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Abstract: The Thai language belongs to the Tai-Kadai language family. The Thai people refer to their
idioms and proverbs as “quam chiém lang” (words passed down). These language units encapsulate a lot of
profound folk knowledge. Surveying 6,602 units of Thai idioms and proverbs, the number “three” occur 132
times. Compared to other numbers, the number “three” appears second most common (following only the number
“one”). The number three expresses interesting symbolic meanings including completeness, singular/plural
distinctions, taboo implications, complexity, change, and power. The symbolic meaning of the number “three”
in Thai’ idioms and proverbs contributes to reflecting the human outlook and worldview of ethnic minorities.
The article focuses on presenting the common cultural values, classifying and analyzing the symbolic meaning
of the number “three” in Thai idioms and proverbs in order to identify the basic semantic features of this number
in a clear and systematic manner.
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1. Pit van dé

Thanh ngit, tuc ngit 13 nhimg don vi mang tinh 6n dinh cao vé& mat hinh thirc. Dan toc Théi goi
chung thanh ngit, tuc ngir cia ho 1a “quam chién lang” (10i truyén lai). Con sb trong thanh ngit, tuc ngit
Thai 1a mét don vi ngdn ngit ¢d tinh biéu trung cao. Nhiing con s “dugc dung dé tao nén nhitng ngon
ngir bi truyén” va “trong nhitng nha bi truyén hoc, nhitng ngudi tai gidi nhat - hay 1a cd than hiing nhat -
lap nén dugc nhiing théng diép bang ma sa” [4, tr.208].

Con sb “ba” trong thanh ngi, tuc ngix Thai co tan suat xuat hién Ion. Bai viét dudi day sé trinh bay
gi tri van hoa chung ctia con s6 “ba”, khai quét vé nghia biéu trung, ddng thoi, théng ké, phan loai, phan
tich cac hudng nghia biéu trung ciia con s6 “ba” trong thanh ngit, tuc ngit Thai, nham xéac dinh dic diém
ngir nghia cin ban cua con sé ndy. Bén canh do, bai viét mé rong so sanh véi nghia biéu trung cta con
s6 “ba” trong thanh ngir, tuc ngir ciia nguoi Théi va ngudi Viét.,

2. Khai quat vé nghia biéu trung va con so “ba”

2.1. Khdi qudt vé nghia biéu trung

Tac gia Nguyén Thién Giap cho rang: “Duya trén sy d6i 1ap co tinh hinh tugng hay khong c6 tinh
hinh tugng” ma nghia cta tir dugc “chia ra nghia den va nghia bong” [3, tr.113], tuong (rng voi nghia
gbc va nghia biéu trung (thudng duoc nghién ctru trong cac don vi thanh ngi, tuc ngi).

Nghia gbc ctia tir 1a “nghia tir vung von cé ciia tir ngay tir khi né xudt hién hodc nghia vén co tir
xa xua cta bd phan vat chét cua tir; con goi 1a nghia ban dau, nghia xuét phat” [19, tr.146]. Do do,
nghia gbc clia con s6 1a nghia den (nghia truc tiép), nghia von c6 ngay tir dau cta con sd. Ching ton
tai v doan, khong c6 can ctr, khong ¢ tinh 1i do.

1 ThS, Trudng Pai hoc Tay Béc
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Nghia biéu trung (con goi 1a nghia bong), chung “cé tinh hinh twong”. Nghia biéu trung cua tir 1
nghia phai sinh, bat nguén tr nghia géc, nghia ban dau cua tr, chung dugc boc 160 nhd sy hinh dung,
lién twéng, lién hé trén co s& nguyén nhan xac dinh. Tir 6 xac dinh nghia biéu trung cia con sd 1a
nghia phai sinh bat ngudn tir nghia gbc, nghia ban dau cua chinh con sb. Vi thé, nghia biéu trung ctia
con s6 ¢6 can ct, ¢o tinh li do.

Nghia biéu trung ctia con s6 dugc xac dinh nhd kha ning két hop giita con sb voi cac don vi tir
ngit khac dé hinh thanh. Sy két hop nay tao nén cac biéu thirc miéu ta khong xac dinh, ddy 1a nhiing
biéu thire “khi dua sy vat, hién tugng lan dau tién vao didn ngdn”, thuong bat dau bang cong thirc:
“ngay xira ngdy xua, & mot lang kia c6 mét ¢é gdi...” [1, tr.70]. Suy rong ra, cac biéu thirc ngon ngit
bét dau bang cac con sb (hai, ba, bon,...) két hop véi cac tir loai khac (danh tir, dong tir, tinh tir) s& biéu
trung cho mot y nghia nao d6 - dung dé miéu ta. Nhiing biéu thirc khai ddu bang cac con s6 trudc danh
tur chung hoac trudc td hop loai tir (danh tir chi don vi), hodc trude cac tur loai khac s€ mang y nghia
khéng x4c dinh. Hién nhién, nghia biéu trung ctia con sé dugc tao 1ap nhd cac biéu thirc ngdn ngir theo
nhitng mé hinh cu thé d6 s& rat phong pht, da dang.

2.2. Gid tri vdan hod chung con so “ba”

Con sb “ba” xuit hién rat nhidu trong cic nén vin hod trén thé gisi, 1a “mot con s co ban. N6
biéu thi mot trat tu tri tué va tinh than noi Than linh, trong vii tru hodc trong con ngudi” [4, tr.37].
Nguoi Iran quan niém t6n chi cta ton gido c6 dai gdm “ba thanh phan: nghi tbt, néi tot va lam tét,
ngudi ta chi 16 ba bukht dy nhu 13 ba citu tinh” [4, tr.37]. Trong kinh Avesta (Vendidad) ciing xac dinh:
“con ngudi ty ué ludn ludn bit ddu bang ty rira tay minh ba ldn”. “Mot nghi 1& ma thuat - ton gido cd
xua khac 13 rit tham bang cach phong ba cdy sdy”. “Khi mot nguoi du cu Arap do du trude mot quyét
dinh nao ddy, anh ta chon 14y ba miii tén”. “Trong trudng hop ngudi ta phan van trong sy chon dudng
hodc dinh hudng, c6 tuc 18 xoay ngudi ba vong”. “Mdt tuc 1& huyén thoai ciing hay duoc nhic t6i 1a
tuc tha dai bang (baz - param). Khi mot ong vua chét khong c6 con ké vi, dan chung kinh thanh tha
cho bay di mét con dai bang. H& n6 dau xudng ngudi nao ba lan lién tuc, ngudi dy s& dugce bau lam
vua”. “Nhitng truyén cd hay biéu duong diing khi cta nguoi anh hing trong cudc chién dau giap 14 ca
bang mot cir chi twong trung: ngudi anh hing nhac di tha ciia minh - nhiéu khi 1a mét quy dit - va
xoay ba vong trén dau minh, chi sau ctr chi 4y méi quing ké thu xudng dt”. “Dé khién ta thém ghé
ron sic manh man rg cua quy dir, trong nhiéu truyén ké, n6 lao vao cudc chién, tay cAm mot than cay
bén trén cam ba dong cé khong 16”. “Sy phan nd, gian dir ciia mot 6ng vua hodc ngudi anh hing giira
cudc hoi hop biéu 16 bang ba nép nhdn hién 1én tran”. “Dé cho gidp mo gitt duoc tinh linh nghiém va
dem lai hanh phuc, ngudi chiém mong phai gitr bi mat trong vong ba ngdy dau” [4, tr.38]. Va tt ca
con s6 “ba” (ba curu tinh, ba lan, ba cdy sdy, ba miii tén, ba vong, ba né'p nhan, ba ngay dau, ba déng
co kh(fng 15,...) hodc biéu trung cho su hoan thanh toan cuc, cho tinh hoan thién, déy da, tinh viing
chic hogc biéu trung cho strc manh vo song ciia vil try, con ngudi. “Trong nhitng mau chuyén vé nhiing
thi kién cua cac tin hitu phai Ahli Haqq, s6 ba gan véi bién c6 tinh than hodc tim linh, ti du nhu cudc
thi kién duoc thira nhan nhu mot cude thin hién, khi ma Khan Atash ba lan thay dbi ngoai hinh” [4,
tr.39], nén con sb “ba” con dugc xem 1a con s ciia ranh gidi nhitng thay doi, nhitng van dong bién hoa
khon luong. “Cac nha phan tim hoc cling thoi v6i Freud nhin thay & s6 ba mot biéu tugng vé gidi tinh”
[4, tr.40]. “Ba la con sd biéu trung nguyén li duc ddi v6i ngudi Dogon va Bambara, ho khic hinh nét
chim ctia n6 dudi dang dwong vét v6i hai tinh hoan, 1 biéu trung cta nam tinh” [4, tr.39].
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“Vin hoa Iuu vuc Hoang Ha xua nay dai biéu cho vin hoa Trung Hoa va da c6 anh hudng t6i
van hoa Viét Nam” [14, tr.113]. Chiu su tac dong nay, trong nhan thurc truyén théng Viét Nam, mo
hinh Tam tai (bé ba: Thién - Pia - Nhdn) 1a “ba phép” cau truc nén khong gian vii try [16, tr.41]. Bo
ba nay ton tai nhu mot tong thé day du, khong thé thém bét. “No tong hop tinh tam - nhit ciia mdi sinh
linh hodc né 1a két qua cua sy cong 1 véi 2”. Do do, trong van hoa Viét Nam, con sb “ba” biéu trung
cha yéu cho sw todn ven, hoan chinh, dii day. Ngoai ra, trong thanh ngit, tuc ngir ngudi Viét, con sb
“ba” con biéu trung don thuan cho s6 it/ sé nhiéu/ 4n tugng kiéng ki/ tinh chét phtc tap vira viing vang,
chidc chan nhung ciing vira dé bién d6i. Con s6 “ba” trong thanh ngir tuc ngir Thai bén canh nhiing
nghia biéu trung twong déng voi gia tri chung cta vin hoa Viét Nam, chung ciing ¢6 doi phan khac
biét. Pidu d6 s& duoc phén tich ¢ muc 4.2.

3. Két qua khao sat

Khao sat 6.602 don vi thanh ngtr, tuc nglt Thai, chiing t6i xac dinh dugc s6 1an xuét hién con s
“ba” 1a 128/98 don vi. Pay la con sb xuét hién nhiéu tht hai (chi sau con sb “mdt”) trong thanh ngit,
tuc ngir Thai. Cau tao cta con sd “ba” trong thanh ngir, tuc ngit Thai noi riéng, trong tiéng Thai noi
chung 14 tir don, chiing ¢ tén goi trong tiéng Thai 1a: sam (cAn luu ¥ rang, phat Am tiéng Thai khong
phan biét /s/ (x) va /s/ (s). Vi thé, phién &m con sd “ba” ¢ thé 1a xam hodc sam)>.

Con sb “ba” trong thanh ngit, tuc ngit Thai c6 nghia gbc 1a sé dém chinh xac trong cac truong
hop chi lugng ddi tuong trong cudc séng, sinh hoat, chi don vi do dém, tinh toan, chi tudi tac; 1a sb th
tu trong truong hop chi thoi gian cu thé 1a ngay, thang trong nam. Dic biét, tir nghia gbc, con s6 “ba”
con phat trién thanh cac nghia biéu trung: chi tinh hoan chinh, ddy du; don thuan chi sb it, sé nhiéu
hodc chi 4n twong kiéng ki/ tinh chat phirc tap; chi tinh dwong (14 ranh gidi ctia nhitng thay déi, hodc
chi strc manh nam gii). Chang han:

Con s6 “ba” chi tinh hoan chinh, ddy du:

(1) Hdp ndc chdt pay van/ Pay tan pép dét hon,/ Hap khon sam kan chuén/ Sam khu nan king
chaur khé bdp (Géanh ning giuc di nhanh,/ Pudng xa gip ning git,/ Ganh 1éch don lai ngin,/ Ba diéu
ay cuc nhoc) [10, tr.263]

Con 6 “ba” don thudn chi sd it hodc s nhiéu hodc chi 4n tugng kiéng ki/ tinh chét phic tap:

(2) Ddk ngdn kdam han thaw/ Dak khau ndm sam buon (Thiéu vang bac dén gia/ Thiéu lua gao ba
thang) [10, tr.203]

(3) Sam phéng vay pha/ Béu to ha bic md mir (Ba nén giri vay/ Khong bang nim dong can trong
tay) [10. tr.62]

(4) Sam kon bau kin pét/ Chét kon bau pay ka (Ba ngudi khong (khong nén) an vit/ Bay ngudi
khong (chd) di budn) [10, tr.311]

Con s6 “ba” chi tinh dwong (su thay doi):

(5) Xam pi nhd uén ting boc/ Hoc pi bau uén tang ndm (Ba nam ding chi duong bd/ Sau nim
dimg dan dudng song) [7, tr.164]

2 Trong bai viét ndy, ching toi sir dung phién 4m trich din trong cac ngit liéu khao sat dé lam dan chimg chimg
minh cho cac phan tich.
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Thuec té, khong phai bat ki truong hop con s6 nio ciing mang nghia biéu trung. Tuy nhién, tat ca
nhitng nghia biéu trung ctia con s6 “ba” ludn bat ngudn tir nghia gdc, nghia ban dau va phéi sinh tir
nghia gbc. Két qua thong ké cu thé nhu sau:

Bdng 1. Nghia ciia con s6 “ba” trong thanh ngir, tuc ngit Thdi

TT | Phéan loai Noi dung SO lwong | Tilé
nghia (%)

1 Nghia gbc | 1. Chi lugng cu thé trong tu duy vé cudc sdng, sinh hoat 89 69,5
2. Chi don vi do dém, tinh toan 4 3,1
3. Chi thoi gian cu thé 1a ngay, thang trong nim 34 26,6

4. Chi tudi tac 1 0,8

2 |Nghia biéu | 1. Tinh hoan chinh, day du 45 35,2
trung 2. Pon thuén chi s6 it/ s0 nhiéu hogc chi an twong kiéng ki/ 30 23,4

tinh chat phirc tap i
3. Chi tinh duong (1a ranh gidi cua sy van dong, thay d6i; hoac 7 5,5
i chi strc manh nam gidi) i
3 Con s6 “ba” chi mang nghia goc, khong mang nghia bi€u trung 46 35,9

4. Cac huéng nghia biéu trung ciia con sé “ba” trong thanh ngik, tuc ngir Thai

Con s6 “ba” trong thanh ngi, tuc nglr Thai va Viét ¢6 huéng nghia biéu trung chi tinh hoan chinh, day
dir; chi s it, s nhiéu, 4n tuong kiéng ki, tinh phirc tap twong dong véi nhau. Mic du vay, giita thanh ngi,
tuc ngir Thai va Viét, nghia biéu trung ctia con s6 “ba” van co doi nét khac biét khi biéu thi tinh dwong.

4.1. Huwéng nghia biéu trung twong dong vdi gid tri vin hod chung ciia con sé “ba”
4.1.1. Con 56 “ba” mang nghia biéu trung cho tinh hoan chinh, day di

Nghia biéu trung cho sy hoan chinh, day du cua con sO “ba” thuong gan kém y chi lugng (it hoac
nhiéu). Tuy nhién, tinh chat hoan chinh, day du vin chi phdi ndi bat nhu mot dic trung ciia con sé nay.
Tinh chét hoan chinh, day du ctia con s “ba” twong dong véi gla tri van hod chung trén thé giéi va o
Viét Nam, ch1em ti 1é 35,2%. Chung dugc thé hién thong qua ciu tric cac mo hinh sam két hop cung
cac thanh té khac (yéu t6 con ngudi, yéu té vat). Cu thé nhu sau:

* Mo hinh: “sam + yéu to con nguwoi”

M0 hinh “sam + y€u to con ngudi” ¢6 sam la mi€u ta to, bi€u trung cho tinh chat hoan chinh, day
du; “y€u to con nguoi” co6 thé chi nguoi cu thé, hoac cac yéu to lién quan dén con ngudi (nhu ho tén,
bd phén co the, sy viéc li€n quan truc ti€p dén con nguoi...). Chang han:

(6) Con mi xam ho/ Mo mi xam hé (Nguoi c6 ba ho/ Ndi ¢6 ba dé) [7, tr.129]

(7 Kon mi sam ho: Ho di, ho ém, ho mia bau ko ho phua (Nguoi co ba ho: Ho bd, ho me, ho vo
hoéc ho chong) [10, tr.7]

(8) Hiém sam pai pék kam sam tit,/ Phaw chit day khot ngn hir suon pén hueén/ An lo sép pdk, tin
mit, khong taiwr (Gitr dugc “ba dau” quy hon vang ngan can/ Ai giit duoc diéu d6 nén cira nén nha./ Dau
ludi, diu ngon tay, ddu phia dudi) [12, tr.118]

Céc vi du nay déu c6 cac biéu thirc miéu ta thuéc mé hinh “sam + yéu té con ngudi”. Mic du con
s0 “ba” gan nhu mang y nghia xac dinh so lugng, song tinh chat biéu trung cho su hoan chinh, day du,
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khong can thém bét yéu t6 ndo, nodi bat hon. O vi du 6, 7, con sb “ba” miéu ta cho yéu td triru tuong
lién quan dén con ngudi “ho” (ho). Trong ngit canh, cac biéu thirc miéu ta “sam + ho” (ba ho) biéu
trung cho tinh hoan chinh, diy du cic quan hé gia dinh, than toc ciia mdi mot con ngudi: ho cha, ho
me, ho vo/ chong. Ba quan hé nay la mot chinh thé, khong thé thém bdt. Mo rong ra, con ngudi can
1am tron trach nhiém, xac dinh dy du vai tro ctia minh trong cac quan hé d6. Trong tiéng Viét ciing c6
cdu d& cap dén tinh hoan chinh, ddy dii cia con s “ba” trong viéc biéu thi cac mdi quan hé cuia mot
con ngudi “Lam trai giir tron ba giéng, thao cha, ngay chua, vo hién chd vong”. Vi du 8 c6 biéu thirc
miéu ta “sam + pai” (ba dau/ ba bén). Va ba dau/ba bén d6 1a cac yéu t6 bo phan co thé: dau ledi (dn
du cho 15i néi), dau ngon tay (an du cho hanh dong), dau phia dwéi (4n du cho duc vong). Ching biéu
thi cho sy hoan chinh vé nhitng thtr thudc vé ban thé con nguoi, nhitng thir bat ki ai ciing phai chi dong
giit gin, cAn nhic khi st dung hodc boc 16 trong céng dong. C6 thé thay trong cac vi du nay, con sé
“ba” mang tinh chat biéu trung cho sy hoan chinh dén tan cung, khéng céan b6 sung. Tét ca cac mdi
quan hé gia dinh ctia mot nguoi, day dii 1a “ba ho™, nhimng diéu can giit gin trong ban than mdi nguoi
261 vao “ba thu”.

Bén canh d6, quan niém vé cach nghi, cach séng cia con ngudi ciing duge boc 16 rd & cac biéu
thirc miéu ta trong cac vi du:

(9) ... Ngam sam twa chdng pak/ Ngd sam twa chiang ham (... Nghi ba 1an méi n6i/ Gio ba 1an méi
chat) [10, tr.12]

(10) Con chi pék xam lo/ Ma chi nén xam quanh. (Nguoi sap noi suy nghi trude ba lan/ Cho sap
ngu quay ba vong) [9, tr.258]

(11) Dét kon day lo ngdam/ Ngdm pay na sam vd/ Ngam md ling sam sék (Lam ngudi ludn suy
nghi/ Nghi di trudc ba sai/ Nghi vé sau ba khuyu tay) [10, tr.63]

Céc vi du 9, 10 déu chira biéu thirc miéu ta thudc mé hinh “sam + yéu t6 con ngudi”. Cac biéu
thirc miéu ta “sam + tuwa” (ba lan), “xam + lo” (ba lo), ngodi ra (“xam + quanh” (ba vong) - yéu t su
vat) biéu thi gi6i han hoan chinh cho qua trinh suy nghi ctia con nguoi. Nguoi Thai cling quan ni¢ém
nhu nguoi Viét vé mirc d6 hoan chinh, day du trong suy nghi dugc gidi han boi chinh con s6 “ba” nhu
Ga ba lan vé canh méi gay, nguoi ba lan ngam nghi méi ndi hoac Cho ba quanh méi nam, ga ba lan
V6 canh méi gay. Vi thé, trude khi ndi diéu gi, 1am didu gi, con ngudi phai c6 tinh toan suy nghi ki ludng.

O vi du 11, biéu thirc miéu ta “sam + vd” (ba sdi), “sam + sék” (ba khuyu), c6 “yéu té bd phan
co thé” thude vé “tay” (sdi tay va khuyu tay). Pic diém cta sdi tay 1a: “d6 dai bang khoang cach tir dau
ban tay nay dén dau ban tay kia khi dang thang canh tay” [15, tr.1085] (d6 dai twong dbi khoang trén
dudi 1 mét), va dic diém cia khuyu tay 1a “chd 15i ra ciia khép xwong, giita canh tay va cang tay” [15,
tr.664] (0 day xac dinh d6 dai tir ban tay dén khuyu tay, bang mot nira sdi tay). Xuat phat tir nhitng dic
diém d6, chiing biéu trung cho tinh hoan chinh, ddy du trong suy nghi ctia con ngudi, phai nghi trudc
du ba sdi, nghi sau du ba khuyu thi nhitng suy nghi, tinh toan mdi tron ven, han ché bét sai lam. Trong
thanh ngr, tuc ngit Thai, yéu t6 bd phan co thé thudc vé tay nhu sdi tay, khuyu tay duoc st dung rat
nhiéu khi két hop vdi con sb “ba”. Chimg t6, ddy 1a yéu té c6 ¥ nghia véi dan toc Thai. Ho coi trong
“tay” - biéu tuong cua sy cham chi, chiu kho, can cu trong lao dong.

Pé tao 1ap moét su vat, hoan thanh mot muc tiéu, thau hiéu mot diéu gi, con nguoi cling can hanh
dong, co gang tron ven “ba” lan:

(12) Sam péc ching pén hik/ Sam luk ching pén phua, pén mia (Ba cudn, khung ctri méi chac/
Ba dau con, méi that vg chong) [13, tr.676].
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O vi du nay, biéu thirc miéu ta “sam + péc” (ba cudn), c6 * ‘poe” (cuon) chi hanh dong cua con
ngudi. Biéu thirc miéu ta “sam + luk” (ba con), c6 “lyk” (con) 13 “yéu t6 con nguoi”. Nam trong ngir
canh, chiing biéu trung cho tinh chat hoan chinh, day du ctia hanh dong con ngudi hodc cua s6 luong
con nguodi. Phai du ba cuon méi nén khung ctri, phai sinh d ba con, ganh vac du trach nhiém cta cha
me, trai nghiém du nhitng kho khan, vét va khi cing nhau nu6i nang con cai thi con ngudi mai thau
nghia vg chong M¢ rong ra, ching biéu thi y nghia vé 2161 han hoan chinh dé hinh thanh mét ddi
tuong, dé dat dén mot két qua, mot muyc tiéu trong cude sdng.

Nhu vy, tinh hoan chinh, day du cua con s6 “ba” duoc biéu thi thong qua cac biéu thirc miéu ta
thuoc mé hinh “sam + yéu td con ngudi” da “kich hoat” nhén thirc cua con nguoi, tri nhan vé nhiing
gidi han s6 luong cac quan hé than toc, gidi han day di vé cach thirc con nguoi tu duy; han dinh s6
luong hanh dong cta con ngudi dé hoan thanh mot cong viée, hodc muc tiéu cude sdng.

* Mo hinh: “sam + yéu to vat”
(13) Ton phiic hém sam hudi (Khém ray phu ba khe) [10, tr.438]
(14) Tén kuoi hém sam pii (Khom chudi che ba nii) [10, tr.438]

Céc vi du nay déu c6 cac biéu thirc miéu ta thuc mo hinh “sam + yéu t6 vat”, trong d6 miéu ta
t6 sam khong mang y nghia xac dinh sd luorng, ‘yéu té vat” 1a cac sy vat thién nhién hl‘mg vi nhu huéi
(su01/khe) pu (nhi). Trong ngir canh, ca biéu thuc “sam + huoi” (ba suoi), “sam + pu” (ba niii) déu
biéu trung cho tinh chat hoan chinh, xac dinh gi6i han cia mot khong gian rong 16n. Khong nhiing
vay, chung “kich hoat” nhitng lién tuong Ve moi quan hé ché che, bao boc clia ngudi c6 pham vi anh
huong rong. Nhiing nguoi ¢6 déc diém giéng nhu tinh chét loai thuc vat khom ray, khom chudi, déu
1a nhitng ddi twong co stic sdng, stic sinh truong manh mé, c¢6 thé lan toa va phat trlen nhanh, s€ c6 kha
nang che chd cho nhiéu ngudi khac (twong tmg nhu pham vi rong 16n cta ba sudi, ba niii).

(15) Nd bdu Ii kin xam khaw/ Lau bau chep kin xam ngd (Rudng x4u in ba vu/ Rugu khong ngon
uong ba chau) [9, tr.279]

Vi du nay c6 biéu thic miéu ta “xam + khau” (ba vu), “xam + ngd” (ba chau). Ching biéu trung
cho ngudng giéi han hoan chinh vé cac su vat, su viée. Gi6i han chua trai qua da ba vu, chua thé danh
gia chat lugng ruong nuong; gidi han chua trai du ba chdu, chua thé danh gia chat luong d6 an, thirc
uong. Nam trong ngit canh, ching nhin manh tinh chat hoan chinh, day du trong viéc danh gia, phé
binh vé su vat, sy viéc. Trong tiéng Viét cling ¢6 cau mang y tuong ty nhu Co ba cugc, thuéc ba thang.
M@ rong ra, con ngudi can c6 di thoi gian, di s6 1an chiém nghiém mai co thé danh gia dung ban chat
ctia cac ddi tugng khac trong cude séng. Do d6, bat ki ai cling khong nén voi vang, nham tranh nhiing
1am tudng hodc sai 1éch, khong dang co.

* Mé hinh: “sam + yéu t6 thoi gian”

(16) Phu nhinh hay sam ngdi/ Phu chai hay sam ngang (Con gai khoc ba bira,/ Con trai khoc ba
161) [10, tr.140]

Con sb “ba” con biéu trung cho gii han thoi gian hoan chinh théng qua cac biéu thirc miéu ta
thudc mo hinh “sam + © yéu t6 thoi gian”. Biéu thitc miéu ta “sam + ngdi” (ba ngdy) - thoi gian dai
d6i 1ap voi “sam + ngdng” (ba 167) - ham y dién ta thoi gian ngan da g6p phan phan anh tinh chat tréi
nguoc trong tinh céch cta hai glO’l nam va nit. Mic du vy, noi bat van 1a tinh chat hoan chinh, day du
v€ thoi gian két thiic su dau khd, din vit cua cac dbi tuong. Chung tap trung ¢ con s6 “ba”, gidi han
da ba ngay, gioi han du ba loi moi két thic sy dau kho Ay.
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(17) May khang x& xam pi chang mi chi (Cay xa ngang gac bép ba ndm mai Ién cao) [9, tr.277]
(18) Con mi xam péng kiu xam pong é (Ddi c6 ba doan that, ba doan phinh) [7, tr.163]

Vi du 17 ¢6 biéu thirc miéu ta “xam + pi” (ba nam). Chung biéu trung cho giéi han thoi gian du
dé mot dbi tuong thay déi. Vi du 18 c6 biéu thirc miéu ta “xam + pong” (ba doan). Chung biéu trung
cho gidi han s6 lan - s6 quang thoi gian luc thing, luc tram ctia doi nguoi.

Nhu véy, mé hinh “sam + yéu té thoi gian” da biéu thi nghia biéu trung thong qua cac biéu thirc
miéu ta chi tinh hoan chinh, day du, tiép tuc “kich hoat” nhan thirc cia con nguoi, tri nhan vé thoi gian
trong m01 quan hé voi cudc song ctia con nguoi. Va do do, du 1a quang thoi gian ngan, hay dai, an nhan
hay vét va, thi con sé “ba” ciing 1a yéu t6 han dinh.

4.1.2. Con $6 “ba” mang nghia biéu trung don thuan chi sé it, s nhiéu, an twong kiéng ki hodc
tinh chat phirc tap

Thuc té, da phan con s6 “ba” trong thanh ngit, tuc ngit Thai mang nghia biéu trung chi su hoan
chinh, dy du gan kém v6i y chi luong (it hodc nhleu) song van ton tai cac trudng hop con sd “ba”
mang nghia biéu trung don thuan chi sb it, sé nhidu, chi 4n tugng kiéng ki hodc tinh chat phuc tap.
Ching chiém ti 1& 23,4%.

a. Con s6 “ba” mang nghia biéu trung don thuan chi sé it

* Mo hinh: “sam + yéu t6 con ngudi”

(19) Tédm hitk béu pé hun/ Phét phirm song, sam tua leo hang/ Nhai na hitk nén vén/ Nhén kin kdy
sdo 10 bau hy/ Chu khau ban ko nhoc pan quang/ Kon nan bau pén au (Dét cui thi€u s¢i ngang,/ Giap
go hai, ba lan lai dung,/ Ngung dét di ngu trua/ Cdo bat ga vai chyc con chang biét/ Nguoi tinh vao
ban, nghén c6 nhu nai/ Nguoi ay chang nén lay!) [13, tr.343]

6 vi du nay, biéu thire miéu ta (song) “sam + twa” (hai, ba lan (gidp vai)) c6 nghia biéu trung cho
s it, tan s6 hanh  dong cua con nguoi 1a khong dang ké, khong c6 gia tri. Tlr d6 phan anh quan diém
cua nguoi Thai vé thoi luoi biéng trong lao dong ciia con ngudi (dic biét 1a ngudi phu nit), khong duge
khuyén khich.

* Mo hinh: “sam + yéu t6 thoi gian”

(20) Xam mu y/ Xi my oi. (Bén ngay la/ Ba ngay rén) [7, tr.140]

(21) Dék qudi déak han thau/ Dék khau ngm xam bwon (Thiéu trau, thiéu ca doi/ Thiéu gao ba
thang thoi) [7, tr.109]

Céc vi dy nay déu c6 biéu thirc miéu ta thudc mé hinh “xam + yéu t6 thoi gian”. O vi du 20, biéu
thirc miéu ta “xam + mu” (ba ngay) biéu trung cho thoi gian 13p di lap lai mot hanh dong (tiéu cuc) 1a
ngan ngii, khéng nhan dugc su dong cam cua nguoi khac. O vi du 21 biéu thirc miéu ta “xam + buwon”
(ba thang) mang y nghia ham 4 an cho thoi gian thiéu thon nhiing vat chat mang gia tri thp la ngan ngui,

khong dang ké. Diéu nay gop phan thé hién tinh than lac quan vao cudc sdng ciia ngudi dan toc Thai,
ho s& khong dé sén qua murc khi chi tiéu cho nhimg diéu vun vin, nho nhit.

b. Con s6 “ba” mang nghia biéu trung don thuan chi sé nhiéu
Con s6 “ba” mang nghia biéu trung don thudn chi s6 nhidu nam trong nhitng két hop véi yéu tb
con nguoi, yéu to vat (tu nhién hoac nhan tao) va yeu to thoi gian.

* Mo hinh: “sam + yéu t6 con nguoi”
M0 hinh “sam + yéu t6 con ngudi” ¢6 sam biéu trung cho so nhi€u, y€u to con ngudi chinh 1a 101
nodi cua nguoi.
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(22) Xéu pék hé Idp pong khéi chau hip leo/ Xau hinh khét, chau hot xam hot ha (Ngudi ndi chua
kip dut 101, minh da dap/ Nguoi n6éi mdi mot 161 minh da ba da nam/ Noi khong kip tho) [9, tr.339]

Vi du nay c6 biéu thirc miéu ta “sam + yéu t6 con nguoi”, trong do yéu td con ngudi an di, d6 1a
khot (11 noi ctia con nguoi). Nam trong ngit canh, chung biéu trung cho tinh chat “nhiéu 16i”, tham
chi 12 sy tranh 161 ngudi khac khi ho dang ndi. Mo rong ra, céac tac gid dan gian khuyén nhd con nguoi
can té nhi khéo 1éo trong giao tiép tmg x, tranh tranh gianh, gidm dap “luot 15i”.

* Mo hinh: “sam + yéu to vat”

Mo hinh “sam + yéu t6 vat” ¢ sam (ba) biéu trung don thuan cho sd nhiéu; cac “yéu td vat chat”
c6 the 1a sy vat ty nhién hodc nhan tao. Chang han:

(23) Ténh keen thay sam pha/ Na kdy thay sam phé. (Ban dém ddi ba td/ Ga gay thay ba chan) [10, tr.134]

O vi du ndy, cac biéu thirc miéu ta “sam + pha” (ba td), “sam + phd” (ba chdn) biéu trung cho
s0 lugng cac sy vat nhan tao 1a 16n. Nam trong ngit canh, chiing bi€u thi ham y phai thay mai lién tuc
cac d6 dung danh cho tré nho. D6 ciing 1a sy cam thong véi noi vat va cua cac gia dinh ¢6 tré nho.

* Mb hinh: “sam + yéu t6 thoi gian”

(24) Im mu law/ Dk khau sam bwon. (No mot ngay rugu/ Thiéu an ba thang...) [10, tr.339]

Céc vi du nay déu c6 biéu thirc miéu ta thudc mo hinh “sam + yéu t thoi gian”. Nam trong ngi
canh, biéu thuc: “sam + buon” (ba thang) biéu trung cho thoi gian dai phai chiu thi€u thon, néu con
ngudi don cua cdi, cong stic vao mot lan hudng thu. Tir d6 phan anh va canh bao cach thuc chi tiéu
khong can doi, khong phu hop s€ khién con nguoi mat di sy 6n dinh trong cudc song.

c. Con s6 “ba” mang nghia biéu trung cho an twong kiéng ki

(25) Sam kén bau kin pét/ Chét kon bau pay ka (Ba ngudi khong (khong nén) an vit/ Bay nguoi
khong (chd) di buon) [10, tr.311]

Vi du nay c6 biéu thirc miéu ta thuéc mé hinh “sam + yéu t6 con ngudi”. Biéu thiuc “sam + kon
(ba nguwoi) khong bi€u trung cho so it, hay so nhi€u; ching dién ta y nghia kiéng ki vé s lugng con
nguoi khi cung thuc hién chung mét cong viéc. Pay 1a mdt con s6 mang tinh chat “tam linh”.

”»

d. Con s6 “ba” mang nghia biéu trung sw vit khdac mang tinh phirc tap

Con s “ba” trong thanh ngir, tuc ngit Thai con mang nghia biéu trung cho sy vat khic mang tinh
phuc tap. Chang han:

(26) Chi tai pua sang tan kep mé/ Ké sira pé si don, sam dam (Sap chét boi chan 16/ Céi 4o boi
bon trang, ba den) [10, tr.250]

Trén co so |i giai tinh chat am - duong cta sy vat, ban chat con s6 “ba” (s6 1¢) mang tinh dwong, con
s6 “bbn” (s6 chin) mang tinh &m, ban chat mau sic “den” mang tinh am, “tring” mang tinh dwong, biéu
thirc miéu ta “sam + diam” (ba den) két hop cuing si dén (bon trdng), tao thanh c4c cip 4m - duong tuong
(g Vvéi tinh chat mét - duoc (chuyén hoa 13n nhau), 1a cach néi hinh tuong vé van dé té nan co bac. Nam
trong ngit canh, ching biéu dat 16 canh bao vé& hau qua, tai vong ¢ thé xay ra dbi voi ngudi dinh liu téi té
nan x4 hgi. Trong tiéng Viét ciing c6 cach néi biéu trung tuong tu cho té nan co bac 1a “kiép do den”.

Nhu vdy, con sé “ba” trong thanh gl tuc ngir Thai thong qua cac két hop vei cac yéu t6 con

ngudi, yéu té vat, yeu t6 thoi gian co6 thé dién dat tinh chat sd it, s6 nhiéu, cac an twong kiéng ki hodc
su vat mang ban chét phtrc tap.
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4.2. Sw khdc bigt vé nghia biéu trung ciia con sé “ba” trong thanh ngir tuc ngiv Thdi va Vigt

Nghia biéu trung ciia con sé “ba” trong thanh ngit, tuc ngit Thai nim trong gia tri van hoa chung
ctia cong dong ngudi Viét. Tuy nhién, nghia biéu trung cho tinh dwong cua con s “ba” trong thanh
ngit, tuc nglt Thai va Viét c6 doi nét khac biét. Xét nghia biéu trung tinh duong 1a diém méc cua su
van dong, thay doi, con s6 “ba” trong thanh ngir tuc ngit Thai thuong két hop véi “yéu td thoi gian”
chi ngay, thang, ndm. Vi du:

(27) Xam pi bau huém ting boc/ Hoc pi bau huém ting ngm. (Ba nim duong thay hudéng/ Sau
nam, sudi doi luong) [9, tr.249]

(28) Xam muy nhai huon/ Xam bwon nhai ban - bau pén (Ba ngay roi nha/ Ba thang roi ban, khong
nén) [7, tr.110]

Céc vi du trén déu c6 biéu thirc miéu ta thudc mé hinh “sam + yéu t6 thoi gian”. Céc biéu thirc:
“xam + pi” (ba nam), “xam + mu” (ba ngay), “xam + buon” (ba thdng) déu biéu trung cho giéi han
thoi gian 1am bién doi sw vét: tang (dwong), gidi han thoi gian cho sy thay doi hanh dong con nguoi
nhai hieon (roi nha), nhai ban (roi ban). Do do, con s6 “ba” trong thanh ngt, tyc ngr Thai co nghia
biéu trung cho tinh duong chu yéu tap trung vao diém mdc cua su thay doi, mang tinh khong chic
chin, khong vimg bén.

Maic du trong tiéng Viét cling ¢ cau biéu thi tinh dwong (12 su van dong, thay d6i mang tinh
khong chéc chén, khong viing bén) nhu ba bdy hai mot ngay; cuotl nguoi ba ngay, ai cwoi nguwoi ba
ndm, song cing con c6 nhitng cau biéu thj tinh dwong 13 sy cimg rén, chic chin, khong dé lay chuyén
hay bién d6i, nhu vitng nhu kiéng ba chéan; ba mdt mét oi.

Xet nghia biéu trung tinh duong la sirc manh nam gioi, con s6 “ba” trong thanh ngi, tuc ngit Thai
két hop chil yéu véi “yéu t6 con ngudi” (cac tir chi gidi tinh). Chang han:

(29) Luk sam chdi/ Qudi sam thdc (Con ba trai nhu trau ba duc) [10, tr.136]

Vi du nay c6 biéu thirc miéu ta thudc mé hinh “sam + yéu td con nguoi” (gidi tinh). Nam trong
ngli canh, biéu thuc “sam + chai” (ba trai) biéu trung cho sttc manh, vi the cua gia dinh, dong tdc.
Ching dugc so sanh vai sttc manh cia “ba (trau) duc”.

Nguoc lai, con sb “ba” trong thanh ngr, tyc ngi Viét lai biéu trung cho tinh duong 1a sirc manh
bi suy yéu: Tam nam bdt phii, tir nit bat ban (Ba con trai khong giau n01 bdn con gai khong lo nghéo).
Biéu thirc miéu ta “fam + nam” biéu trung cho quan niém duy tdm vé vi thé, sitc manh cua gia dinh
bi suy yéu néu gia dinh c6 ba con trai.

Do d6, hudng nghia biéu trung cho tinh dwong ctia con s6 “ba” trong thanh ngi, tuc ngit Théi va
Viét c6 su khéc bigt. Néu nhu trong thanh ng, tuc ngir Viét, tinh duong cua con s6 “ba” vira biéu hign
& diém méc cua sy thay doi, vira biéu hién cho Su cing ran chic chin, khong dé Iay chuyen thi trong
thanh ngir, tuc ngit Thai, tinh dwong cua con sé “ba” chi yéu tap trung biéu hién & diém méc cua sy thay
d6i ma thdi. Trong thanh ngi, tuc ngit Viét, tinh duong cta con s6 “ba” 1 strc manh nam gidi bi suy yéu,
pha v thi trong thanh ngit, tuc ngit Théi, tinh duong ctia con s6 “ba” 14 su khang dinh vé sicc manh nam gidi.

5. Két luan

Nghién ctru con sb “ba” trong thanh ngir, tuc ngir Thai thdy ring, bén canh nghia gbc chi sé lugng
do dém va so tht tu chinh xac, con s0 “ba” khi két hgp vdi céc con so khac, tir khac con mang trong
n6 nghia biéu trung rat phong phu da dang. Con s0 “ba” trong thanh ngit, tuc nglr Thai c6 nghia bicu
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trung tuong dong voi nhung gi4 tri chung trong vian hod Viét Nam nhu chi tinh hoan chinh, day du;
chi sé it, sb nhiéu hodc chi an tuong kiéng k1/ tinh chat phirc tap, chi tinh dwong. Bén canh d6, huéng
nghia biéu trung cho tinh dwong cua con s6 “ba” trong thanh ngir Thai va Viét co doi chut khac biét.
Con s6 “ba” trong thanh ng, tyc ngir Thai biéu trung tinh dwong 1a diém méc ciia sy van dong, bién
ddi, hodc khang dinh strc manh nam gigi. Con con sb “ba” trong thanh ngit, tuc ngtr Viét lai biéu trung
tinh dwong 1a su ctng rin, chic chén, vimg vang, hoidc sirc manh nam gi6i bi suy yéu. Nhing didu nay
d3 biéu dat tu duy vin hoa khac biét giira hai dan toc.

Su doc dao Ve huong nghia biéu trung ctia con s6 “ba” trong thanh ngit, tuc ngtr Thai da gop phan
phan anh tu duy vé con sb cua ngucn Thai. Thong qua nhitng yéu t6 két hop cung con sé “ba”, thdy
rang nguoi Thai quan tim dén van dé quan hé gia dinh, dong ho, cach thirc tu duy, suy nghi, hoic quan
diém nhén sinh, ... Diéu nay gop phan lam rd thém nhiing dic diém ngon ngir, vin hoa ctia dan toc Thai.
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