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NGU PHAP QUAN HE - MOT LOAI NGU' PHAP CHU'C NANG
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Abstract: The study of Relational Grammar in Vietnam has been relatively limited. Nguyen Minh Thuyet
and Nguyen Van Hiep have only studied Relational Grammar indirectly and introduced it briefly in Vietnamese
Sentence Components (edited by Nguyen Minh Thuyet) and Vietnamese Syntax: Main Components of a Sentence
(Nguyen Van Hiep). Based on the works of Permutter D.M., Postal P.M., Joseph B.D. and Barry Blake, who
proposed and conducted research on Relational Grammar, this article introduces the basic contents of this
grammartical theory, differentiates it from N. Chomsky's Transformational Grammar and examines it in relation
to other functional grammar theories.

Keywords: Subject, direct object, indirect object, oblique relation, genitive, locative, instrumental,
benefactive, terms, stratal diagram, stratal uniqueness law,

1. Pat van de

Ngit phap quan h¢ (relatlonal grammar) ¢ Vi¢t Nam con it dugc quan tam. Nguyen Minh Thuyet
va Nguyen Vin Hig¢p méi tim hiéu ngir phap guan h¢ mot cach glan tiép va gidi thi¢u so sai trong
Thanh phdn cau tleng Viet (Nguyen Minh Thuyét cha bién, 2004) va CU phép tiéng Viét. Cac thanh
phan chinh cua cau (Nguyen Vin Hi¢p, 2024). Trong bai bao nay, chung t6i dya vao tac pham cua
nhitng tac gia dé xuat va nghién ctu li thuyét Ngir phap guan hé nhu Blake B. (1990); Perimutter D.M.
(1980) Postal P.M. va B.D. Joseph (1990), gidi thiéu nhung noi dung co ban cua li thuyet ngir phap
nay, phan biét vai Ngit phap cai bién cia N. Chomsky va dat n6 trong mdi twong quan véi véi cac li
thuyet nglr phap chirc nang khac.

2. Ngir phap quan h¢ 1a mot loai ngir phap chirc niing

Theo nghia rong, ngi# phap chize nang (functional grammar) 1a cach tiép can i thuyét d6i vai viéc
miéu ta va giai thich cac hién tuong ngon ngfr trén co s& cac chirc nang khac nhau cua ching. Nhirng
chtrc nang sau day da dugc nghién ctru: cac vai nghia (semantic roles), chirc nang ct phdp (syntactic
relation); tinh x4c dinh (definiteness), tinh sinh dong (animacy); Dé (Theme) so véi Thuyét (rheme),
Dé ngir (topic) so véi Thuyét ngit (comment) cua cac biéu thirc ngdn ngir. Ngit phap quan hé (relational
grammar) la loai ngt phap chirc nang dya trén co s& cac chirc nang cu phap.

Theo ngir phap chirc ndng, cac hi¢n twong ngon ngr khong thé duoc giai thich ma khong xem xét
chire nang cua chiing. Chi nghia (hdu) cAu trdc nd luc miéu ta ngdn ngr mot cach hinh thtc (tic la gia
dinh tinh tu chu cua ct phap). Ngir phap chirc ning da dua ra mot giai phap thay thé cho nhitng nd luc
do. Nhitng gia dinh khac biét cua ngit phap chirc nang c6 thé duoc thay rd trong miéu ta cua ching vé
su phu ng vi tu. Trong céch tiép can phi chirc nang, hién tugng nay néi chung dugc miéu ta & cap do
hinh thirc bing cac phuong tién cua cach hinh théi ci phap (morphosyntactic case). Nhu trong tiéng
Anh, vi tir hitu dinh pht tng véi bé ngit danh tir caa vi ngit. Trong céch tiép can chire nang, anh huong
Cua céc vai nghia, tinh sinh dong (tinh dong vat so véi tinh phi dong vat) va/hoic tinh xac dinh cua
danh ngir d6i v6i su phi hop vi tir da duogc xem xét. Cach tlep can nay hoat dong t6t hon trong mot s6
truong hop nhu sy phu hop gilra tan ngir va vi tir trong tiéng Swahili. Trong ngon ngit nay co su phu
hop glu:a chu ngu va vi tir cting nhu sy phu hop gitta tan ngu va vi tir tiy thudc vao déi tuong la con
ngudi hay tinh xéc dinh. Cac phuong tién hinh thuc, tirc 1a cac phuong tién hinh thai hoc va topo hoc
(topo hoc la nganh toan hoc dua trén nghién ciru cac bién dang lién tuc trong hinh hoc va méi quan hé
gitta Ii thuyét bé mat va toan hoc) dé danh déu chirc ning ct phéap thi khac nhau giira cc ngdn ngi,
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trong khi chirc ning ctia chiing thi c6 tinh pho quat. Vi thé, nhitng miéu ta chirc ndng dugce wu tién hon
trong nghién ctru dinh hudng thuc nghi¢ém ve cac pho niém.

3. Nhitng khéi niém co ban caa ngir phap quan hé

Ngz phéap quan hé (relational grammar) la m6 hinh ngir phap pho quét dya trén cac quan hé cd
phap D.M. Perlmutter (1980) P.M. Postal va B.D. Joseph (1990) la nhimg nguoi da dua ra li thuyét
nay. Day la mét trong s6 cAc mo hinh ngir phép thay the cho ngir phap cai bién. Gia thiét co ban cua
ngtr phap quan h¢ la cac quan h¢ ngir phap (nhu chu ngr va tan nglr) dong vai tro trung tam trong cl
phap cta cac ngon ngit tu nhién. Trong li thuyét nay, cac quan hé ngit phap dugc coi la quan hé nguyen
thuy, khong dinh nghia. Dleu nay da phan biét ngir phap quan h¢ véi cac md hinh ngu phap pho quéat
c6 sir dung céc khai niém cau trdc thanh t cho cac quy tac ca phap va dinh nghia cac quan h¢ ngir
phap. Vi khdng thé dwa ra dinh nghia c6 gia tri phd quat vé cac quan h¢ ngit phap, nén ngit phap cai
bién nhimg nam 1960 di khong thanh cong trong viéc phan tich cac hién tuong pho quat (Chang han
nhu bi dong) nhu cac hién tuong d6ng nhat cua tat ca cac ngon ngit. Didu nay thic day hai gia thiét co
ban cua ngir phap quan h¢: (a) cac quan h¢ ngir phap la nguyen thay, khong thé duoc dinh nghla thém;
b) trinh bay trong cac thuat ngit ctia cau trdc thanh t6 cl phap la khong thich hop véi viéc miéu ta hren
tuong phd quat. Thay vao do, cac cau dugc phan tich bang cac phuong ti¢n ctia mang ludi cac quan
h¢. Chlng chura it nhat mot nat cau, tir o “cac hinh cung” cho vi ngit va cac tham t6 cuia no tiép tuc.
Mai thanh to chinh cta cau ding trong mot méi quan hé ngi phap chinh xac véi nat cau thdng tri cua
no & moi Cap do miéu ta. Tap hop cac quan h¢ duoc thira nhan bao goém chui ngiz, tan ngir truc tiep, tan
nga gian tiep va mot s quan hé gran cach (oblique relation) chua dugc xac dinh, bao gom sinh cach
(genitive), vi tri cach (Iocatrve) cong cu cach (mstrumental) hwong cach (benefactive). Ba quan hé
chu ng, tan ngir truc trep va tan ngit gian tiép duoc goi chung la cac hang tiz (terms). Nhitng hang tir
nay va cac quan hé gian cach tao thanh mét hé théng phan cip nhu sau:

Chu ngir Tan ngirtryc tiep  Tan ngir gian tiép Cac quan hé gian céach
1 2 3

Cac hang tu thuong duoc goi theo vi tri cua chiing trong hé théng phan hang, do do, chu ngir dugc
goi la 1, tan ngit truc tiép la 2 va tan ngit gian tiép 1a 3. Chu ngir (1) va tan ngi truc tlep (2) duoc goi
chung 1a quan hé hat nhan (unclear relation); tan ngit truc tiép (2) va tan ngi gian tiép (3) duoc goi
chung la quan h¢ tan ngiz (object relation).

Cac quan h¢ ngir phap quan trong nhat 1a chu ngi (hay
quan hé 1), tan ngit truc tiép (quan hé 2), tan ngit gian tiép — £
(quan hé 3), sinh cach, vi tri cach, cong cu va huéng céach. —/  cho|
CAu tric quan hé ciia mot ¢l cd the duoc trinh bay trong biéu - _— " P
do dia tang (stratal diagram). Biéu d6 dia ting sau dayminh ik 1. Mang nudi quan hé trong cau
hoa mang ludi quan hé cua cau That book was reviewed by “That book reviewed by Louise”

Louise (Cubn sach d6 da duoc Louisse danh gia).

1, 2 va P dai di¢n cho cac quan h¢ ngir phap “chu ngir”, “tan ngf truc tlep va “vi ngir” ¢ hai tang
(cip do) ct phap dugc biéu dién bang cac cung toa dé (ci, ;). Tang ci miéu ta cu tric quan hé caa cau
cha dong (Louise reviewed that book) Tang Cj miéu ta cau tric cua cau bi dong (That book was
reviewed by Louise. Mang dwoc miéu ta ¢ trén tai tao lai cau tric bi dong nhu sau: tan ngit truc tiép
caa tang ¢i tré thanh cha ngi cua ting ¢jva chu ngit cua ting ¢ khéng ¢ quan hé ngit phap véi vi nglr
cua cap do ¢, ma thay vao d6 c6 chirc ndng nhu mét “chémeur” (Val that nghiép) duoc viét tit 1a Cho.
Trong Ccac mang nay, trat tu tuyén tinh di duoc triru tuong hoa va cac cAu tric con cua vi ngir (predlcate)
va doan ngir danh tir (noun phrase) d3 bi bo qua. CAu trlic thanh té cua cu, trat tu tuyén tinh va danh
d4u hinh théi cua cac yeu t cua cau khong duogc trinh bay.

Khai ni¢m vai that nghi¢p (Cho) la dic biét dbi vé6i ngir phap quan h¢, n6 thé hién maot trong
nhitng d6i méi cua i thuyét. Quan hé vai that nghiép 1a quan hé dugc nam gitr bai mot danh ngi da bi
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loai khoi cuong vi hang tur, tac la bi loai khoi 1, 2 hodc 3. Chomeur thiéu it nhat mot s6 thudc tinh cua
cac hang tur twong tng. Chu ngu that nghiép & tang ¢ khong giong vai chi ngu & tang ci, khdng kiém
sodt dugc sy phu ing & vi tir va chiém mot vi tri ngoai vi, tly chon trong cu. Thuat ngir Chomeur bat
nguon tir tiéng Phéap, chi nguol that nghiép hay nhan réi.

Nhén tan ngiz gian tlep dugc st dung cho tiép thé (recipient) trong mét ¢ nhu Mao _gave power
to the people (Mao trao quyén luc cho nhén dan) nhung khong dugc sur dung cho tan ngix dau tién trong
két c4u hai tan ngir nhu Mao gave the people power (Mao trao nhéan dan quyen luc). Cau Mao gave
power to the people dugc coi la co mot tang duy nhat véi méi quan hé ban dau dugc phan anh truc tiép
nhu the hi¢n ¢ hinh 2, nhung cau Mao gave the people power duoc coi la bao gom hai tang véi tan ngr
gian tiép ban dau da tién t6i tan ngir tryuc tiép trong tang thir hai, day tan ngit truc tiép ban dau vao vai
that nghiép & hinh 3.

P

give people give people

Mao power Mao power

Hinh 2. Mang lw6i minh hoa cho cau Hinh 3. Mang luéi minh hog cho cau
“Mao gave power to the people ” “Mao gave the people power
Phén tich nay mau thuan véi phan tich truyen thdng phd bién, trong do, tan ngi dau tién cua két
cau hai tan ngit duoc goi la tan ngir gian tiép va tan ngir thir hai dugc goi Iatan ngt truc tlep Ca nhitng
thuc té ho trg cho cach phan tich cta ngit phap quan hé. Diéu rd rang nhat la tan ngit gian tiép danh
ngir, dién hinh la tlep thé, chiém vi tri ngay sau vi tir. Thir hai |4 tn ngir dau tién chi khong phai tan
ngi thir hai c6 thé 1a chu ngu cua thé bi dong twong tmg, nhu trong hinh 4.

CO vé nhu trong mot 6 blen thé tiéng Anh, tan ngir thir hai ciing c6 thé twong ring Vvéi cha ngir &
thé bi dong boi vi ¢ nhitng mau cau nhu Power was given the people by Mao (Quyén lyc duoc Mao
trao cho nhan dan). Tuy nhién, nhirng diéu nay c6 thé bat ngudn tir mau co ban nhu Mao gave power
to the people (Mao trao quyén luc cho nhan dan) véi su ting hang tir 2 1&n 1 va su ting hang tiép theo
tir 3 1én 2 Power was given the people by Mao (Quyén luc duoc Mao trao cho nhan dan).

give people

Mao power Mao power

Hinh 4. The people were given power by Mao Hinh 5. Power was given the people by Mao
(Nhén ddn dwoc Mao trao quyén lyc) (Quyén lye dwoc Mao trao cho nhan dan)
Luu ¥ 1a trong 4 va 5 vai that nghiép dugc chi ra bang cach sir dung dau mii trén tin hidu ctia quan
hé hang tur ¢ ting ngay trude do.

Ngtr phéap quan hé tim cach hinh thanh cac phd niém ngén ngtr va miéu ta lop cac két cau ngir
phap duoc tim thiy trong cac ngdn ngit caa con nguol Khoéng phai tat ca cac mang quan h¢ déu hop
v6i ngdn ngit ty nhién. Phai ¢ nhiing rang budc dé phan dinh pham vi cac mang cé thé dic trung cho
ngdn ngit cua con ngudi. Pay 1a mot s6 luat quan hé:
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- Lugt duy nhdt tang (stratal uniqueness law): Chi co thé c6 mot yéu to phu thuoc mang quan hé
hang tir cu thé trong maot cap do cu thé. Nguyén tac nay cd thé 4p dung sang cac quan hé gian céach,
nhung khong thé &p dung cho quan hé Cho (c6 thé c6 2 chomeur trong mot cap do).

- Ludt cha ngwatang cuai (final 1 law): Yéu cau mdi tang cudi phai c6 mot chu ngit. Dleu nay
khong c6 nghia 1 phai c6 mot chu ngir bé mat. Cac cau vo nhan xung khac nhau theo truyen thong
duoc miéu ta la khong cé chu ngtr, nhung Perlmutter (1980) va Postal (1990) khang dinh rang tat ca
cac cau nhu vay déu c6 mot danh ngir gia lam chii ngir ma trong mét sé truong hop bi an. Vi du:

Kiss one salamander and people say you are a pervert (Hon mot con ki nhdng va moi nguoi noi
ban la ké hu hong). .

Joe went home and then called Betty (Joe‘ vé nha va,goircho Betty). )

- Lugt gian cach (Oblique Law): Yéu cau bat ki yeu to phu thuoc nao c6 moi quan h¢ gian cach
deu chiu moi quan h¢ do ¢ tang dau tién. Vi du: néu mot danh ngit mang quan h¢ cong cu trong bat ki
tang khong ban dau nao, thi no cung phai 1am nhu vay trong tang ban dau.

Ngit phap quan he tap trung vao moi quan h¢ cua cac tham t6 VGi Vi ngir. Co rat it nd luc dé xéac
dinh chi tiét vé cau tric mat. Cac quy tic tuyen tinh hoé cé thé dya trén méi quan hé ngir phéap trung
tam (central grammatical relation) hodc cac quan hé bao phu (overlay relation) hodc ca hai. Quan hé
trung tam bao gom chu ngit, tan ngit truc ticp, tan ngit gian tiép, cac bd ngir gian cach va quan hé
chdémeur. Quan hé bao phu bao gom:

- Dé ng# (topic), vi du: That I would never have believed he would do (Piéu ma toi chua bao gid
tin rang anh ay sé& lam).

- Siéu trong (overweight), vi du: | offered to Frederica at that time the most beautiful pearl of the most
expensive collection (Luc d6, toi da tang Frederica vién ngoc trai dep nhat trong bo suru tap dat tién nhat).

- Tir quan h¢ (relatlve) vi du: The table which he is sending (Cai ban ma anh ay dang giri)

- Tar nghi véan (question), vi du: Who do you think Ted met? (Ban nghi Ted da gap ai?).

Mang quan h¢ la sy biéu dién khong cO thir ty. Trat tu tir ¢ cau truc mat dugc gidi thigu boi cac
quy tac ;uyen tinh hoa ma phan 16n c6 thé dya vao ting quan hé ngir phap cudi cung. Trat tu tir co ban
trong tieng Anh c6 théﬁduqc chi dinh nhu sau: 1-P-2-3-phi hang tir (chu ngir - vi ngir - tAn ngt truc tiép
- tAn ngir gian tiép - b6 ngir gian cach).

Dic trung cua ngit phap quan hé la gia dinh vé mot sb tang cli phap ké tiép nhau va do d6 gia dinh
mot sb quan hé ngu phap ma mot thanh phan trong mét cau nhat dinh mang theo nit cau. Day 1a h¢
qua ty nhién cua cac gia dinh li thuyet ve ngit phap quan h¢ gan lién véi cac quan hé ngir phéap va co
gang nam bat thyc té 12 trong nhiéu truong hop, mot yéu té khdng thé duge xac dinh 1a chi mang mot
guan hé ngi phap nhét dinh, ma ding hon co cac thudc tinh ciia ca chii ngir va tan ngir. Ngi phap quan
hé da tap trung Vao cac hlen tugng nhu dang bi dong, phli &ng vi tir, vi tir phan chi va da thiét 1ap cac
phd niém thir bac cho sy miéu ta.

4. Nhan xét vé nglr phap guan hé va viéc van dung no

Nhu ta biét, md hinh c4c binh dién cua Chomsky da xem xét cau tr(ic siu Va cau tric mit. Cau
tric sau hinh thanh co s¢ cua dién giai nglr nghia va cau tric mat la co s¢ cho biéu di&n am hé. Hai cau
tric ndy duoc trung gian bai cac cai bien. Ngit phap quan h¢ la mét loai phan tng ddi véi ngir phap
cai bién ban dau. N6 khong phai la mot Ii thuyet don tang, ma la mot i thuyet da tang, trong do, tang
ban dau twong tw nhu cau trdc sau va sy dénh gia lai tuong tu nhu cic cai bién. Sy khac bigt co tinh
nguyén tac giira hai cach tiép can la ngir phap quan hé hinh thanh mét cau dudi dang cac mdi quan h¢
dugc gan nhén sinh ra tir mot vi ngix (predlcate) Trong ngir phap cai blen cac moi quan h¢ hat nhan
khong duoc biéu dién tryc tiép, nhung c6 thé suy ra tir mét cau hinh cau tric, chua ngir lala mol quan
h¢ dugc gitr bai mot danh ngir bi chi phol truc tiép bai ndt cau (S) va tan ngir tryc ticp la moi quan hé
duoc gitr boi danh ng bi chi phol truc tiép boi doan ngir vi tir (VP). Dé duy tri cdc dinh nghia nay mot
cach pho bién, ngir phap cai bién phal dwa ra mot doan ngir vi tir (VP) & mot cip do nao d6 cho tat ca
cac ngon ngir bao gom ca nhung ngon ngir ma thiéu bang chirng cho mot doan ngir vi tur bé mat. Ngtr
phép quan hé khéng gan cac dic tinh cau tric caa sy thong tri va wu tién tuyén tinh cho cac cap do phi
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bé mat. Thir ty wu tién tuyén tinh duoc coi la mot dic diém cua cau triic mat va cu tric phan cap chi
1a c4u trdc theo sau cau trdc quan h¢, do d6 khong c¢6 doan ngir vi tir (VP). That tha vi khi suy doan vé
cach ngr phap quan hé c6 thé nam bat duoc thuc té rang tan ngit c6 lién quan chat ché véi vi tir hon
S0 Vi cha nglr. Ngir phap quan hé phu thudc (dependency grammar) ciing khong két hop khai niém
doan ngir vi tur (VP) Khi miéu ta ngt phap tir (mot loai ngir phap quan h¢ phu thugc), Hudson cho
rang su khéc biét co thé nam bt dya theo sy khac biét vé tinh tong quat cua cac quy tic gidi thi¢u tan
ngir va chu ngir 1a phu thudc vao vi tir. Piéu nay duong nhu nam bat dugc mot khia canh pho quéat cua
su bat ddi xang giita chu ngir - vi tr va tan ngir - vi tur.,

Céc thanh phan gian cach co thé 1a bo ngi (complement) cho cac vi ngu cu thé hoac céc 16p vi
tir. Chuing co the la cac phu ngit (adjunct) Thuc té chua ¢6 cudc thao luan nao trong tai li¢u ngir phap
quan hé vé viéc c6 bao nhiéu quan hé gian cach hoac vé cach xac dinh chung, li¢u cac quan h¢ gian
cach cé duoc khai tao trong moi ngdn ngt hay khong va liéu luat duy nhat tang ¢6 ap dung cho cac
guan hé gian cach khong.

Ngit phap quan h¢ gay an tuong don gidn hon ngit phap céi bién vé mat khéi niém. Ngir phap
quan hé don gian bo qua hau hét cac cau hoi vé cau trdc. N6 hau nhu khong xtr 1i dugc bat ki cau tric
con nao trong cac phan phu thugc cd. Hau nhu khong cé cach xir Ii nao vé gioi tir, hau gidi tir ciing
nhu cau tric bén trong cua danh ngi.

Néu muc dich ciia Chomsky 1a giai thich kién thic vé ngon ngir cua con nguoi chir khong phai
ban than ngon ngix thi ngi phap guan h¢ khong quan tam den kién thire vé& ngon NG ma quan tdm dén
chinh ngdn ngir. Cac van dé vé kha nang bam sinh, thuc té tdm 1i,... khéng bao gio dugc dit ra trong
ngit phap quan hé.

Muc dich cua ngir phap quan hé 1a miéu ta cac thugc tinh thiét yeu cua ngodn ngir loai ngudi. Cho
den nay hon bbn muoi ngdn ngu' da duoc nghién ciu trong khudn khé cua ngit phap quan hé va mot
s6 pho niém, pho niém ham ¥ va cac xu huéng da duogc dua ra anh sang. 6] Vigt Nam, Nguyen Minh
Thuyét va Nguyén Van Hiép (2004) c6 dé cap dén ngit phap quan hé trong cudn Thanh phan cau tleng
Viét, nhung hai 6ng khong van dung i thuyet nay d¢ soi sang cac thanh phan cau tiéng Viét. Do méi
tim h|eu Ii thuyét ngir phap quan hé mot cach gian tiép nén hai 6ng c6 nhiing nhan xét chua thoa dang.
Chang han, su phan bi¢t quan hé thuan tay ngir phap véi nhitng quan h¢ khdng phai la nhiing quan hé
thuan tdy ngiz phap (Nguyen Minh Thuyet Nguyen Vin Hig¢p, 2004: 39) hay nhan dinh “khong thé co
nhitng két cau chi c6 quan hé ma khéng c6 thanh t6”. Nhu ta biét, ngir phap quan hé chap nhan pham
tru an. Myc dich cua ngi phap quan hé 1a miéu ta cc hién twong phd quat cho ngdn ngir con nguoi.
Déi voi ngu phap quan hé, cac quan hé ngu phap la nguyén thuay, khong the dugc dinh nghia thém va
trinh bay cac quan h¢ ngit phap trong cac thuat ngix cua cau trdc thanh t6 ct phap 1a khéng thich hop
Vvéi vigc miéu ta hign twong phd quat Tuy nhién, néu xac dinh dugc c&c quan hé ngi phap thi ta ciing
c6 thé suy ra cac thanh phan cua cau.

5. Két luan

Ngir phap quan h¢ la mét loai ngir phap chirc ning dya trén cac quan hé cl phap. NoO la mét sy
phan g d6i véi ngir phap cai bién ban dau cua Chomsky Muc dich ctia ngit phap quan h¢ la miéu ta
cac hi¢n tuong pho quat cho ngon ngit ciia con ngudi. P& nghién ctu tot tiéng Viét, can tim hiéu ki
hon nita vé i thuyét ngir phap nay.
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