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TIEP CAN MENH LENH THUC VOI LET
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Abstract: The research includes statistical data, in-depth analyses, and descriptions of the imperative
mood in English communication, with an emphasis on the structure of imperatives with Let, using 939
instances extracted from 5 representative works of English and American popular literature. The primary
goal is to clarify the linguistic and pragmatic characteristics of imperatives containing Let in typical
communicative circumstances. Our research findings demonstrate that three fundamental cognitive factors,
namely power, benefit, and obligation, are prominent cognitive features of imperatives with Let in the
context of cognitive linguistics. These findings are supported by the theoretical framework of the schema-
theoretic perspective and quantitatively analyze expressive criteria of imperatives.
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1. Dan nhap

Quan diém cua Quirk et al. [12], Huddleston [5] cho réng bén canh cac hinh thirc ménh Iénh
san c6, cac biéu thirc ngdn ngit 6 kha nang mang yéu t6 ménh 1énh thong qua hanh dong ngdn tir
dwa trén cac ‘muc do’ ménh 1énh khac nhau khi dé nghi ai d6 1am diéu gi d6 hodc yéu ciu ai d6
phai lam diéu gi d6 - nhat thiét phai c6 mirc d6 thao ting thap va khiém tén hodc mot dé nghi tham
do, thuong nghe c6 vé lich sy hon 1a mét ménh I¢nh ngao man; va vi¢c phan chia y nghia cua
ménh 1énh dya trén phuong thirc biéu dat, hodc bay to sttc manh quyén lue, mdi quan h¢ giira cac
ca nhan va hanh vi 16i n6i nhim huéng dén muc dich giao tiép 6 rang. Su phirc hop cua cic y
nghia ménh 1énh cu thé bao gém hanh vi 161 néi, uy lyc ménh 1€nh (lyc ngdn trung), lich sy va cac
mdi quan hé lién nhan dugc quy ude hoa tao thanh co s¢ cho cc ¥ nghia cy thé ciia tham thé ménh
1énh, mirc do biéu luc va cc pham tru khac trong ménh 1€nh thur.

Céc nha ngon ngit hoc xuyén ngdn (cross-linguistics) cho rang, “hinh thirc ménh 1énh” c6 thé
duoc nhan dién dya vao chirc nang giao tiép, mot cach tuong minh va rong hon, do 1a hanh dong
ngon tur (speech acts) cua cac hanh dong ngdn tir cau khién nhu 1énh, ménh 1énh, yéu cau va khan
cau... Xem xét cac minh hoa (a), (b), va (c):

(a) Children play outside.

* Bai viét 1a mot phan trong nghién ctru ctia chung toi vé d6i chiéu ménh 1énh tiéng Anh - tiéng Viét dudi goc do
ngon nglr hoc tri nhan.
** ThS, NCS, Trudong Pai hoc Kinh doanh va Cong nghé.
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(b) Do children play outside?
(¢) Play outside, children!

Viéc phan dinh rach roi v& hinh thirc cua (a), (b) va (c) (tuyén bo, nghi van va ménh 1énh -
declarative, interrogative and imperative) hoan toan don gian dya trén quan diém cta Sadock va
Zwicky [14] khi dua ra dinh nghia khai niém kiéu cau trudc hét 1a “sy tring hop giita ciu tric ngit
phap va cach st dung dam thoai thong thuong”.

Y nghia cia m¢nh I¢nh rat da dang, lién quan nhét quan dén mirc do biéu luc ménh 1énh bao
gém thai @6 ctia nguoi ra 1€nh, mic 4o khén cép cua hanh dong va yéu cAu muc do tuan tha coa
ngudi nhan ménh 1énh nhu Sadock va Zwicky [14] thira nhén, quyén luc trong quan véi vi thé
ctia chi thé ménh 1énh va nguoi thyc thi ménh 1€nh. Theo luan diém nay, ménh I¢nh ma hoa quan
h¢ lién nhan va phép lich sy, co thé duoc nhan biét thong qua hé théng kinh ngtr hodc cac hinh
thirc lich sy chi danh riéng cho cac ménh 1énh va dai tir xung ho.

Chung t6i thu thap va thong ké dugce 939 ngit liéu ménh Iénh tir 05 tac phdm: The Sky is
Falling cta Sidney Sheldon®, The Godfather cia Mario Puzo?, The Lion King directed and
produced ctiia Jon Favreau®, Malice ctia Daniel Steel* va The General’s Daughter ctia Nelson
DeMille®. Trong pham vi bai viét, chiing t6i tip trung phan tich, miéu ta cac dic diém ngit nghia,
ngir dung thuong ngdn ciia ménh 1énh thire tiéng Anh trong giao tiép, cu thé 1 két cdu ménh 1énh
v6i Let nham myc dich 1am 13 cac dédc trung ngir nghia ngir dung cua cac phat ngoén ménh 1énh véi
Let trong canh hubng ngén tir giao tiép qua lwoc d6 va dién mau ménh 1énh trong tiéng Anh.

2. Co s6 li lugn
2.1. M¢nh Iénh thirc va mjt sé dpng tiv ménh lénh phé bién trong tiéng Anh

Tir dién Oxford phién ban thir 9/2020 (the Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary - OALD)
dinh nghia ménh 1énh thirc (imperative) thudc pham trii ngir phap®, “hinh thirc ciia dong tir biéu
dat mot ménh 1énh; dong tur trong hinh thirc ménh 1€nh”, chéng han nhu trong “stand up!’: hinh
thire ngit phap ciia dong tir “stand” trong hinh vi cti phap cta ménh 1énh thirc va “stand up!” dién
ta y nghia ménh 1énh. Chung va Timberlake [3], Palmer [11], Jakobson [6], pham tru nglt phap
ctia thirc (Mood) dugc biéu dat trong hanh dong 101 n6i/ ngdn tir (speech act), cé mbi quan hé mat
thiét voi hanh dong ngdn tir va bat ki 161 noi nao ciing c6 thé duge coi 1a mot hanh dong ma nguoi
n6i mong mudn thyc hién mot dicu gi d6. Vi du: phat ngon You look so beautiful lién quan dén
thirc trin thuét biéu dat ¥ nghia 1a mot thong tin/ tuyén bd trong hanh dong ngdn tir khen gian tiép,
hay Would you like some coffee? 1a mot cau hoi - thirc nghi van trong hanh dong ngén tir mai moc

! https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Sky Is_Falling_(Sheldon_novel)

2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Godfather_(novel)

3 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Lion_King_(2019_film)

4 https://daniellesteel.com/blog/malice/

5 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_General%27s_Daughter_(novel)

6 (Grammar) the form of a verb that expresses an order; a verb in this form. OALD-9th app edition. Oxford
university press. 2020.
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thi “Stand up!” 1a mot ménh 1énh trong pham trit hanh dong ngén tir cdu khién, qua d6 ngudi néi
cd ging yéu cau nguoi nhan lam didu gi d6, mang dic trung khia canh chi huy hogc chi dao, trong
ct phédp ménh 1énh thue.

Céc dudng hudng ngdn ngir hoc truyén thdng, chu yéu tiép can thirc ménh 1énh dwa trén dic
diém cu phap va ngit nghia qua: dong tir ménh 1énh, ngudi néi, ngudi nghe, hoan canh/ muyc dich
giao tiép. Trong tiéng Anh, cic pham trii ngit phap tham chiéu nay khong dugc thé hién rd nét khi
phan tich ca phap & cip d6 ménh d&/ cau, tham chi con thé hién sy gian lugc tdi da cac quy tic
ngit phap ciia chu ngit, tin ngit, quy tic hoa hop chu vi, thi, thoi, thé, cach...

2.2. Lwoc do ménh l¢nh

Khéi niém vé luge dd ménh 1énh cia Langacker [9] dé xuét, trong d6: mdi mo hinh 1a maot
phan triru tuong twong thich hoan toan vai tat ca cac pham tru tir vung hodc ngir phap. Theo cach
tiép can nay, luge dd ménh 1énh c6 thé duge phac thao nhu sau (Hinh 1):

Event 1 Event 2

O - *O——O

Deictic setting Hypothetical setting

S =Speaker / A = Addressee

Speaker’s (a varying degree of ) force exertion toward Addressee
—_—
Addressee’s action (coded by imperative verb)

Hinh 1. Luwegc @6 ménh lénh ciia Langacker [9]

Tir luge do, Langacker [9] cho rﬁng, bét ki ménh dé ménh 1énh nao cling c6 thé duoc phan tich
bao gém hai su kién thir cép (subevents), dugc goi la Su kién 1 va Sy kién 2, tuong Gng:

Trong Su kién 1, nguoi ndi (speaker - chu thé ménh 1&€nh) tac xuét mot s6 luc thé hién bé'mg
miii tén dut doan vé phia ngudi nhan trong canh huéng tai 101 (deictic setting)’. Sy kién nay duogc
¥ niém hoa (qua co ché an du tri nhan céc gia tri biéu lyc) nhu mot wu thé tién khoi cho Sy kién 2.

Trong Su kién 2, tiép thé ménh 1énh (addressee) dugc ¥y niém hoa (qua co ché hoan du tri
nhan) thanh mét phén cta tién trinh “thuc hién hanh dong ménh 1énh dugc ma hoa qua dong tur
ménh 1énh” duoc biéu thi bang mili tén thang.

" the here-and-now of the speech act
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Hai sy kién tht cap két hop v6i nhau dé tao thanh mot chudi hanh dong, chu thé (S) va tiép
thé (A) dugc khic hoa trong vong tron nho, nham chi ra rang nhimng thuc thé nay khong dugc ma
hoa thong thudng, mic du hién dién trong y thirc ctia chi thé.

2.3. Dién méu ménh l¢nh (Prototype)

Dién mau, theo Taylor [17], thé hién y niém cot 16i vé khai niém ctia mot kiéu loai/ pham tru
va dé xuat dién mau ctia ménh Iénh tiéng Anh, vé co ban bao gom:

1) Nguoi noi/ chu thé ménh 1énh tac xuat mot mic do biéu luc cao trong canh huéng tai loi
qua hanh dong ngon tur hudng dén tiép thé ménh 1énh - 1a nguoi s€ thuc hi€én mot hanh dong trong
mot canh hudng gia dinh.

ii) Ngudi ndi dong cac vai nghia Chu thé va Tac thé (Causer and Agent) va tiép thé (phai) 1a
tham/ thuc thé cu thé trong vai Bi thé va Tac thé (Causee and Agent).

Dua trén ¥ tudng ciia Thornburg va Panther [18], Hernandez va Mendoza [12] phat trién 1i
thuyét mo hinh tri nhan li twong Idealized Cognitive Model (ICM) ma Lakoff [8], Johnson [7] goi
¥ trong luge d6 va dé xuét phan tich dién mau ménh 1énh theo hai tiéu chi:

Biéu lyc ménh I1énh, duoc coi la tiéu chi chinh trong viéc danh gia dinh lugng (co6 gia tri thong
qua tri s6 s6 hoc) dién miu qua 06 tham t6: mong muon, kha nang, quyén luc, chi phi, loi ich va
nghia vu (desire, capability, power, cost, benefit, and obligation). Gia tri nguyén mau nim trong

khoang +3 dén +7 trong Bang 1 sau:

Bdng 1. M6 ta dinh lwong tham t6 biéu lwc ciia Hernandez va Mendoza [12]

Biéu lyc Cao Thap Khéng c6 Thap Cao

Force High (+) Low (+) Zero Low (-) High (-)

M A
ong muon 5 1 0 1 5

(Desire)
Kha nang | 0
(Capablity)

én |
Quyén lyc _ 1 0 1 B
(Power)

hi ohi
Chi phi 5 ! 0 B B
(Cost)
Quyen loi 2 1 0 1 2
(Benefit)
hi

Nehta vu 2 1 0 1 2
(Obligation)

Tong 10 >

(Sum)
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Tiéu chi tht 2 13 tham thé ménh 1énh, duoc tao thanh tir hai tham sé dinh tinh: danh tinh va
vai ngit nghia (identity and semantic role(s)).

Nhu vay, hai tiéu chi (trong mdi quan hé bién chimg) dugc sir dung dong thoi trong viée phan
tich, xac dinh mirc d6 nguyén miu ciia mot phat ngdn ménh 1énh nhét dinh. Va, cac phan tich hai
tiéu chi qua cac tham t thé hién rd dic diém ngir nghia, ngit dung ciia ménh 1énh trong tiéng Anh.

3. Phwong phap nghién ciru

Duya trén ngit liéu dugc thu thap va két qua théng ké, nghién ctru thuc hién phan tich, mo ta
cac dic diém ngdn dung va ct phap ctia ménh 1énh thire voi Let. Tir két qua nay, ap dung khung 1i
thuyét luge d6 ciia Langacker [9] va dién mdu ménh 1énh cua Taylor [17], chiing t6i phén tich dinh
luong va dinh tinh cac dac diém tri nhan cta két ciu ménh 1énh voi Let qua tiéu chi biéu luc va
tham thé ménh lénh.

4. Két qua nghién ciru
4.1. Dic diém két cau ménh lénh véi Let
Qua s6 liéu tir 05 tac pham vin hoc Anh - My va két qua thdng ké, phén tich, ching toi khai

quat hod nhém, kiéu, loai dong tir xuat hién trong hoat dong ménh 1énh tiéng Anh trong giao tiép
thuong nhat ciia doi song xa hoi nhur sau:

Pong tir trong ménh 1énh tiéng Anh dugc sir dung phd bién nhit gdbm nhoém cac dong tir Let,
get, tell va look vi 505 1an (ti 18 x4p xi 54%) trong s6 939 muc ménh 1énh qua thong ké (Bang 2)
nhu sau:

Bang 2. Tén sudt xudt hién lan leot ciia cdc dong tir ménh lénh
(tr cao xuong thap va da dugc lam tron so)

The The Lion The General’s The sky is 2
Pong tir Malice Tong Ti 1€
Godfather King Daughter falling
Let &4 16 62 42 26 230 24%
Come
29 19 11 16 24 99 11%
(on)*
Get 43 6 27 11 10 97 10%
Tell 49 5 13 9 16 92 10%
Look 23 15 21 16 11 86 9%
Be 9 9 2 11 23 54 6%
Go 6 1 19 16 11 53 6%
Do 17 12 11 1 8 49 5%
Take 22 6 4 5 9 46 5%
Give 13 3 12 2 6 36 4%
Make 9 2 7 6 6 30 3%
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Listen 17 2 1 3 3 26 3%
Forget 9 1 5 3 3 21 2%
Wait 11 6 0 0 3 20 2%
Téng 341 103 195 141 159 939 100%

Tan suat dang ké dugc ghi nhan dya trén sy gop mit ciia cac dong tir thudng ngdn (phd dung
trong giao tiép hang ngay) nhu: do, forget, listen, wait, make, get, take, be, go va give duoc thé
hién trong bang biéu thé hién tan suat xuét hién cua dong tir ménh I¢nh tiéng Anh (*Come on dugc
xem nhur mot cum dong tir (phrasal verb) hon 1a mot to chtrc dién ngon mang y nghia ménh Iénh,
trong mot sb tinh hudng biéu dat ¥ nghia nhay cam do d6 chung t6i loai trir trong nghién ciru nay).

24%

% 10%  10% g

6% 6%
5% 5%
III..II

come tell get look be do take give make listen forget wait
on

Biéu do 1. Biéu do tan sudt xuat hién cia cac dong tie ménh lénh

Sé liéu trong Biéu d6 1 cho théy, trong téng 6 939 muc ménh lénh, dong tur Let/ Let's Xuat
hién 230 1an, chiém ti 1& 24% (da duogc lam tron sé), cao nhit trong nhom dong tr dugc théng ké
tir 5 tac pham. Trong téng s6 230 muc ménh 1énh phan bd nhu sau: Let chiém 117 muc, Let s chiém
110, phu dinh cta Let (Don t lef) chiém 02 va ¢6 01 cau hoi (Biéu do 2).

Hlet Hlet's ®mDon't Question

Biéu do 2. Biéu do ti 1é Let/ Let's/ Don't let/ question
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Tir dién OALD 9th® - Oxford Advanced Leaners’Dictionary phién ban lan thi 9, dua ra 11
nét nghia ciia dong tir Lef nhu sau:

- To allow somebody to do something: cho phép (ai lam gi) nhu trong: Let them splash around
in the pool for a while.

- To give somebody permission to do something: cap phép/ cho phép ngudi nao dé6 lam gi
nhu trong: They won’t let him leave the country.

- To make suggestions: goi y (cho ai do lam gi) - Let’s/ let go to the beach.

- To allow somebody/something to go somewhere: cho phép ai di (dau) - The cat want to be
let out.

- To offer help: dua ra 16i dé nghi giup d& - Here, let me do it!
- To make requests: dura ra yéu cau (ai d6 1am gi) - Let me have your report by Freiday.

- To challenge: kich dong/ thach thurc/ thach (ai d6 lam gi) - If he thinks he can cheat me, just
let him try!

- To wish: mong mudn / khat khao diéu gi d6 xdy ra - Let her come home safely!

- To introduce: dan nhap (khoi ngon) - Let me give you an example.

- In caculating: (trong tinh toan/ toan hoc) gia thiét - Let line AB be equal to line CD.

- House/ room: cho thué nha/ phong - They decided to let (out) the smallest offices at low rents.

Khi nghién ctru vé ngit nghia phd dung ciia cac dong tir ménh 1énh, Stefanowitch va Gries
[16] trong phan tich cau trac két cau cac ngir doan trong thanh phan ngén liéu Anh qudc tir kho
ngit dit liéu ICE-GB (International Corpus of English-GB) da di dén két luan cho rang dong tir Let
xudt hién chi1 yéu trong ménh 1énh hon la cac biéu dat khac (trong 11 biéu dat nét nghia ciia OALD)
mic du nét nghia ban dau cé ¥ nghia cho phép (allow) va két cau cua dong tir nay kha 6n dinh
trong ménh 1énh vé6i tin ngit truc tiép ngdi thir nhét (me).

50

30

E m= BN BN =
-10 Godfather LionKing — Gen-Daughter Sky Malice

W LET ME LET US (LET'S)

Biéu do 3. Phdn bé Let / Let's trong 5 tdac phdm

8 Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, 9th edition (app edition). Version 3.53.764. Copyright @Oxford
University Press, 2020.



44 | Tap chi Ngon ngir s0 8 nim 2023

Trong Biéu dd 3 vé phan b Let me/ Let us (Let s), két ciu Let me thé hién uu thé n6i troi khi
tan suat xuat hién (87/ 119 muc ménh 1énh véi Let: xap xi 73%) trong su phan bd twong ddi cao
va doéng déu & ca 5 tac pham: 41/84 muc Let/Let s trong The Godfather, tuong tu v6i 9/16 trong
The Lion King, 14/62 trong The General Daughter, 12/42 trong The Sky is falling va 11/26 trong
Malice qua dan chirng minh hoa sau (ndi dung tiéng Viét dugc ching t6i luge dich dya vao tinh
hudng giao tiép cu thé trong mdi tic phdm). Piéu ndy ching minh ring, dic diém két ciu “Ler +
me...” pho bién trong giao tiép nay sinh ménh 1énh trong tiéng Anh va c6 y nghia nhu mot hanh
d6ng khoi ngdn hudng vé chu thé phat ngon nhu trong ngit lidu (1) va (2):

(1) Let me say that I myself wish you... (The Godfather - tr.81)

(Anh chi mudén noi, tir trong sdu tham anh cau chuc...)

Phat ngdn (1) xay ra khi nguoi anh 1au ngay tré vé du dam cudi va nodi véi em gai 1a ¢6 dau
nhung y nghia nhu mot khdi ngdn ctia chu the.

(2) Yes, Simba, but let me explain. (The Lion King - tr.11)

(Thoéi nao Simba, xin hdy nghe t61 gidi thich da.)

Phat ngdn (2) dugc hau cin ndi v6i cdu bé Simba (hoang tir) nhung tiép thé thyc hién chinh
1a chu thé phat ngon.

Két ciu Let me tell you. .. thudng két hop ciing mot ménh dé c6 thé bat dau hodc két thic cia
dién ngén, chang han nhu ngir lidu (3) sau day:

(3) We didnt know anybody was inside until later when we put down the fire and found the
two bodies. That was a heartbreaking moment, let me tell you. (The Sky is falling - tr.178)

(Chung t6i khong biét c6 ngudi ¢ bén trong hay khong mai cho dén khi chung t6i dap lira va
tim thay hai thi thé. Khoanh khéc 4y that dau long, dé t6i ndi cho ma nghe.)

Bén canh Let me, két ciu “Let + tan ngit 1a ngdi thir 3” (him/ them... hodc danh tir) chiém 32
(27%) muyc trong tong s6 230 chi muc ménh 1énh dugc thu thap, dién dat ngir nghia ma hoa thong
tin da dé cap trudc:

(4) ... “Why don't you show Kemal around? Let him become”... - “Certainly. This way,
Kemal”. (The Sky is falling - tr.133)

(Sao con khong din Kemal di dao xung quanh? Hiy dé né ... - Chac chan rdi. Loi nay,
Kemal.) => him di dugc dé cap & phat ngon trude do.

Qua miéu ta va phan tich cac dir liéu dan ching néu trén, c6 thé két luan Let 1a dong tor m¢nh
1énh (imperative verb) dac trung, cu thé:
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Két cAu chui dao Let di v6i tAn ngir ngdi thir nhét (me) trong tiéng Anh xay ra phd bién va ndi
bat so véi két hop cuing cac tan ngit 1a ngdi thir ba (him/ her/ them/ danh tir..) voi ti 18 73% - 27%
tuong duong 3:1.

Mot s6 s6 két cu Let me see, Let me guess, Let me think, hodc Let me say... (dé toi xem, dé toi
doan, dé t6i nghi, hay nhu dé t6i ndi) mang tinh 6n dinh c6 vai trd nhu mot don vi dién ngén doc lap.

Brown va Levinson [3] cho ring trong cac dién ngon thuong nhat, phd bién hon ca 1a phuong
tién biéu dat c6 xuét hién cua két ciu Let me trong mbi twong quan voi chién luogc lich su
(politeness). Trong nhitng chu canh va canh ngdn giao tiép khac nhau, viéc Iya chon “Let me + V”
thé hién murc d6 lich su cua cac ddi tugng giao tiép, ching han trong ngir liéu (5) dudi day, bac si
c6 quyén ra cac y 1énh dé thuc hién chirc ning thim kham, thay vi dua ra mot dién ngdn mang tinh
truc tiép nhu: I’ll examine you (T61 s€ kham) vi bac si da chon phuong an biéu dat ménh 1énh dam
chit lich sy nhung van bao dam kha niang truyén dat théng tin nhu mong mudn:

(5) Let me examine you first, then I'll have to do a biopsy. (The Sky is falling - t1.63)

(Trude tién hay dé t6i kham rdi méi lam sinh thiét.)

Wierzbicka [1] va mot s6 nha nghién ctru khac ¢ xu hudng xem xét mdi lién hé twong quan
giira phép lich sy trong myc dich giam thiéu (tranh) y nghia ménh 1énh trong tiéng Anh. Tuy nhién,
nhiéu nha nghién ciru ciing nhat tri cho rang cach giai thich nay khong phi hop véi tat ca cac biéu
dat ménh lénh trong dung ngon boi 1& chinh ménh 1énh véi Let me van thé hién kha ning dién dat
tinh chat, mic d6 lich sy ciia minh trong giao tiép, chiang han nhu: Let me introduce myself. (Xin
phép gidi thi€u ban than.) rd rang mang tinh lich sy cao hon 'l introduce myself. (T6i (s€) gidi
thi¢u ban than.) Tuong tu, trong ngir li¢u (6): Let me give you some advice. (The Sky is falling,
tr.26) (Bé anh néi vai 15i nhé.) cho thay viéc sir dung biéu thirc niy trong giao tiép dam thoai cho
phép nguoi néi hanh dong hoic noi theo cach cua ho trong khi van thé hién duoc su khiém cung,
nh3 nhan va lich su nhit dinh.

Khi ban vé ménh 1énh v&i Let s (Let us), Biber va cong sy [1], Huddleston va Pullum [5] dua
ra dinh nghia vé& ménh 1énh véi 7 nhu 12 “ménh 1énh bao g@)m ngoi thur nhat/ first person inclusive
imperatives hodc “ménh 1énh v&i ngdi thir nhat sé nhiéu/ first person plural imperatives”. Hon
nira, theo Huddleston va Pullum [5], ménh 1énh Let 5 thuong lién quan dén mot phan tng bang 10i
noi biéu thi sy déng ¥ hodc tir chdi va cling c¢6 nhing truong hop dic biét (chang han nhu trong
céc chi 1énh giai thich/ hudng dan) khong co hoi dap bang 101, nhu trong cac ngit liéu sau:

(7) Dr. Hirschberg turned to Kemal again. “Now, Let’s take a look at you, young man.” (The
Sky is falling, tr.144)

(Béc si Hirschberg lai quay sang Kemal. “Nao, hdy xem chang trai tré nay thé nao.”)
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Ngit ligu cho thay hanh dong duoc thuc hién/ hodc duge dé xuét thuc hién béi chinh chu thé
phat ngon hon 1a tiép thé ménh 1énh.

(8) Let s get down to business, Sonny said (to the guys). (The Godfather, tr.109)

(Tién hanh nao, Sonny ndi v6i dam dé.)

Biber va cong su [1] mé ta va phan tich dic diém cua nhiing cach sir dung (khong dién hinh)
cua két cau ménh 1énh véi Let's trong truong hop nay 1a “nguy trang mot 101 ndi co thim quyén
hanh dong nhu mot hanh dong hop tac™® va dua ra cac vi du thuc té dé chiing minh tham quyén
ctia chu thé phat ngén va trong nhiing truong hop chii thé ¢ quyén luc/vi tri xa hoi/quan hé trong
gia dinh... cao hon tiép thé (cac vi du dugc trich dan tir [1, tr. 1117]):

(9) Giao vién véi hoc sinh/ Teacher to students

You all have something to do for Ms.A? Let’s do it please.

(Hay 1am theo yéu cau cua cd/ thay...)

10. Me v6i con / Mother to infant child

lan, lan, lan, it's all right, let’s wash your hands! (Ian, Hay rua tay di con!)

(11) Bac si voi bénh nhan/ Medical specialist to patient

Let’s have a look at your tongue. (Hay the ludi ra nao.)

Tuy nhién, theo ngit dit liéu duoc thu thap tir cac tac pham, chirc ning “nguy trang” nay trong
két cdu ménh 1énh voi Let s khong nhét thiét chi gii han trong mdi quan hé han ché gitta cac ca

nhén, thay vao dé, hinh thirc nay trd nén phd bién va c6 xu huéng mé rong pham vi dén cac doi
tugng (mang tinh binh dang x4 hoi) giao tiép khac nhau.

Nhu vay, ngoai dic diém ca phap ctia mot ngoai dong tir, Let (Let + me/ it/ him...) duoc phan
biét voi Lets (Let + us) qua y nghia biéu dat trong ménh 1€nh, Let’s dugc xem nhu mat cu tric
dién ngoén nham thé hién mong mudn hanh dong ménh 1énh duoc thuc hién boi ca chu thé va tiép
thé mang tinh binh dang trong giao tiép. Let dugc sir dung trong ¥ d6 biéu dat sy khiém cung, nhi
nhin cua tiép thé trong ¥ nghia vi thé chu thé thap hon hodc bang tiép thé va ménh 1énh hudng vé
chu thé, hay no6i cach khac, chu thé phat ngén vira 1a chi thé ménh Iénh vira dong thoi 13 tac thé
(nguoi thuc hién hanh dong) ménh 1énh.

4.2. Ngii nghia, ngii dung ménh thirc voi Let

Két cAu “Let me + V” thé hién y nghia yéu cau tiép thé (ngudi nghe) cho phép chu thé phat
ngon hanh dong qua biéu thi & V (dong tir). Twong minh hon, trong tuwong tac xa hoi hang ngay

9 ‘camouflaging an authoritative speech act as a collaborative one’
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“Let me + V" dugc coi nhu mot biéu thirc ngdn ngit (mang tinh phd bién) thé hién sy xin phép cua
chii thé ménh 1énh khi muén thuc hién mot hanh dong nao d6 (& day duoc dién dat qua V) va co
¥ trao quyén cho phép thuc hién hanh dong dén ngudi nghe (tiép thé ménh 1énh). Trong nhing chu
canh va canh ngoén giao tiép khéc nhau, viéc lya chon “Let me + V” thé hién muc do lich sy cia
cac d6i tuong giao tiép.

Vé ngit nghia, két qua phan tich ctia chung t6i phit hop voi nhiéu nghién ciru vé Let véi két
ludn rang, ménh 1énh v6i Let me thé hién kha ning dién dat tinh chat, mtrc d6 lich sy ctia chu thé
ménh 1€nh trong giao tiép, thé hién su khiém nhuong ton trong, nha nhan va lich sy cua chu thé
ménh 1énh. Nhiéu minh hoa tir dit liéu thu thap vé lich sy cta “Let me + V” cho thiy viéc sir dung
biéu thirc nay trong giao tiép dam thoai cho phép ngudi néi hanh dong hodc ndi theo cach cta ho
trong khi van thé hién dugc sy khiém cung, nha nhan va lich su nhét dinh. T4n suét xuét hién cta
két cdu ménh 1énh Let/Let s chiém wu thé trong ngir dung giao tiép thuong ngdn, cao nhit (so véi
cac hinh thirc/ két cau ménh 1énh khéac) chiém 80% trong tong sb 110 chi muc thong ké, y nghia
biéu dat hanh dong dugc thyc hi€n mang tinh chia sé¢/ chung (join/ shared action c6 ti 1€ 12% va

8% la ti 1€ cua viéc su dung két cAu ménh 1énh Let s see/ Lets say xuét hién trong khdi ngir li¢u.

V61 130/230 chi myuc ménh 1é€nh dugc thu thip mang tinh trai déu trong 3 tac phém con lai
tap trung vao mdi quan hé giao tiép cua cac chu thé giao tiép binh dang trong xa hoi dwong dai,
moi truong nghé nghiép nhu trong bénh vién, cong sd, cac ngdn canh 1a khong gian giao tiép
chuyén biét nhu don canh sat, toa an, béo chi..., hay trong ciac mdi quan hé gia dinh, ddng nghiép,
ban bé. Vi chu canh ngdn ngit mang tinh chi phéi hanh ngon giao tiép cao (so véi giao tiép xa
hoi thong thuong) do yéu cau ciia méi trudng ngdn ngit (cong s/ bénh vién/ toa an...), cic ménh
1énh mang tinh thir bac x4 hoi, thé hién 16 nét tham quyén cao thap cua cac d6i trong tham gia vao
giao tiép. Nhirng yéu t6 khach quan va ngoai canh kiéu nay tac dong truc tiép, co hiéu lyc, thim
quyén (dugc quy dinh) dua dén két qua d& nhan ra ring phat biéu ctia két cAu ménh 1énh véi Let s co
xu huéng mang tinh biéu Iyc (ménh 1énh) trong cac ngit canh chuyén mén héa cao, do d6 ching trd
nén thiéu tinh twong tac hon (ching han nhu gitta canh sat - nguoi dan, bac si - bénh nhan, chi huy -
cap dudi hodc quan li - nhan vién...). Diéu nay giai thich tai sao hdi dap/ phan hoi ddi véi cac két
cau ménh 1énh Let/Let s c6 tan suat xuat hién thip nhét trong cac phén tich, miéu ta trén, boi 18, tiép
thé ménh 1énh co thé cam thiy ho khong can phai hdi dap/ phan hdi (do mang tinh nghia vu phai
thuc hién) hodc khong c6 quyén (thdm quyén/ quyén luc) bay to sy tan thanh hodc tir chdi.

4.3. Lugc do, dién mau ménh lénh véi Let

Tir li thuyét dién mau ménh 1énh ctia Taylor [17], va li thuyét vé mo hinh tri nhan li twong
(ICM) ctia Hernandez va Mendoza [12] vé tiéu chi phan tich dién mau ménh 1énh, trong d6 tiéu
chi biéu luc duoc coi 1a y nghia c¢6t 161 cua muc d6 biéu luc trong mot phat ngdbn ménh 1énh qua
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cac tham td dinh lwong mong muén, kha nang, quyén luc, chi phi, loi ich va nghia vu (desire,
capability, power, cost, benefit, and obligation) v&i gia tri nam trong khoang +3 dén +7 nhu da
phan tich trong muc 3. Ching t6i thyc hién cac thao tac todn hoc va suy luan logic, phan tich cac
ngir liéu voi két qua nhu sau:

Xét vé tiéu chi biéu luc, cac tham t6 duoc dinh lugng co gia tri dao dong tur -2, 0, +2 (muc
d6 biéu lyc thip, trung binh, cao) va ndi tréi 1a mdi quan hé cuia quyén luc, chi phi, loi ich va nghia
vu trong ngtt li¢u (1), (4) va (7):

Trong ngtt li¢u (1) Let me say that I myself wish you...

(Anh chi mudn noi, tir trong sdu thim anh cau chic...) (The Godfather - tr.81), cac gia tri
duogc phan tich:

- Mong mubn (desire) duoc tinh +2 thong qua tinh hudng giao tiép, chu thé, 1a con trai éng
Trim rit mong mudn gip va ndi chuyén véi em gai nuoi.

- Kha nang thuc hién (capabality) c6 gi trj 0 vi diéu kién hoan toan phu hop do chii thé vé tham
du va gap em gai, noi cach khac kha nang thyc hién hanh dong ménh Iénh hoan toan phu hop.

- Quyén lyc (power) c6 gié tri 0 thé hién qua mdi quan hé than toc (anh em) trong gia dinh.

- Chi phi (cost) ¢6 gi tri 0 thé hién qua viéc st dung mirc d6 thao ting (phwong tién ngdn
ngir) hudng dén tiép thé, & day 1a két cau Let me.

- Loi ich (benefit) c6 gia tri 0, trong ménh I¢nh nay, 1gi ich mang lai cho chu thé, loi ich mang
dén cho tiép thé cang cao cang dat gié tri cao.

- Nghia vu (obligation) c6 gia tri +0 do chi thé trong vai trd dén chiic mimg dam cudi em
gai, va thyc hi¢n hanh dong ménh 1€nh hudng vé chu thé phat ngon.

Voi gia tri biéu luc duoc tinh +2 cho théy mbi quan h¢ cua tham td quyén Iuc + loi ich +
nghia vu + chi phi + kha nang ¢ mirc d¢ trung binh trong ménh 1énh véi Let me

Tiép tuc phén tich ngit lidu (4) v6i “Let + tAn ngit ngdi thir 3” nhu sau:

- Mong muén ctia chu thé trong canh hudng nay c6 gi tri +2, kha nang thyc hién +2 cao do
phan hoi tir tiép thé thé hién, quyén luc ctia chu thé phat ngdn +2 trong mdi quan hé vi thé (me -
con) trong gia dinh, chi phi huéng dén tiép thé cao +2 qua don vi dién ngon rao don thé hién mirc
d6 mong mubn hanh dong can thiét phai dwoc thuc hién, loi ich huéng vé tan ngit ngdi thir ba hon
1a dén chu thé va tiép thé do do c6 gia trj bang 0 va nghia vu thuc hién c6 gia tri +2 do vi thé gia
dinh quy dinh. Gi4 tri biéu luc cta (4) bang +9 cho thdy luc ménh 1énh cao mic du loi ich khong
hudng dén chu thé va tiép thé ménh 1énh, ddc biét 1a mdi quan hé giita quyén lyc + chi phi + nghia
vu cao + 1g1 ich thép trong két cAu ménh 1énh Let voi tan nglt ngdi thu 3.
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Phan tich ngit liéu (7) v6i Let s cho két qua nhu sau:

Céc tham thé trong ménh 1énh khong ngang bang vé vi thé quyén luc (giita Sony 1a con ong
trum va dam dé tir) do do, phat ngon ménh 1énh cua Sony cé gia tri +2, nhung loi ich hudéng dén
cung chu thé va tiép thé nén co tri sd cao +2, dong thoi, nghia vu cia tiép thé thip bang +2 do uy
thé ctia Sony chi phdi. Gia tri biéu luc +6 trong két cAu Let s phan anh dic diém tri nhan qua quyén
luc cao + lgi ich cao + nghia vu cao

Tur cac dic diém duoc phan tich trén, ap dung li thuyét nguyén mau va luoc dd ménh lénh,
két cAu ménh 1énh v6i Let duge mo ta qua hai sy kién:

Trong sy kién tién khéi ménh 1€nh, chu thé st dung biéu lyc ménh 1énh qua két cAu ménh
1énh Let huéng dén tiép thé qua cac dic diém tri nhan sau:

Quyén lyc cao hodc thap (so voi tiép thé), Nghia vu cao hodc thap cia tac thé ménh 1énh
(nguoi thyc hién ménh 1énh) véi Mong muén cao va /hodc Chi phi nhung o1 ich cao hoac 19i ich
chung nham thé hién sy can thiét thyc hién hanh dong. Qua trinh nay thong qua co ché an du tri
nhan va bdi canh giao tiép dugc kich hoat va xdy ra trong ndo cta chu thé/ tiép thé/ tac thé. Nguoi
n6i va ngudi nghe dya trén nghiém than, kién thire sin c6, hiéu va nhéan thire cac gi tri quyén lyc,
vi thé, mong mudn, lgi ich va chi phi dugc an du hod trong biéu lyc va thé hién muc do biéu luc
ménh 1énh.

Trong su ki¢n tiép theo, hanh dong ménh 1€nh dugc thyuc hién boi tac thé. Thong qua co ché
hoan du tri nhan, tiép thé/ tac thé ménh 1énh 1a mot c4 nhan cu thé, ¢6 vai nghia la tac thé thyc hién
ménh 1énh, ¢ day, tac thé dugc hoan du dudi vai nghia dugc ngﬁm dinh trong két cau dong tur Let
qua tdn ngit me (chu thé va cling 1a tac thé), tan ngit him/ it/ them. .. (tiép thé 1a tac thé) va us (chu
thé va tiép thé dong toi 1a tac thé thyc hién ménh Iénh). Trong sy kién nay, bdi canh duge gia dinh
thong qua qua trinh tri nhan ménh 1énh xay ra trong tri ndo cua ngudi ndi va ngudi nghe ngam
phan dinh cac vai chu thé, tiép thé va tac thé nhu 12 ngudi vira dua ra ménh Iénh ddng thoi ciing
chinh 1a nguoi thue hién ménh I¢nh.

Tur dic diém tri nhan trong dién mau trén, luge dd ménh 1énh véi Let duge biéu dién nhu sau:

Su kjén 1 ) i ) Su }(ién 2
Canh huong tai 161 Ti€p thé A la cau thanh Canh huong gia dinh
- duoc ma hod trong két cau - - - ~
Chu thé (S) ménh 1énh trl‘rugtuong Téc thé ménh Iénh qua vai nghia:
—======> i Théng qua : Hf‘lnh q@l’lg chung bdl Chl:l thé va
biéu lyc ménh 1énh Let+ O tiep the; ' 7
(force exertion) ) Hanh dong béi chu thé;
Phi qué khi Vi thé Hanh dong bdi tiép thé.
- quyén luc cao; Nghia vu - Loi ich chung hodc lgi ich cho

- chi phi thap. Loi ich chu thé
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Nhu vay, ¥ nghia tri nhan trong lugc dd - dién mau ménh 1énh voi Let thé hién ba dic diém
co ban nhu sau: i) Tinh phi qué khu: dugc tri nhan tai thoi diém nay sinh ménh I¢nh; ii) Tinh troru
tuwong: thong qua chudi su kién, biéu luc ménh 1énh (co ché 4n du tri nhan vé ngtr nghia), cac tham
tb ménh 1&€nh (dugc hoan du hoa trong cac vai nghia khac nhau ctia tham thé ménh 1€nh) va iii)
Tinh gia dinh: thé hién qua nghia vy, quyén loi va vi thé cta cac tham thé ménh lénh.

5. Két luan

La mot pham tri ngit phap, ménh 1énh thirc tiéng Anh c6 két ciu ch phap don diéu nhung ¥
nghia ngit dung twong dbi phirc tap. Cac dudng hudng phan tich ngdn ngi truyén thdng tap trung
vao giai thich nhiing hi€n tugng nglr phap, ci truc va y nghia cua ménh 1€nh thong qua dong tur
ménh 1€nh.

Duéi goc d6 ngdn ngit hoc tri nhan, nghién ctru cua chung t6i tiép can ménh 1énh véi Let tir
i thuyét luge dd - dién mau da 1am 16 cac dic diém tri nhan (mang tinh trira twong) nhung duoc
dinh lugng (khach quan, logic) qua hai tiéu chi co ban: biéu lyc va tham thé ménh lénh. Tir két
qua nghién ctru, ménh 1€nh voi Let cd nhitng déc diém tri nhan nhu sau:

Biéu luc ménh 1énh dugce tri nhan qua y ni¢m hoa cac tham tb quyén luc (vi thé cua cac tham
thé ménh 1énh), loi ich (hudng dén chu thé, tiép thé, hodc ca nhan cu thé ngdi thir 3 ciia ménh 1énh)
va nghia vu (tac thé thuc hién hanh dong ménh 1€nh la chu thé, tiép thé hodc ca chu thé va tiép thé
khi loi ich huéng dén ca hai).

Trong lugc dd ménh 1énh, dic diém tri nhan thé hién 16 co ché an du biéu lyc ménh 1énh (cac
tham thé tri nhan y nghia ménh 1€nh qua dong tir ménh Iénh b@fmg y niém hoa cac thyuc thé vé vi thé,
loi ich va nghia vu tuan thu), déng thoi, thong qua co ché hoan du tri nhan, y niém cac tham thé tri
nhan vai trd cua minh qua céc vai nghia: chu thé, tiép thé, tac thé trong hanh dong ménh 1énh.

Dién mau ménh 1énh voi Let cho théy ddc diém tri nhan ndi troi vé muc do biéu luc cua két
cAu ménh lénh voi ngoai dong tu Let trong tiéng Anh, ngoai viéc thé hién muc do thao ting thép,
biéu dat tinh lich sy, khiém cung va nha nhén cua chu thé ménh 1énh cao, mbi quan h¢ ctua ba tham
t6 dinh luong ndi trdi: quyén luc, loi ich va nghia vu mang tinh déng bién. Didu nay din dén két
ludn rang, ménh 1énh véi Let phd bién trong giao tiép hang ngay nhung khong biéu dat tinh thao
tung tam li tiép thé nham hudng dén loi ich cua cha thé, bén canh d6, thé hién mic do lich sy trong
giao tiép phu hop moi dbi tuong, ting 19p trong xa hoi.
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