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Abstract: This article presents a preliminary outline of several issues concerning religious language, based
on a synthesis and analysis of recent academic literature. The study focuses on identifying the characteristics and
modes of expression of religious language. It also provides a brief discussion of theological, philosophical,
sociological, and linguistic approaches to the study of religious language. With regard to the modes of expression,
it becomes evident that current theoretical linguistics still lacks appropriate tools for analyzing religious language.
The Critical Discourse Analysis approach, supported by recent developments in corpus linguistics, offers a
promising frameworkfor further research.
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1. Giéi thiéu

Ngbn ngir khong chi la cong cu truyén tai théng tin ma con la phuong tién thé hién cau trac tu
duy, vin hoa va hé y thirc cua nhan loai. Trén thé gioi, ngon ngir ton gido, voi dac tinh tu tri cua no,
d3 c6 mot bé day nghién ciu tir cac g6c nhin than hoc, triét hoc, ngon ngit hoc cho dén cac tiép can xa
hoi hoc. Mot s6 quan quan diém dang chi ¥ nhu: Duéi lang kinh triét hoc ngén ngit, Frederick Ferré
(1961) glal thich ngon ngir ton giao tir ban chat tu tudng va dinh hudng gla tri. Ngbn ngir ton giéo la
mot hé thong cac biéu tugng ngdn ngi c6 churc nang da dién: vira dung de mo ta cac thuec tai siéu hinh,
vira ding dé dinh hudng thai do song va biéu dat nhitng cam két sau sic nhat cua con nguoi dbi Voi
céi t6i hau. Tir goc 6 ngdn ngir hoc, David Crystal (1964) nhin nhan ngdn ngit ton giao nhu mot thuc
thé khach quan, tach bigt voi niém tin ca nhan, 1a mot tap hop céc bién thé ngon ngir (linguistic
varieties) duoc st dung trong céc bdi canh tén gido, bao gom cac dic diém chuyén blet vé tir vung,
ngit phap va ngir am hoc, phuc vu cho cac muc dich nhw phung vu, truyén giéo va cau nguyén. Tur
phuong dién ngdn ngir hoc than hoc, J.P. van Noppen (1995) nhan manh ngdn ngit ton giao nhu mot
ngit vuc (register) dac tht - mot bién thé ngén ngit chiu su chi phdi cua cac pham tru siéu viét va siéu
nhién; diéu nay khién né tré nén khu biét va nam ¢ 'viing ria' cia hé thong ngdn ngir thong thuong.

O Viét Nam, du doi séng tin ngudng tén gido phong phl, nhung céc cdng trinh nghién ctu vé
ngbn ngir ton gido kha khiém tén. Ngay ca tir géc nhin ngén ngt hoc, cac nghién ctru thuong chi tap
trung vao md ta dic diém cau tric, tir vung, ngir phép, thiéu cac nghién ctru vé tu duy, vin hoa y thic
hé gan Vv6i cong ddng céc ton gido. Didu nay d3 tao nén mot "khoang tréng” trong viéc giai ma ban
chat va phuong thirc biéu dat ton gi4o. Xuat phat tir thuc tién trén, nghién ciu ndy thong qua viéc trinh
bay cac van de cdt 16i cuia ngdn ngir ton gido, xay dung hé thong dac trung ndi tai cua ngon ngix ton
gi4o trong mdi quan hé véi cac phuong thic biéu dat dic thi dé xem xét kha ning va dé xuat hudng
nghién ctru phi hop trong bdi canh hoc thuat trong nudc.

2. Noi dung

2.1. Khai nigm vé ton gido

Tir trude dén nay, cac nha nghién ctru di dwa ra kha nhiéu dinh nghia khac nhau vé ton gido tir
nhitng phuong dién nghién ctru x& hoi hoc hoac tam 1i hoc. Karl Marx, trong céc tac pham caa minh,
xem “t6n gido 1a mot by phan cua hé thong ciu tric vé ap buc” (dan theo Christiano, Swatos and
Kivisto, 2008: 4) va “ton gido la cach thuc duy nhat ma quan ching c6 thé an ui cho chinh ho nhitng
ndi dau vé thé xéc 1an tinh than” (Christiano, Swatos and Kivisto, 2008: 6). Phat biéu néi tiéng cua
Karl Marx ma c4c nha nghién ciu khong thé khong nhic dén 1a: “Tén giao 14 tiéng tho dai cia ching
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sinh bi &p buc, 14 trai tim cua thé gigi khong c6 trai tim, 14 tinh than cia nhiing trat ty khong cé tinh
than. Tén gi4o la thudc phién cua quan chiung” (Karl Marx, “Gop phan phé phan quyén “Triét hoc phéap
quyén” cua Hegel: Loi mo dau”, 1844; Marx and Engels 1975: 38) (dan theo Christiano, Swatos and
Kivisto, 2008: 6). Theo Christiano, Swatos and Kivisto (2008), “lic Marx néi rang ton giéo la thuéc
phién cua quan ching, dng ¢d y néi rang quan chung khong du giau dé c6 thé mua thude phién, 1a cai
ma nhiing nguoi giau & nuéc Anh vao giira thé ki XIX dung dé 1am giam ndi dau trong cudc song”
(Christiano, Swatos and Kivisto, 2008: 6) va “thudc phién trong thoi Marx séng dugc ding rong réi
trong tang 16p thuong luu (Christiano, Swatos and Kivisto, 2008: 6).

Emile Durkheim (1965) trong quyén sach The Elementary Forms of the Religion Life (Nhiing
hinh thirc co ban cta doi séng ton gido) xem ton gido “la su duy tri trat ty x& hoi hoac trang thai can
bang vé tam Ii, tinh cam (din theo Christiano, Swatos and Kivisto, 2008: 4) va nhu “nhing cau trdc
co ban nhat ciia doi song xa hoi can thiét cho su ton tai cua loai nguoi” (din theo Christiano, Swatos
and Kivisto, 2008: 5). Theo Durkheim, “ton gido khong chi phé bién ma con lanh manh thyc sy vé
phuong dién xa hoi (hozc thiét thyc d6i vai xa hoi), ddi lap voi quan diém caa cac nha tam Ii hoc, nhu
Sigmund Freud xem thuc tién t6n giao nhu mot dau hidu cia yéu dudi ca nhan hoic su that bai vé tam
li” (dn theo Christiano, Swatos and Kivisto, 2008: 5). Mot trong nhitng dinh nghia kinh dién vé tén
giao la dinh nghia sau day cua Durkheim:

“Tén giao 1a mot hé thdng hop nhat cua niém tin va hanh dong thuc tién lién quan dén cac van dé
linh thiéng, n6i mot cach khac 1a nhitng van dé kiéng ki hoic bi cAm doan - d6 1a nhitng niém tin va
hanh dong thyc tién hop lai thanh mot cong dong tinh than don doc duoc goi 1a Gido hoi, tuc 1a tat ca
nhitng ngudi tuan theo cac niém tin va hanh dong thuc tién nay” (Durkheim, 1965: 47, dan theo
Christiano, Swatos and Kivisto, 2008: 5)

William H. Swatos va Paul M. Gustafson trong bai viét “Nghia, su lién tuc va sy thay d6i” xem
t6n gidao “la sy cau tric cac méi quan hé x& hoi xoay quanh mét niém tin vé cac luc lugng siéu nhién,
tao nén nhirng mdi quan tdm vé dao dirc” (Swatos & Gustafson, 1992: 12, dan theo Christiano, Swatos
and Kivisto, 2008: 5). Hau hét cac nha nghién ctru déu khang dinh “ton gido khéng chi 1a mot tap hop
C4C niém tin” ma né con 14 “nhirng cai gi d6 nguoi ta lam” tirc sy thue hanh cua né (Christiano, Swatos
and Kivisto, 2008: 3). Nhan dinh sau ddy c6 y nghia rit quan trong vé céach tiép can ddi vai ton gido:
“Tén gio chi 1a chinh nd khi & trong hanh dong thuc tién” (Religion is itself only in practice - Vogel
1966: 5, dan theo Christiano, Swatos and Kivisto, 2008: 3). T6n gi4o “vira hinh thanh vira dugc hinh
thanh boi cac hé thdng x& hai trong d6 chung van hanh xuyén qua thoi gian, khong gian va canh huéng”
(Christiano, Swatos and Kivisto, 2008: 3). Max Weber (1998), trong quyén sach “Pao duc Tin Lanh
va tinh than cua chi nghia tu ban” (dan theo Christiano, Swatos and Kivisto, 2008: 4), xem “ton gido
nhu phuong tién truyén ba sy thay doi x hoi”. Ton gido, trong quyén sach nay, dwoc Max Weber xem
Xét tir phuong dién quan hé xa hoi, va gom sau thanh t:

“(i) mot niém tin vé mot hoac mot s6 sicc manh siéu nhién, (i) cai da duoc ching to trong quyén
lyc hogc tai nang do Thugng dé ban cho (charismatic manifestations), (iii) dwoc 1am sang to théng qua
su dién dat biéu tuong (symbolic expression), (iv) dugc ung xtr (thd cling, phung vu)véi nhiéu hinh
thirc khac nhau, (v) duéi sy dan dat, chi dao cta nhiéu loai nguoi dimg dau khéc nhau, (vi) trong nhiéu
loai md hinh quan hé dugc xac dinh theo mot cach truyén dat dic biét bang ng xa khudn mau cua tin
hitu trong cong dong”.

2.2. Ngbn nga ton giao

2.2.1. Khai niém

Ngbn ngit t6n giéo (religious language, language of religion) 1a mét bién thé ngdn ngit sir dung
trong linh vyc sinh hoat tin ngudng tén gido va niém tin vao mét lee lwong siéu nhién, luc lvong mang
tinh quyét dinh toi s6 phan va van ménh cta con ngudi.

Theo nghia hep, “ngdn ngir ton giao” dwoc ndi dén nhu mot ngdn ngir chuyén ding véi ton giéo
hoac trong linh vyc tén gido. Tuy nhién, ngoai trir khi tap trung vao nhing dac trung (ngdn nglr hoc
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x4 hoi) ciia “ngbn ngit ton gido™ trong ngit canh thuc hanh tin ngudng, Mot nguoi ciing ¢6 thé mé rong
pham vi ngdn ngit ton giao dén mot mire do nao d6 va kham pha ngén ngit ton gido duge dung nhu thé
nao bén ngoai pham vi dién ngdn ton gido va tham nhap vao khau ngit, chinh tri va céac loai loi noi
khac trong d6 ngdn ngit tén giao dugc dung vi nhitng nguyén nhan phi ton giao” (Darquennes and
Vandenbussche, 2011: 6).

Ngbn ngir ton gido gitip cho cac tin dd c6 mot sy kha tin vé cac luc lwong siéu nhién va dem lai
cho tin @6 mot thé gidi quan va nhan sinh quan ton gido xac dinh. Src manh cua ngdn ngir ton giao
trong viéc tao ra nhan thuc va y thirc hé cua mot dan toc la vira sau rong vira lau dai.

Ngbn ngir ton gido bén viing, 6n dinh hon cac ngdn ngir khac va tac dong téi cac doi tac thé tuc
cta chlng nhiéu hon 1a ngugc lai. Trong nhiing qudc gia ma tén gi&o chiém vi tri thong tri thi ngdn
ngir ton gido 1a mét di san van hoa tinh than quéc gia, dan toc. Nha nghién ctru Robinson da tirng viét:
“Néu chling ta mat ngdn ngit tdn gido, chling ta mat mét trong nhitng mdi rang budc quan trong nhat
vé hinh thirc ing xu, suy nghi, ngon ngit, 16i song, nhiing cai trong truyen théng da lam cho van minh
cia nudc Anh thanh mot khoi thong nhat... Mot dan toc mat di ngon ngir ton gido cua n6, mét di sic
manh cua no trong sé chia nhiing tlnh hudng kho khin cua cudc sdng, s& mat di ban sic caa né, hoic
néu ndi mot cach manh mé hon, mét di linh hon cua no” (Robinson, 2019: 307).

Cho dén nay, viéc nghién cttu ngdn ngit ton giao, theo Hobbs, van con 1a mét linh vuc thir yéu cua
ngdn ngir hoc va dang & giai doan so khai (Hobbs, 2021: 18), mac du ngay tir nim 1981, nha than hoc F.
W. Dillistone da viét, “Ngon ngit hoc than hoc (Theolinguistics) 1a mot trong nhitng nganh hoc khan cip
nhat va ciing doi hoi khit khe nhét cua thoi dai ching ta” (Dillistone, 1981: 20, dan theo Hobbs, 2021: 2).

Trong nghién ciu ngdn ngir ton gido, cac tuyén bd than hoc, khang dinh vé sy ton tai, ban chat
va hoat dong cua cac thuc thé ca nhan siéu nhién Ia trong tm caa cac phan tich triét hoc vé ban chat
ctia ngdn ngit ton gi4o. Tuy nhién, nhiéu nha triét hoc va nha than hoc da phan ddi viéc cac nha nghién
clru tap trung vao cac tuyén bé tén gido ma bo qua viéc sir dung ngdn ngit ton gido vi ho cho rang trong
tam cua ton gi4o la giao tiép vai Chua trong cau nguyén, the phuong va phung vu. N6i vé Chia la mot
hién tuong thir cdp va né ¢ ¥ nghia ton giao do né phu thudc vao hién twong thir nhat.

Ngon ngir ton gido con duoc goi 1a ngdn ngl phung vu (liturgical language), ngén ngt linh thiéng
(scared language), ngdn ngit thanh (holy language) hay ngdn ngit than hoc (theological language).

2.2.2. bac trung cua ngdn ngir ton gido

2.2.2.1. Ngbn ngiz cua y thirc hé

Khéc véi tinh chat gan nhu trung tinh v& y thirc hé cua ngdn ngir khoa hoc, ngdn ngir ton gido la
mét dang thirc ngdn ngir mang dam tinh chét y thirc hé, phan chiéu mot cach manh mé thé gigi quan va
nhan sinh quan cia mot cong ddng ngudi ciia mot ton giao nao do. Ngén ngir ton gido 1a phuong tién aé
xac lap, truyén tai, duy trl va bao vé hé tu tuong cua mot tén gido hay néi cach khac hé thong giéo I,
niém tin va quan diém sdng ciia mot ton gido. “Ngon ngit ton giéo 1am nhiing viéc khac ngoai giao tiép
va thuc thi hé tu tuéng” (Hobbs, 2021: 20). Ngon ngir ton glao la mot dang dién hinh cua “ideological
language” (ngdn nga y thirc hg) ma Hobbs (2021: 20) d4 nhéc t6i va vé phuong dién nay thi ngdn ngit
ton gido tuong dong voi ngdn ngit chinh tri (hay dung hon 1a dién ngén chinh tri), song mot bén phan
anh y thie hé ton gido (tin vao cac luc lugng siéu nhién), con mot bén phan anh y thic hé thé tuc.

Vi la ngdn ngt cua y thirc hé, nén mot nhiém vu trong tm cta ngdn nglr ton gido 1a xac lap y thuc
hé ton gido (xac lap hé thong giéo Ii va niém tin) cho tin d6. Trong Cong gi&o, nhiém vu nay dugc thyuc
hién mot cach rd rang, nghiém ngat qua cac van ban nhu Kinh Tin Kinh sau day - mot ban tuyén xung
dirc tin ma cac tin &6 Cong gio phai ghi nhd, tin tudng, kinh trong, dit 1én hang dau trong moi diéu gio Ii.

KINH TIN KINH

T6i tin kinh Dirc Chiia Troi la Cha phép tdic vé cimg dung nén troi dat. Toi tin kinh Pirc Chiia Giésu
Kit6 la Con Mot Dirc Chiia Cha cung la Chia ching t6i; boi phép Dirc Chiia Thanh Than ma Nguoi
xuong thai, sinh boi Ba Maria dong trinh: chiu nan doi quan Phong-xi-6 Philato, chiu dong danh trén
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cay Thanh-gid, chét va ting xdc; xuong nguc to tong, ngdy thir ba béi trong ké chét ma song lai; lén troi
ngw bén hitu Pirc Chita Cha phép tdc v ciing; ngay sau bdi troi lai xuong phdn xét ké song va ké chét.
T6i tin kinh Pirc Chita Thanh Than. Téi tin cé Hoi Thanh hang c6 6 khdp thé nay, cdc thanh théng cong.
T6i tin phép tha téi. Téi tin xdc lodi nguoi ngay sau song lai. Téi tin hang song vdy. Amen.

Qua Viéc tuyén xung nay, cac tin do thira nhan minh tin tudéng va céng nhan nhimg diéu then chot
nhat vé gido Ii cua Cong gido: Thién Chia sang tao ra troi dat, Thién Chua c6 ba Ngoi (Chta Cha,
Chta Con va Chida Thanh Than), Hoi Théanh (tic gido hoi Cong giéo), phép tha toi, vé viéc than xac
loai nguoi song lai va sy séng vinh ciru.

T6n gi&o c6 nhiéu hinh thire dé xac 1ap va duy tri y thirc hé cho cac tin dd ciia minh qua cac vin
ban/dién ngdn nhu vy, truc tiép hozc gian tiép.

2.2.2.2. Ngbn ngez c6 tinh siéu nghi¢m va duy linh

Theo Keane (1997: 50) thi “tinh hudéng dién ngdn t6n giéo c6 nhitng thong s6 khac véi 16i noi
thudng ngay & mot sé phuong dién”, “chung co thé thach thirc cac thoi quen thong thuong va cac mo
hinh Ii thuyét da duoc gan cho chiing”. Néu hoi thoai hang ngay 1a mot san pham chung dya vao nhiing
nguoi tham du chia s¢ nhitng gia dinh mac dinh nhat dinh, nhu ai 1a ngudi dang tham gia va cai gi
dugc xem la quan yéu trong ngit canh cia “¢ day” (here) va “bay gio™ (now), thi dién ngdn tén giao
thudng xuat hién trong nhitng tinh huéng trong do nhing gia dinh vira ndi phai duoc gac lai (Keane,
1997: 50). Ngén ngit ton gido la ngdn ngir cia va ngdn ngir vé thé giGi siéu hinh (metaphysical world)
V6i “nguoi d6i thoai vo hinh” (invisible interlocutors), 12 su ddi thoai cia thé gisi nay vai thé gigi khac
clia “sinh vt siéu nhién, linh thiéng” (divine beings) (Keane, 1997: 49). Ton gido lién quan dén “su
twong tac voi nhing thuc thé vo hinh va khong thé hiéu thau, nhimg hinh tuong hitu hinh nhung im
ldng” (Keane, 1997: 50), diéu nay quyét dinh cac hinh thuc ngbn ngt, dac trung ngtt dung cua ngbn
ngir t6n gido va phai hiéu ngdn ngir ton gido theo mot s6 cach thire dac thu.

Pic trung co ban nhat ciia ngdn ngir ton gido xét tir phwong dién noi dung 1a tinh siéu nghiém
(transcendence) va duy linh (spirituality).

Theo quan diém cua cac nha triét hoc, trong quan hé véi sy phan anh hién thuc, ngbn ngit dwoc
chia lam hai loai: ngon ngir nhan thic (cognitive language) va ngén ngir phi nhan thic (non cognitive
language). Ngon ngir nhan thuce truyén dat sy that, nghia la nhitng diéu chung ta c6 thé biét hodc dugc
biét rat rd. Nguoc lai, ngdn ngix phi nhan thirc chuyén tai nhirng théng tin khong that, d6 1a cam xuc,
cam giac va nhiing loi khing dinh siéu hinh (metaphysical claims). Ngén ngir ton giao thudc pham tru
thir hai. Ngon ngit t6n gido, cac 10i khiang dinh ciia ton gio la khdng thé tham tra hoic danh gia vé do
chinh xac bang phuong tién ching ct kinh nghiém. Ngén ngir nhu vay dugc goi la ngdn ngir siéu
nghiém. Cac nha thuc chtng logic (logical positivists), tcc nhém nhiing nha triét hoc quan tdm dén
chan 1i chia trong cac nhan dinh vao nhimg nam 20 cua thé ki XX, quan niém rang cac phat biéu vé
nhitng diéu bén ngoai thyc tién nhu Chua (God), thién dwrong (heaven), thién than (angels) 1a cac phat
biéu phi thie nhan, siéu hinh (non cognitive, metaphysical statements), nghia 1 hoan toan vé nghia,
gidng nhu cac phat biéu: Vong tron hinh vudng c6 mau xanh (Square circles are green). Cac nha triét
hoc ciia truong phéi ndy ¢6 nhiing phét biéu lién quan dén diéu nay nhu sau: “Thuat ngit Chia (God)
la mot thuat ngit siéu hinh. Va néu thuat ngir Chia 1a mét thuat ngir siéu hinh thi khdng thé cé viéc
Cha tdn tai. Vi khi n6i rang “Chiia ton tai” (God exists) 1a tao ra mot phéat ngdn siéu hinh, tic mot
phét ngdn khong thé khang dinh dung hay sai. Vi cling mét tiéu chuan, khong mot dién ngén nao c6
noi dung miéu ta dic tinh cua mot vi Chda siéu nhién cé thé c6 bét ctr ¥ nghia thuc sy nao”. Véi
nguyén Ii ching thuc (“verification principle’), cac nha triét hoc thuc chung logic cho biét khdng c6
céch thirc nao dé ching thuc bang kinh nghlem (emplrlcally verifying) vé su ton tai ciia Chua. Thong tin
kinh nghi¢m trong truong hop nay khong gitp ich gi nhiéu cho viéc hiéu rd cac tin Ii ton gido. Vi thé
chiing ta phai hiéu ngén ngir ton giao theo mot cach khac, trong thé gioi quan ton gido va ngit canh cua
chinh nd. Ngit canh 1a chia khoa dé hiéu ngén ngir ton gido. Mot ngudi chi thuc sy hiéu ngén ngir ton
giao (“chan i cua dtre tin”) cling nhu cam nhan dugc hiéu luc cia né khi nguoi d6 ¢6 tham gia trong ngir
canh hi thoai vai tu cach nguoi trong cude, hay nhur cach noéi trong than hoc Kité giao “Hay tin dé hiéu”.
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Mat khéc ngbn ngit ton gido la ngbn ngit cua nhitng nguoi tham dy tinh than (spiritual
participants), d6i thoai tinh than, n6 1a tiéng n6i tam linh cua nhitng nguoi tin twong cé linh hon doc
lap véi thé xac va linh hon quyét dinh s6 phan, van ménh cua con ngudi. Linh hon ton tai mot cach vo
hinh va van sdng sau khi thé xac da chét. N6i rong ra, ngdn ngir ton giao 1a ngdn ngit duy linh, thé hién
mot thé gidi quan xem tinh than 12 nguyén li co ban ciia hién thyc, Ia thyc thé vo hinh dac biét, ton tai
doc 1ap voi vat chat, quyét dinh vat chat.

2.2.2.3. Ngbn ngé ¢ tinh linh thiéng va cé xuwa

Ngbn ngir ton gido phan biét véi ngdbn ngir thé tuc (secular languages) & tinh chét linh thiéng,
hoac chinh xac hon dugc xem Ia linh thiéng. Ngdn ngir ton gido duoc cho la chira dung suc manh cua
quyen luc thiéng liéng va nguoi nghe, nguoi doc s€ duoc truyén cho stic manh huyén bi dé néu ho cé
niém tin day du. Trong Hoi gido, nguoi ta tin rang bang céach ké lai nhitng doan kinh Quoran, nguoi
néi c6 thé nhan duoc nhitng sirc manh ma Dang T4i cao ban cho. Ngdn ngit ton gido la ngdn ngit cua
nhitng “tir ngir ¢6 tham quyén” (authoritative words) ma mang tinh than thanh. Tinh chét linh liéng cua
ngdn ngit ton gido thuong duoc lién két véi hanh dong the phung trong céc nghi 18 ton gido va vai cac
van ban thiéng liéng (céc Kinh thanh) (Hobbs, 2021: 21).

Vi tinh chat linh thiéng nén ngén ngir ton gi4o la bat kha xAm pham va duoc bao toan, duy tri lau
dai, phan anh nhiing dic trung c6 xua. Chang han nhitng yéu té caa ngdn ngir tiéng Anh thé ki XVII
van con duy tri cho dén hién nay trong tho phung cia dao Tin Lanh qua viéc st dung ban Kinh thanh
James Bible hozc nhirng phién ban cii hon ctia Book of Common Prayer. Trong mét sb trudng hop cuc
doan hon, ngdn ngit hién tai di thay doi rat nhiéu so voi ngdn ngir trong vin ban ton giéo, vi thé néu
khong c6 su giai thich day du thi khéng thé hiéu dwoc nhitng cach dung c6 xwa dé. Vi du tir ngir Latinh,
Aram, Hipri, Hy Lap trong van ban cua Kit6 giéo.

Thuyc ra tinh c6 xua, tinh khong con dugc sir dung phd bién, “mot hod thach cia cach sir dung
ngdn ngir trong quéa khi” (Crystal, 1964: 152, dan theo Hobbs, 2021: 78) khong chi gan Ilen Vi ngon
ngtr tbn gido ma con véi Iuat phép va cac tac pham vin hoc cb. C6 nhiéu loai biéu hién vé tlnh cd xua
ctia ngdbn ngit ton gido vé ngir am, tir vung, ngit phap va phong cach. Vi du, cac cach néi ¢ nhu “ca
sang”, “su dii”, “chuéc cam d&” trong Kinh Lay Cha caa Cong gido, ngay nay khdng con ding nia:
Lay Cha chiing con ¢ trén troi, chiing con nguyén danh Cha cd sdng, niéc Cha tri dén, y Cha thé hién
dwéi dat ciing nhw trén troi. Xin Cha cho chiing con hém nay hrong thuc hang ngay, va tha ne ching
con, nhir chiing con ciing tha ké ¢6 ngr ching con. Xin ché dé chiing con sa chwéc cadm do, nhung ciu
chdng con cho khoi si diz. Amen.

2.2.2.4. Ngbn ngiz ¢6 tinh nghi thic va trang trong

Ngdn ngit ton gi4o 1a hinh thirc ngén tir mang tinh chat quy chuan caa cac gido hoi tén giéo, tuan
theo c4c quy tic dién dat mang tinh chét bat bugc cia mét loai t6 chirc x& hoi va Ia tiéng néi chinh thic
cua to chire d6. Vi vay, ngon ngix ton giao khac vai ngon ngr tu nhién, ty phat, phi chuan myc. Mitkhac,
ngoén ngir tbn glao la ngdn ngr vé cac dang thiéng liéng, vé cac nghi I& tho cung phung su, Ve cac quan
niém trong yéu trong doi séng tinh than nhu dao dirc, hon nhan, quan hé cong ddng. .. nén sic thai dién
dat ciia nd 1a trang trong, trinh trong. Tinh chat trang trong, trinh trong d6 thé hién trong céc tir ngir goi
tén Pang Tdi Cao, c4c vi thanh, cAc tién tri, cac ngdn st. .. cac khai niém vé thé gisi linh thiéng, cac vat
dung, cac nghi thirc tho cling. .. va thé hién trong phong céch dién dat ciia van ban hay cia 101 phat biéu.

2.2.2.5. Ngbn nge vera tye nhién vera siéu nhién

Ngbn ngit tdn gido dua trén nén tang ngdn ngit cua thé tuc, nhung dwoc chuyén biét hoa trong
ngir canh ton gi4o nén né mang nhitng pham chat dac tha caa linh vyc t6n gido 1a tinh chat siéu nhién
(siéu hinh, bi hiém, sau kin), khdng thé hiéu theo cach ciia ngdn ngir thong thuong. Pay 1a dic tinh hai
mat ciia ngdn ngir ton gido can phai luu ¥.

Ngbn ngit ton gido thudng cb ging miéu ta cac thude tinh va dic tinh cia Dang Tdi Cao. Pay la
diéu kho khan vi Dang Téi Cao n6i chung khéng phai la cai gi ma ching ta c6 thé c6 kinh nghiém truc
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tiép, trong khi hau hét nhimg diéu ma ngén ngir biéu thi déu Ia nhimg diéu ma ching ta c6 thé trai
nghiém bang cach nay hoac cach khac. Vi thé luc chdng ta ndi vé Bang Toi Cao nhu “Thién Chla
thién lanh” (God is good), chung ta can phai biét chiing ta dang dung tir “thién lanh” nhu thé nao trong
didn ngbn d6. Néu ching ta noi tir d6 ddng nhat vai ngdn ngir thé tuc, tirc 1a chung ta dang qua quyét
rang Pang Toi Cao ciing thién lanh theo cling mat cach voi con ngudi, didu nay khong ding vi Cong
gido cho rang Pang T4i Cao 1a bac toan thién toan hao. Mot con ngudi di hoan hao dén dau ciing
khéng thé dat téi bac cua Bang Tdi Cao. Nhung néu chling ta néi rang Chua thién lanh trong mot cach
thirc hoan toan khéc véi con ngudi, didu nay ciing khong dung, vi con ngudi do Bang Tdi Cao tao ra
theo hinh anh caa chinh minh, nén né phan anh cac pham tinh caa Bang Téi Cao. Vay tir “thién lanh”
khi ndi vé Chaa, hay néi khai quat hon, cac thuat ngir ton gido, khong thé hiéu hoan toan gidng nhu
C4c tir ngir thong, nhung ciing khong phai hoan toan khac. Py 1a tinh than cua cach chiét trung (‘middle
way’) dé ndi vé& Chua theo Ii thuyét loai suy (theory of analogy), tirc 13 phuong phap suy ludn dung dé
néi vé Thién Chuia qua cac pham chat tét dep cuia thu tao, bang cach nhan cac pham tinh d6 1én tuyét dbi.
Phuong phap nay dua trén co sé 1a cac thudc tinh caa Bang Téi Cao vuot qué tim hiéu biét caa con ngudi
nhung n6 ¢6 mot ti 1é twong ddng nao d6 voi cac thudc tinh cia con ngudi. Vi dac tinh hai mat vira ty
nhién vira siéu nhién, nén ngdn ngir ton gi4o trong biéu dat va tiép nhan, luén phai d6i mat véi “song
dé gitra dic tinh siéu nghiém véi dic tinh cu thé va tinh hudng cua thuc tién giao tiép ngdn tir” (Keane,
1997: 49). Y nghia thuc sy ciia ngdn ngir ton gido nim & trong dap sé ciia bai toan song dé kho giai nay.

Mot diéu can chi y 1a méi quan hé gitra ngon ngit ton giéo va ngdn ngit thé tuc, hay noi cach khac,
la mdi quan hé giira tinh chat tu nhién va tinh chat siéu nhién, 1a tién trinh hai mat (double-process). Dau
tién, mot tir c6 nghia tir vieng (thé tuc) caa n, sau do tir d6 dwoc dung cho muc dich ton gido, trong dién
ngén ton gido dé miéu ta nhiing céi siéu nhién, nhiing thyc thé thiéng liéng va tra thanh thuat ngit cua
t6n gido. Nhung sau d6 thuat ngit nay lai c6 thé dugc muon tro lai nhu mot tir ngir thé tuc.

2.2.3. Phirong thirc biéu dat ciia ngbn ngir ton gido

Theo Fudge (2006), trong nhiéu ton gi&o, hinh thtrc van viét thudng trang trong vé phong cach,
thinh thoang mang tinh thi ca, thuong hudng ve vé co kinh; nhitng phat bicu gido If va tac pham Ii luan
hoc thuat tén giao chia sé nhitng dac trung, cach ding nhat quéan vé tir vung véi cac tdc pham khoa
hoc; trong llc ngon ngit dugc dung trong 1oi cAu nguyén c& nhan phan énh cach st dung ngdn ngi
hang ngay nhiéu hon. Trong cach néi thong thuong, ngdn ngi ton gido thudng cd nghia 1a ngdn ngit
nghi 1& (liturgical language).

Nhiéu nha nghién ciru rat xem trong viéc xem xét cac phuong thuc tu tir cia ngén ngir ton gio,
nhu Keane (1997) cho rang dic trung cua ngébn ngit ton gido 1a “1oi néi thi vi, bong bay hoic trang
trong” (poetic or ceremonial speech) va 6ng xem diép ngix va tring am tao nén sirc manh cua nhitng
hinh thic ngdn ngir ton glao (Keane 1997: 49). Mot sé nha nghlen ctru khac dung thuat ngir “chién
lugc dién ngdon” dé ndi vé nhimg didu tuong tu trén, va ho cho rang dé hiéu ngén ngir ton gido, ching
ta can phai hiéu c4c chién luoc dién ngdn co ban caa nd Ia: loai suy (analogy), 4n du (metaphors), biéu
tuong (symbols), chuyén ké (stories), du ngdn (parables), nghich Ii (paradoxes). P4y la nhirng hinh
thuc dién dat tao nén dién mao co ban cua ngdn ngir ton gido.

2.2.3.1. Phép loai suy

Theo céc nha than hoc,do “gisi han nhan thirc luan” ciia con ngudi vé cac van dé siéu nhién, nén
Vvé nguyén tic, ban chat caa Chiia 1a “khong thé biét”, “khong thé nhan thirc duge™ (Turner, 1995, dan
theo Scott, 2013: 13). Do Thién Chuia vuot qua tam hiéu biét cia con ngudi nén ching ta lam thé nao
c6 thé néi nhiing diéu c6 y nghia vé Chla, tic 1 nhiig diéu ching ta khéng thé hiéu Bé giai quyét
van dé nay, cac nha than hoc phu dinh (negative theologians) lap luan ring Chla “vuot ngoai moi
khéng dinh”, ngoai ngdn ngit. Do d6, Ngudi khong thé dugc mé ta bang céac thuat ngit khing dinh, tic
1a bang cach n6i Ngudi 1a gi. Chla chi c6 thé duoc mo ta mot cach phu dinh hoic “théng qua phu dinh”
- bang cach ndi Chla “khéng phai” Ia gi. Tuy nhién mot quan diém khac dugc nhiéu nguoi tan dong
hon 1a phép loai suy (ciia Thomas Aquinas). Thomas Aquinas dong Yy véi cac nha than hoc phu dinh &
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mot mire do nao do vi dng nghi rang con ngu'orl vé co ban khong thé biét Chua trong ban chat caa minh.
Tuy nhién, 6ng nghi rang Chung ta cO thé tién xa hon mot chit ngoai viéc chi ndi vé Chlia mot cach
phu dinh, ma ching ta c6 thé néi vé Chlia mét cach c6 ¥ nghia theo nghia khing dinh bang phép loai
suy. Phép loai suy la mot nd luc dé giai thich ¥ nghia cua mot diéu gi d6 kho hiéu bang cach so sanh
véi mot didu gi d6 quen thudc va dé hiéu hon. Va phép loai suy la mot trong nhimg phuong thuc biéu
dat co ban caa ngdn ngir ton gido. Ngon ngit ton gido c6 gang md ta cac thudc tinh hoac pham chat cua
Thién Chua thong qua cac tir ngir biéu thi thudc tinh, pham chat cia con nguoi bang cach nhan cac
thugc tinh, pham chat do 1én tuyét d6i. Vi du, khi noi: “Thién Chua la ngudi Cha yéu thuong”, dién
ngdn cong gido muon néi tinh phy tir ¢6 thé gidip ching ta hieu vé Thién Chua, dong thoi ciing ham ¥
rang Ngudi yéu thuong mot cach tuyét dbi, hon han moi ngudi cha trén tran gian. Phép loai suy ham
y rang con ngudi Vva cac sinh vat do Thién Chua tao ra ciing mang dang dap cua Thién Chaa, nhung
dong thoi ciing khang dinh su siéu viét, khac biét giira Thién Chua va cac loai thu tao. Vi vay, that sai
Iam khi n6i rang ching ta hoan toan giéng nhu Chia (tirc 1a n6i theo suy luan twong déng - univocal),
nhung ciing sai khi n6i rang chiing ta hoan toan khac biét (tuc 1a néi theo suy luan di biét - equivocal),
ma phai n6i theo suy luan loai suy (analogical), theo nén tang trung gian ma Thomas Aquinas chi ra la
ching ta “giéng nhu” Chda, “tuong tu” nhur Chua.

Phép loai suy vé phuong thirc biéu dat ciia ngdn ngir tn gido tao ra dac tinh vira ty nhién vira
siéu nhién da néi & muc 2.2.2.5.

2.2.3.2. An du va biéu twong

Vi nhitng thuc tai bén ngoai thé gidi kinh nghiém 1a siéu viét, vd hinh nén rat kho va trong rat
nhiéu truong hop 1a khdng thé dién dat bang tir ngir thong thuong cia thé gisi tu nhién (physical world).
Cach thich hop nhat dé noi vé thé gidi siéu nhién (metaphysical world) 1a dung an du: Iy tir ngit chi
nhitng sy vat hién tuong cu thé cua thé giGi ty nhién dé néi vé nhimg diéu triru twong, khd nim bit cua
thé gioi siéu nhién. Vi du lamp (dén, ngon dén): hinh anh thuong chi sy hién dién cia Thién Chda, biéu
thi 101 Thién Chua va on hiéu biét. An dy trong ngdn ngit ton giao cha yéu khong phai 1a trang sirc hinh
anh ma 1a cong cu nhan thirc. An du khong phai chi don thuan gii vai trd giai thich cho rd hon tinh cach
tuong tu da co san giita cac hinh anh va cac y tuéng, ching con lam phét sinh ra nhimng y nghia méi.

An du (va hoén du) duoc dang lap di 13p lai, tré nén quen thudc, pho bién, doc 1ap véi vin canh
trg thanh céc biéu tuong. Biéu twong 12 mot trong thude tinh co ban nhit caa ngén ngit ton gido. Vi
du: biéu tugng cross (thanh gi4) twong trung cho khd nan ciia Chlia Giésu bi déng dinh, cho su hy sinh
va su phuc sinh. Alpha and Omega, chit dau va chit cudi caa mau ty Hy Lap, biéu tuong doi doi cia
Thién Chua, ciing 13 biéu thi thién tinh cua Giésu Kité “khai diém va cing tan cia moi su”. Ash (tro),
biéu tugng trong Kinh thanh va trong phung vy, 1a sy mong manh cua kiép ngudi, sy thanh luyén, 1ong
thdng héi. Biéu twong maé ra nhimng ¥ twong cuaa mot thé gisi bén ngoai kinh nghiém, né cung cap mot
lugc dd chung va y nghia twong trung, tir d6 goi ra hé thong y nghia. Vi thé, khi di mat véi ngén ngi
t6n gido nhu mot hé thdng y thie hé, ngudi doc va ngudi nghe phai ¢6 kha nang nim bit nhiing théng
tin chi ra bén ngoai khung cl phap va ngit nghia ctia dién ngén.

Mot s6 nha nghién ciru qua quyét rang cac y tuong va hinh anh ton giao déu 1a nhiing biéu tuong,
va chi cd thé chuyén tai cac “chan i ton gido™ bang cach thirc duy nhat 12 biéu tugng.

2.2.3.3. Chuyén ké va du ngbn

Chuyén ké 1a hinh thac tu su chuyén tai cac quan niém dao duc, luan 1 thdng qua cau chuyén c6
that hodc hu cdu. Chuyén ké c6 thé ton tai doc 1ap thanh mot thé loai nhu vai Lives of Saints (sach Hanh
céc thanh: sach ké vé cudc doi dao dirc, guong mau caa cac thanh) hozic xen vao trong cac bo kinh.

Khi chuyén ké c6 hinh thic dic biét nhu 14 mot hé théng an du vé cac tin Ii cua ton gido khi do
n6 dugc goi 1a du ngdn (parables). Chiang han “Du ngén ngudi gieo giéng” sau ddy trong Tin ming
Mat-théu 13:3-8:
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Nguoi gleo glong di ra gieo giong. Trong khi nguoi dy gleo thi c6 nhiing hat roi xuong vé duong,
chim chéc dén dn mat. CO nhing hat roi trén noi séi da, cho dat khong c6 nhiéu; né moc ngay, vi dat
khéng sau; nhung khi nang 1&n, nd lién bi chay, va vi thiéu ré nén bj chét khd. Co nhiing hat roi vao
bui gai, gai moc 1&n 1am né chét nghet. C6 nhiing hat lai roi nham dat tét, nén sinh hoa két qud: hat
dwoC Qdp tram, hat dwoc sau chuc, hat duroc ba chuc. Ai 6 tai thi nghe.

9% ¢ 9 ¢ 9% <

Trong du ngén nay, “nguoi gieo hat”, “hat giéng”, “chim choc”, “noi soi d4”, “dat khong sau”, “mat
troi”, “ré”, “bui gai” déu dwoc s dung mot cach hinh anh. Chinh Glesu da giai nghia du ngbn nay mot
cach rd rang va tham thuy nhu sau: “Vdy anh em hay nghe du ngén nguoi gieo giong. Hé ai nghe loi rao
gidng Nuwéc Troi ma khong hiéu, thi quy dit dén cudp di diéu da gieo trong long nguoi dy: dé la ké da
diroc gieo bén vé dwong. Con ké duoc gieo trén noi séi da, do la ké nghe loi va lien vui vé dén nhan.
Nhung né khong dam ré ma 1a ké nhdt thoi: khi gap gian nan hay bi nguroc dai vi 1o, nd vdp nga ngay.
Con ke duoc gieo vao bui gai, d6 la ké nghe 16, nhung néi lo lang su doi, va ba vinh hoa pht quy bop
nghet, khién loi khdng sinh hoa két qua gi. Con ke dugc gieo trén dat tot, dé la ke nghe loi va hiéu, thi
t4t nhién sinh hoa két qud va lam ra, ké diroc gdp trdam, ké dwoc sau chuc, ké diroc ba chuc.”

Trong Kinh thanh hay trong cac bo kinh cua Phat gido ching ta gap rat nhiéu cac du ngdén nhu
thé nay. Chang Ia hinh thic dién dat rat co ban caa ngdn ngit trong sach kinh truyén ton gido. Du ngdn
thi ki bi, khd hiéu lai dién dat bang hinh tuong nén kich thich sy tim hiéu, kham pha va khi chan Ii
duogc khai ma, né s& tham sau vao long nguoi doc, ngudi nghe.

2.2.3.4. Nghich li

Trong ngdn ngit cua Cong gido hay Phat gido, ching ta bét gap rat nhiéu cach néi mau thuan, phi
Ii so vai chuan muc cia thé gisi binh thuong cua chung ta nhu: trinh thai (virginal conception), trinh
san (virgin birth), cugc song sau khi chét (life after death),... sdc tic 1a khdng, khdng tic 14 sdc (sac
tac thi khong, khong tic thi sic), riza dat trong bun (né trung tay thd),... D6 1a cac nghich Ii
(paradoxes), mét hinh thirc dién dat dién hinh cua ngdn ngit ton giéo khi ndi vé& nhitng mau nhiém cua
cac dang thiéng liéng va nhitng van dé lién quan dén thé gisi thiéng liéng.

Nghich Ii 12 ddu hiéu cua cai siéu viét ma siéu viét 1a dac tinh cdt 16i cua ton gido, nén nghich li
1a hinh thac thé hién khong thé thiéu duoc cua ngdn ngit ton gido.

Gan giii voi nghich Ii 12 hinh thirc phu dinh tran thuat hay dugc néi ti trong ngdn ngir Phat giao,
chang han trong kinh Kim cang: “Thé gidi, khdng phdi 1a thé gidi, chi tam goi 1a thé gigi”. Pay la cach
thire ding ngon ngix dé dién dat, biéu hién, nhung khi thanh 161 rdi thi lia ngdn ngi, phi dinh chinh né.
Gia tri ngon ngir chi 12 gié tri twong ddi. Vi thé trong kinh dién, Phat Nhu Lai khing dinh: “Sust 49
nam thuyét phdp ta chua timg ndi mét loi ndo”. Pay 1a nét dic thu cua ngdn ngit Phat gido.

2.2.4. Mgt sé hueéng tiép cdn doi véi ngdn ngd ton gido

Ng6n ngit ton gido “da duoc nghién ciu tir nhitng quan diém khéc nhau cua than hoc, triét hoc va
x& hoi hoc” (Pandharipande, 2018). Trong khi “trong tam chu yéu cua cac nha triét hoc va than hoc &
viéc phan tich 16-gic dirc tin ton gi4o va tinh trang nhan thic luan cta no, thi quan diém x& hoi hoc vé
ngbn ngir tén glao tap trung vao chirc nang ctia ngbn ngir ton gido trong linh vuc ton gido cling nhu
trong linh vuc thé tuc” (Pandharipande, 2018). Nhitng nghién ciru hlen tai trong ngon ngit hoc vé ngon
ngi ton gido “xem nd nhu mot ngit vuc st dung ngdn ngix chu yéu nham muc dich nhén dién vé cau
trdc va chirc nang cua ngon ngir tén gido (tir vung, ct phap, ngit &m, hinh vi, van luat, ...) nhiing cai
phéan blet né véi cac bién thé ngdn ngir phi ton giao” (Pandharipande, 2018). Tirc day la huéng tiép
Can cu tric - chirc nang tir goc d6 ngdbn ngir hoc dbi vai ngdn ngi ton gio.

Ng6n ngir hoc Ii thuyét hién tai con thiéu nhiing cong cu ki thuat thich hop dé phan tich ngén ngir
tén gi4o (Pandharipande, 2018). Holt cho ring “can phai khao sat cac bién thé cua ngon ngir ton giéo
trong cac pham vi vé chirc ning, phong cach, ngit canh lich str, phuong thirc, su trong quan ciia né voi
céc bién s, phuong thirc va loai van ban khac” (din theo Pandharipande, 2018). Tuy nhién, khong thé
xéc dinh cac dau hiéu dic trung cua ngdn ngir ton gido chi hoan toan dua trén cac ciu tric hay chuc



76 | Tap chi Ngén ngir s6 6 nim 2026

ndng ctia n6. DAu higu ddc trung ctia ngdn ngir tn gido Ia h¢ thong tu twong & ting co s¢ ciia né hay
la khung/ sy y ni¢gm hoa ve thyc tai tuyét doi dya trén niem tin ton gido - cai phan bi¢t no véi cac doi
tdc nam trong nhitng ngir vuc phi ton giao cta ngdn ngir tu nhién. Ngdn ngir tdn gido c6 thé chia sé
nhirng cac dac trung ngdn nglr cia cac ngir Vuc phi ton gido nhung nghia/ nglt nghia cua chung lai
khac vi sy khéac nhau ¢ hé thong co so ve niem tin (Pandharipande, 2018).

Gan day nhat, cach tiép can phan tich dién ngon phé phéan véi su tro gidp cua khéi lidu (critical
corpus-assisted discourse analysis) cua Hobbs (2021) m¢ ra hudng tiep can tir goc do phan tich dien
ngbn hién dai, dem lai nhiéu thdng tin mai mé va bo ich.

3. Két luan

Ng6n ngir ton gido van hanh trong mot ngir canh dac tha va bi chi phéi bai nhiing quy udc dién
ngon riéng, co tinh ty tri. Bac trung nay thé hién ¢ nhiéu phuong dién, tir khai niém, chii thé phat ngon
va tiép nhan, tinh tinh thai, dén tiéu chi xac lap gia tri chan li. Y nghia cua céc dién ngén ton giao
khong thé duoc giai ma day di néu tach khoi boi canh thyc hanh tin ngudng va doi song tam linh. Do
do, nghién ciu ngdn ngir ton gido khong chi yéu cau phan tich cac dic diém noi tai cua ngon ngtt ma
con yéu cau su nhap cudc vao moi trudng thuc hanh tén glao Chinh sir dan than nay tao diéu kién dé
nha nghién cau tiép can dugc cac taing nghia, co ché Kién tao nghia, y thirc hé, niém tin va thé gioi
quan dang chi phdi viéc sir dung ngdn ngit cia cong ddng ton gio.

Trong giGi han caa bai viét, ching t6i méi chi dwa ra nhitng phac thao ban dau vé ngén ngit ton
gi4o théng qua viéc phan tich ngudn tu liéu tiéng Anh méi nhat. Pay sé 1a tién dé dé ching t6i tiép tuc
dao sau va hoan thién huéng nghién ctu nay mot cach toan dién hon trong tuong lai.
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