét tinh théi; 6) cac két cau diéu kién;

Theo du doan cua tac gia tham luan, nhiéu hién dang caa should s& duoc chuyén thanh vi
tir tinh thai, boi ban dich tiéng Viét cia cac tac pham dugc khao sat bam khé sét ban tiéng Anh,
chuyén dich tirng ngir doan va ting tir mot trong van ban ngudn sang vin ban dich. Song nhu
vay khong c6 nghia la cac phuong tién Kia sé bi gat qua mot bén.

6. Két qua khao sat

Khao sat ghi nhan tong cong 770 hién dang riéng biét, khong tring lap caa should trong
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5 tac pham. The Selfish Gene c6 tong cong 234 hién dang should, tuy nhién, c6 6 hién dang
Xuat hién trong cac doan bi lap lai, vi vay chi c6 228 hién dang khdng tring nhau. Bad Science
c6 téng cong 141 hién dang should, song ¢é 1 hién dang nam trong ct khong dwoc chuyén
dich sang ban tiéng Viét. Bullshit Jobs 1a trudng hop dang chi ¥ nhét: ban dich tiéng Viét lugc
bo kha nhiéu doan so véi ban géc tiéng Anh. Puoc biét hién sach chwa tai ban nén nguyén do
c6 thé khdng phai do ban dich dua trén mot an ban nao khac. Cac doan bj lugc ciing kha nhiéu
va gan ké nhau nén kho cé kha ning do sai s6t. Vay nén nguyén nhan kha di nhat 1a luoc bo
vi dich gia va nha xuat ban xem 1a khéng quan trong. Vay trong s6 103 hién dang should duogc
ghi nhan, chi c6 68 hién dang la c¢6 ban dich trong dwong. How Language Began ciing c6 tong
cong 68 hién dang should duoc dich, nhung do cling 1a toan b hién dang should xuét hién
trong tac pham nay. Justice: What's the Right Thing to Do 1a tac pham c6 nhiéu hién dang
should khéng tring lap nhat, 230 hién dang, trong d6 c6 229 hién dang nam trong c&c cau, cl
c6 ban tiéng Viét tuong Gng. Vay, co tit ca 733 hién dang should xuét hién trong cac cau, cu
c6 ban tiéng Viét twong tng, thé hién qua Bang 1 dudi day.

Bang 1. Tang hop cac hién dang cuia should trong 5 tac pham

Téc pham “should” “should” | Cac trwong hop | Téng cong
dao nghia | nhan thac lwdng kha
The Selfish Gene (ki hiéu: A) 103 89 36 228
Bad Science (ki hiéu: B) 103 23 14 140
Bullshit Jobs (ki hiéu: C) 48 13 7 68
How Language Began (ki hiéu: D) 46 16 6 68
\E)UOSt(IE?hiZ?;aE)S the Right Thing to 208 9 12 299
Téng céng 508 150 75 733

Qua bang tong hop, 6 thé thay cac hién dang should dao nghia chiém s6 lugng cao nhat &
tit ca cac tac pham, ching minh cho nhan dinh should thién vé tinh thai dao nghia hon. A 1a
tac pham khéc biét nhat khi c6 s6 lugng should dao nghia va should nhan thirc gan nhu twong
duong nhau. Chinh xéc thi nhitng truong hop ludng kha ciia tac pham nay la nhitng should nhan
thirc nhung van cd kha nang hiéu theo huéng dao nghia. C6 thé cho rang should nhan thic trong
bat ki truedng hop nao ciing c6 it nhiéu ham ¥ tinh thai dao nghia, nhu doan déi thoai sau:

M: Where is the key? (Chia khoa ¢ dau?)
N: It should be in the desk drawer. (Chac 12 & trong ngan kéo.)

Cau tra loi cia M vira néu ra kha niang chia khod & trong hoc ti, nhung van cé thé hiéu
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theo hudng dao nghia, ring “néu chia khoa khong ¢ trong hoc ta, n6 dang & sai vi tri” [7].
Ngoal ra, cO thé dién giai vi should thé hién nhan dinh rang thyc tai khong dung véi mong
mudn, nguyén vong ctia ngudi phat ngdn, nén cling ham y mong mudn, nguyén vong d6 trd
thanh hién thuc, chang han:

The beer should be cold by now, but it isn't. [4]

Vi nhiing kién giai trén, ta c6 thé xem nhiing truong hop ludng kha ndy vira mang tinh
thai nhan thac, vira mang tinh thai dao nghia.

Téc pham A ndi bat nhat trong céc tc pham vi phan 16n ndi dung 1a céc 1ap luan cua tac
gia dua trén cac tién de, li thuyet sinh hoc. Cing vi li do nay ma so6 lugng should nhan thic ¢
tdc pham nay cao vuot troi so vai cac tac pham con lai.

Trong sb 89 hién dang should nhan thac, 23 hién dang duoc dich thanh vi tir “s€” va 3
hién dang thanh “chac s&”; 23 hién dang khong duoc chuyén thanh phuong tién tinh thai twong
duong; 15 hién dang dich thanh “nén” cung 4 hién dang “c6 nén”. Nhin chung, nhitng cach
chuyén dich trén dé huéng dén danh gia kha nang mét su tinh nao d6 xay ra trong tuong lai
dwa trén nhitng bang ching hién co. Do ciing 14 Ii do vi sao vj tir “s&” lai dugc ding dé chuyén
dich kha nhiéu hién dang. Pay 1a vi tir din ta tinh thai phi hién thuc tai thoi diém hién tai, va
vi vy thudng gan véi y nghia tuong lai [2]. Piém dang luu ¥ 1a ¢6 6 truong hop should xut
hién trong cu diéu kién, va ca 6 déu khong duoc dich thanh phuong tién tinh thai twong Gng
trong tiéng Viét. Picu nay ciing dung véi cac tac pham con lai. C6 thé Ii giai rang vi should &
cac cu diéu kién chi 1a mot vi tir thé hién y nghia tinh thai yéu (theo [7]) va trong tam cua cl
diéu kién 1a tinh thai phi hién thyuc, vén di duoc “néu” dam nhan; vi vay ma should c6 thé
khong can chuyén thanh phuong tién tinh thai nao tuong duong nira.

Trong s 103 hién dang should dao nghia, c6 41 hién dang duoc dich thanh “nén” va 10
hién dang khac c6 ding vi tir “nén” két hop vai cac phuong tién tinh thai khac. Piém dang luu
y 1 ciu trac “co nén ... (khéng/hay khong)?”, von cho thay sy ludng lu trong viéc hién thuc
hoé hodc khdng hién thuc hod mot su tinh gi d6, toan bo déu danh dé chuyén tai hai cau tric
cling mang y nghia twong duong trong tiéng Anh 1a should ...? (cau hoi khdng c6 tir hoi) va
whether ... (or) ... . Tinh hinh tuong tu cling duoc ghi nhan & cac tac pham con lai. Trong khi
do, cac két ciu “dang 1& ... (nén)” hay “I& ra ... (nén)” lai xuat hién trong vi tri twong duong
Vi cac to hop should have & ban gdc.

Déi vai cac truong hop ludng kha, hai cach chuyén dich thdng dung nhét 1a ding vi tir “nén”
hay cac cach két hop c6 “nén” (18 hién dang) va “s&” (9 hién dang). Dang lu‘u y, tai Chuong 8,
tac gia c6 danh han doan dau tién va doan cudi cling cia chuong giai thich vé cach dung should
cuia minh, vén nghiéng nhiéu hon vé tinh thai nhan thic so vai cach hiéu should dao nghia
phd bién hon. Ban dich c6 vé khong nim bt dugc vain dé nay nén 3 hién dang should & doan
giai thich dau chuong déu duoc dich thanh “nén”, vdn 13 vi tir thé hién tinh thai dao nghia.
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Al: Should a mother have favourites, or should she be equally altruistic towards all her
children? [...] The word ‘favourite’ carries no subjective connotations, and the word ‘should’
no moral ones. (tr. 123)

Céa thé me ¢ nén thién vi diza con nao hay nén dai xir cdng bang Véi tat ca cdc con? [...]
Tir “thién vi” & day khéng mang nghia thugc vé cam tinh va tir “nén” ciing khéng mang
nghia dao duec. (tr. 197)

Sai 1am nay duoc khic phuc ¢ 3 hién dang trong doan cudi chwong, khi ca 3 dugc dich
thanh “s&”. Song, viéc sira chira nhu thé ndy v hinh trung tao ra su bt nhat gitra phan dau va
phan cudi cua chuong sach.

A2: And I must repeat that when I say something like ‘A child should lose no opportunity
of cheating . . . lying, deceiving, exploiting . . .’, [ am using the word ‘should’ in a special way.
I am not advocating this kind of behaviour as moral or desirable. I am simply saying that
natural selection will tend to favour children who do act in this way, and that therefore when
we look at wild populations we may expect to see cheating and selfishness within families. The
phrase ‘the child should cheat’ means that genes that tend to make children cheat have an
advantage in the gene pool. (tr. 139)

Va t6i phdi nhdc lgi rang khi téi néi diéu gi nhw “Mot dira tré sé tan dung co héi dé lira
gat... néi déi, lira ddo, loi dung...”, téi dang sir dung tir “sé” theo mét cdch déc biét. Toi
khong cé vii cho dang hanh vi theo nghia dao dirc hodc theo mong muén. Toi chi don gian
muon noi rang tw nhién thirong cé xu hwréng chon loc nhitng dira tré hanh déng theo cach nay,
va vi vdy, khi quan sat nhizng quan thé ngoai hoang dé, ching ta c6 thé thay sw gian ldn va
ich ky bén trong méi gia dinh. Cum tir “dira tré sé gian ldn” c6 nghia la cdc gen tao ra khuynh
heong gian ldn cho dira tré sé co loi thé trong vén gen. (tr. 218-219)

O B, c6 thé thay sb hién dang should ludng kha va should nhan thirc it hon rd rét. Ti Ié
should nhan thirc so véi should dao nghia chi con khoang 1:5. Ti I¢ nay ¢ C va D gan nhu
twong duong, 1an lugt 14 1:4 va 1:3 (luu y rang ta da bo qua kha nhiéu hién dang should & tac
pham C), cho thay su thién léch vé tinh thai dao nghia ctia vi tir should. Di véi 103 hién dang
should dao nghia & B, cach chuyén dich ap d4o 1a sir dung vi tir “nén” (58 hién dang) hay céac
két hop co “nén” (9 hién dang). Tiép dén 1a vi tir “can” (9 hién dang), vi tir “phai” (5 hién
dang), va két hop “can phai” (3 hién dang). Ca 3 vi tir n6i trén déu thé hién rd rét tinh thai dao
nghia, nhit 14 “nén” va “phai”. Khac v6i nhom dich cua A, nhém dich cua B chon khong
chuyén dich should nhan thirc thanh phuong tién tinh thai trong Gng nao trong 12 trén 23 hién
dang khéo sat dugc. Chi c6 3 trong sé 23 should nhan thirc duoc dich thanh “s&”. O cac truong
hop ludng kha, nhém dich gia ciing nghiéng nhiéu vé cac vj tir tinh thai dao nghia nhu “phai”
va “han phai” (4/14 hién dang), “nén” (4/14 hién dang), “can” (2/14 hién dang), va “can phai”
(1/14 hién dang).
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Két qua thu duoc tir ban dich C va D kha giéng nhau. C6 29 hién dang should dao nghia
& C duoc dich thanh “nén”. Trong sé nhitng should dao nghia con lai cia C, 7 hién dang khéng
duoc chuyén dich thanh phuong tién tinh thai trong wng, 4 hién dang “can”, 3 hién dang
“phai”, va 1 hién dang “can phai”. Trong sé 13 hién dang should nhan thirc, ¢6 7 hién dang
khdng chuyén thanh phuong tién tinh thai twong duwong va 4 hién dang chuyén thanh “nén”.
Con Vi cac truong hop ludng kha, hau hét duoc chuyén dich thanh vi tir “nén” (6/7 hién dang).

Trong 46 hién dang should dao nghia ctia D, 26 hién dang duoc chuyén dich thanh “nén”
va céc két hop khac c¢6 “nén”, 5 hién dang khong duoc chuyén thanh phuong tién tinh théi
twrong dwong, 5 hién dang thanh “can”, va 2 hién dang thanh “phai”. Con trong 16 hién dang
should nhan thirc, ¢6 3 hién dang duoc chuyén dich thanh “s&”, 3 hién dang khdng dich thanh
phuong tién twong duong. Trong s 6 hién dang should Iudng kha, c6 3 hién dang khong
chuyén dich thanh phuong tién tinh thai twong duwong va 3 hién dang dich thanh vi tir “nén”
hay két cau “c6 nén (khong)”.

Péng luu ¥ 1a cac hién dang should di véi how hay why, bat ké trong cau hoi hay trong
ménh dé quan hé, dugc dich thanh vi tir “lai”. Diéu nay thé hién su tinh do vi tir trung tam sau
should phan anh thyuc té, nhung lai 1a mét thuc té ma ngudi phat ngén khong mong mudn,
tréng doi, vi du nhu:

D1: But suppose | had found a watch upon the ground, and it should be inquired how the
watch happened to be in that place [...]. (tr. 20)

Nhung gia sir, i tim thdy mét chiéc dong ho trén mdr dat, va thac mdc 1am thé nao ma
ché nay lgi c6 chiée dong ho dy [...]. (tr. 45)

Céch chuyén dich tuong tu ciing dugc ghi nhan ¢ 3 ban dich con lai.

La mot tac pham vé cdng bang, dao dic, khdng kho hiéu vi sao sé lugng should dao nghia
& E lai chiém ap dao. Phan 16n céc cach chuyén dich ciing 1a nhitng vi tir tinh thai mang tinh
dao nghia nhu “nén” hay nhitng cach két hop c6 “nén” (99 hién dang), “phai” va cac cach két
hop c6 “phai” (40 hién dang), “can” va cac cach két hop co “can” (14 hién dang), “can phai”
(5 hién dang), va “phai nén” (1 hién dang). Mot s6 cach chuyén dich dang cha y khac 1a “duoc”
hay “duoc phép” (5 hién dang) va “du diéu kién” (2 hién dang). Trong s6 9 hién dang should
nhan thac, 4 hién dang khong duogc chuyén thanh bét cu phuong tién tinh théi twong duong
nao, 2 hién dang chuyén thanh “phai”, 1 thanh “s&”, va 1 thanh “hin”. O cac trudng hop ludng
kha, céch hiéu tinh thai dao nghia van chiém wu thé trong ban dich khi vi tir thuong ding nhét
dé chuyén dich van 1a “nén” (4 hién dang).
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Mot diém can luu ¥ 1a tuy vi tir should c6 thé khong duoc chuyén thanh phuong tién tinh
thai twong duong, cac cau, cl tiéng Anh gbc da co cac phuong tién tinh thai khac nhu cac tinh
tir (chang han necessary, important,...), trang tir (perhaps, probably,...) va cac phuong tién nay
van duogc chuyén dich thanh cac phuong tién tinh thai twong dwong trong tiéng Viét (vi du
“can thiét”, “co kha nang”,...). Hon nita, truong hop should trong cac cau diéu kién c6 thé
khdng duoc dich vi tac tir “if” (“néu” trong tiéng Viét) da thé hién tinh phi hién thuc. C6 thé
vi nhitng Ii do ndy ma cac nhém dich cam thay viéc chuyén should thanh mot phwong tién tinh
thai twong duwong 1a khong can thiét nira, tham chi c6 thé gay du thura.

Nhu c6 thé thay qua phan tich két qua khao sat, phan Ién should trong cac tac pham tiéng
Anh s& duoc chuyén dich thanh vi tir “nén” trong tiéng Viét. Mot sé it khac dwoc chuyén dich
thanh cac vi tir thé hién rd tinh thai dao nghia nhu “can”, “phai”. Pang cha y 1a mét sé should
nhan thie ciing dugc chuyén dich thanh mot trong nhitng vj tir tinh thai dao nghia nay. Tuy
nhién, phan Ién céc hién dang should nhan thtrc khong dugc chuyén dich thanh cac phuong
tién tinh thai twong duong trong tiéng Viét hay duoc dich thanh “s&”, von thé hién mot sy tinh
chua xay ra ¢ thoi diém noéi nhung c6 kha ning xay ra sau d6. Nhiing cau hoi khdng c6 tir dé
hoi s& chuyén thanh két cau “co nén (hay khong)”. Két cau tinh thai dao nghia quy vé mot su
tinh qua khr “should have” thudng dugc chuyén thanh két cau “dang 18/ déng ra ... phai/ nén
...”. Con vj tir should trong cac ci md dau bang tir “how” hay “why” da s6 dwoc chuyén dich
thanh “lai”, thé hién phan nao d4nh gid khong mong muén, trong doi ciia ngudi néi déi véi sy
tinh do vj tir trung tdm sau should biéu hién.

7. Két luan

Nhu di phan tich bén trén, mic du ding 1a da sé céc hién dang should dugc chuyén dich
thanh vi tir “nén”, day khong phai la cach dich duy nhat. Do 1a chua ké dén nhitng hién dang
should thé hién tinh thai nhan thac thay vi tinh thai dao nghia. Viéc mot sé should nhan thic
dugc dich thanh “nén” hay “can” cho thay c4c nhom dich van con kha lang tang khi ddi dién
véi nhitng hién dang should khong dién hinh nhu thé nay.

Song, ngit liéu khao sat trong bai viét nay van chua that sy nhiéu va chi géi gon trong cac
tac pham sach doc phi hu cau. Dé c6 mot buc tranh toan canh hon vé viéc chuyén dich vi tir
should trong tiéng Anh, can khao st nhiéu vin ban hon nira thudc cac thé loai khac nhau.
Ngoai ra, hudng phan tich céc hién tuong tinh thai trong bai viét di theo 16i ngdn ngit hoc ciu
trdc, Vi trong tam 1a sy phan biét giita tinh thai dao nghia va tinh thai nhan thic. C6 I8 can
phan tich should & nhiéu phuong dién tinh thai hon nita, nhu cac d6i 1ap vé hién thuc - phi
hién thuc, hay dat should trong cac tinh huéng ngit dung cu thé chang han, ta méi c6 thé nhin
nhan duoc vi tir ndy mot céch toan dién nhat. Qua do, viéc so sanh ciing tré nén day hon, giup
rit ra duoc nhitng két luan va khuyén nghi dich thuat cé ¥ nghia hon.
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